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Two men,
two fates

 Everett Alvarez Jr.  and Floyd James Thompson

At least 14 dead, scores missing in Wash. mudslide
 BY P. SOLOMON BANDA
AND MARTHA MENDOZA

The Associated Press

OSO, Wash. — The scale of a massive 
mudslide’s devastation in a rural village 
north of Seattle is becoming apparent days 
after a wall of heavy mud heaved houses 
off their foundations, toppled trees and left 
a gaping cavity on what had been a tree-
covered hillside.

At least 14 people are confirmed dead, 
and dozens more remain unaccounted for. 
Authorities are working off a list of 176 po-
tentially missing people, though many of 

those names likely are duplicates .
It had been stormy for weeks, but warm 

sunshine offered a false sense of peace Sat-

urday morning as visitors settled into their
vacation homes and locals slept in.

Then came “a giant slump,” said David
Montgomery, an earth and space sciences 
professor at the University of Washington, 
describing the deep-seated slide resulting 
from long-term, heavy rainfall.

A scientist who documented the land-
slide conditions on the hillside that buck-
led had warned in a 1999 report filed with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers of “the
potential for a large catastrophic failure,” 
The Seattle Times reported late Monday.

SEE MUDSLIDE ON PAGE 8

‘ A slide of this magnitude 
is very difficult to predict. 
There was no indication, 
no indication at all. ’

Steve Thomsen
Snohomish County public works director
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“We don’t know 
if dust from the Sahara 
is as bad as diesel fuel 

or burning coal.”
— Majid Ezzati, chair in global 

environmental health at Imperial 
College London, on a new report 

about global pollution by the World 
Health Organization

See story on Page 11
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BY ZUBAIR BABAKARKHAIL 
AND JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

 KABUL — Heavily armed 
militants attacked the office of 
Afghanistan’s independent elec-
tion commission Tuesday, deto-
nating suicide vests and engaging 
in a fierce gunbattle with security 
forces less than two weeks before 
a landmark presidential election.

At least nine people, includ-
ing five attackers, died during 
the assault, for which the Taliban 
claimed responsibility. 

Interior Ministry spokesman 
Sediq Seddiqi said two suicide 
bombers attacked the office in 
the morning. The security forces 
responded, and fighting erupted 
with the surviving attackers.

In addition to the five attack-
ers, two members of the Afghan 
security forces and two civilians 
— a candidate for the provincial 
council and an election commis-
sion staffer — died in the fighting, 
Seddiqi said. He cautioned that 
the death toll could rise as several 
more civilians were taken to the 
hospital in critical condition.

At least four people were 
wounded, including two police-
men, police officials told The As-
sociated Press

The attack, which came less 
than two weeks before elections 
in which voters will pick a succes-
sor to outgoing President Hamid 
Karzai, is the latest in a series 
of high-profile Taliban actions 
aimed at undermining the ballot 
and instilling a sense of insecu-
rity among voters. 

The guerrillas, who have 
vowed to disrupt the election, 
have repeatedly attacked Afghan 
campaign workers and election 
officials as well as places fre-
quented by foreign aid workers 
and election monitors.

The fighting occurred near 
the ruined Darul Aman palace, 
which was destroyed by artil-
lery fire in the 1990s when rival 
warlords fought for control of the 
capital before they were ousted 
by the Taliban.

At the time of the attack, work-
ers in the office were preparing 
voting cards for the election, said 
Hashmat Stanakzai, spokesman 
for the Kabul Police Department.

“The attackers ... carried out 
an explosion at the gate and then 
entered the office, which is re-

lated to the election commission,” 
Stanakzai said, adding that the at-
tack began about 11:45 a.m.

For hours later in the afternoon, 
heavy gunfire and small explo-
sions rocked the neighborhood, 
which is also home to presidential 
candidate Ashraf Ghani. He was 
away at a campaign event in an-
other province.

The Taliban immediately 
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack. Zabihullah Mujahid, a Tal-
iban spokesman, said a number 
of suicide attackers struck the of-
fice, and he denounced the com-
ing vote as a “fake election.”

United Nations officials con-
demned the killing of civilians 
during the attack.

“The (electoral commission) 
and its civilian workers are con-
ducting a public service so that 
Afghans can vote — it is rep-
rehensible that they have been 
deliberately targeted,” deputy 
special representative for Af-
ghanistan, Nicholas Haysom said 
in a statement.

Also on Tuesday morning, Tal-
iban insurgents  attacked a bank 
in  Asadabad, the capital city of 
Kunar province. 

Kunar police chief Abdul 
Habib Sayedkhail said one sui-
cide bomber blew himself up at 
the gate, while a second assail-
ant entered the bank and opened 
fire.

When it was over both insur-
gents were dead along with four 

government employees. 
Meanwhile, two border guards

and five insurgents were killed
near Afghanistan’s eastern bor-
der with Pakistan during an at-
tack on a government outpost. 

smith.josh@stripes.com 

PHOTOS BY ANJA NIEDRINGHAUS/AP

An Afghan policeman guards the entrance  to an election office after  a suicide bomber detonat ed his 
vehicle outside  the building on the edge of Kabul  on Tuesday . Gunmen stormed into the office, trapping 
dozens of employees  and killing  at least nine people. 

Attackers kill 4 in latest Kabul assault

JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes 

Members of the Afghan police Crisis Response Unit jump out of 
their vehicle at the scene of the attack  in Kabul.  
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BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Never mind 
the two-conflict strategy that 
once prevailed. If sequestration 
cuts return in 2016, the service 
branch in charge of fighting the 
country’s ground wars could soon 
be unprepared to fight even a 
single major conflict, the Army’s 
top leaders told Congress on 
Tuesday.

Testifying before the House 
Armed Services Committee, 
Army Secretary John McHugh 
and Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odi-
erno hammered home the gloomy 
point that the Army’s ability to 
defend national interests hangs in 
the balance.

Not only must Congress work 
to forestall billions in automatic 
budget cuts but it should support 
the Army’s delicate balance of 
force structure worked out in the 
latest budget while finally giv-
ing ground on requests for a new 
round of base closures, they said.

“This is the time for protection 
and predictability, not politics,” 
McHugh said.

Previous plans to draw down 
the active Army to 490,000 troops 
by 2017 have been replaced with 
a projected active force level as 
low as 440,000. If automatic bud-
get cuts return once a two-year 
federal spending deal expires, 
end strength will be 420,000, 
with deeper-than-planned cuts 
to the National Guard and Army 
Reserve as well.

With a minimum of 440,000 ac-
tive-duty troops, the Army could 
squeak by and likely meet the 
demands of the national defense 
strategy laid out in 2012, Odierno 
said. But he called assumptions 
about the length and scope of con-
flicts the Army is likely to face, as 
well as contributions by allies, 
“somewhat optimistic.”

At the lower level, Odierno 
said, “I’m very concerned that 
at ‘420,’ we cannot meet the de-
fense strategic guidance. I doubt 
whether we could even execute 
one prolonged multiphase opera-
tion that is extended over a period 
of time.”

The Army needs Congress to 
approve another  Base Realign-
ment and Closure round  as well, 
McHugh said.

While acknowledging the pain 
of base closures in local commu-
nities — McHugh said he’d had a 
base close during his tenure as a 
New York congressman — up to 
20 percent of the Army’s conti-
nental U.S. facilities are excess, 
according to a recent survey, he 
said.

The Army is beginning to re-
coup serious savings from the 
mid-2000s BRAC round, and 
would expect to eventually save 
billions of dollars a year from a 
new round, he said.

“It’s hard, I know that, but it 
was necessary then and it’s even 

more necessary now,” McHugh 
said. “To put it simply, we can’t 
afford to pay for the unnecessary 
upkeep … of unneeded facilities. 
It wastes money we just don’t 
have.”

Odierno added that a new round 
of BRAC would involve mainly 
shutting down facilities and would 
thus be less expensive and result 
in quicker returns than the previ-
ous round, which involved signifi-
cant force realignments and new 
construction.

“With a reduction of over 
200,000 men and women from our 
Army, we must reduce excess in-
frastructure,” he said.  “We need 
BRAC to do this.”

The Army leaders also asked 
Congress to support plans to re-
structure Army aviation. In its 
2015 budget request, it proposed 
eliminating three combat aviation 
brigades and moving all of the 
National Guard’s Apache attack 
helicopters to active units, while 
transferring Blackhawks to the 
Guard. In all, nearly 800 aircraft 

would be 
eliminat-
ed.

Rep. 
William 
Enyart, 
D-Ill., a 
retired 
major 
general 
who 
served in 
and then 
led the 
Illinois 

Army National Guard, criticized 
the plan, saying it would harm 
National Guard training opportu-
nities and hamper the country’s 
ability to maintain a ready Re-
serve force.

The change would eliminate 
the need for about $12 billion in 
spending over the next five years, 
the Army estimates, and continue 
paying off in the future.

The moves affecting the Guard 
have caused some controversy 
both within the military and in 
Congress, but McHugh and Odi-
erno pointed out that most of the 
cuts are happening in the active 
force.

Once current plans are in place, 
54 percent of the Army’s end 
strength will be in the reserve 
component, making it the only U.S. 
armed service with a minority of 
its troops in the active component, 
Odierno said. Of the aircraft cuts, 
more than 80 percent would come 
from active units.

Don’t let parochial political con-
cerns hamstring the Army’s abil-
ity to fight, the leaders pleaded.

“We need your leadership,” 
McHugh said, “and we need your 
help.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Army leaders: Cuts 
threaten ability of 
US to defend itself

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The Navy 
and Marines do not have enough 
assets to carry out a contested am-
phibious operation in the Pacific if 
a crisis arises, the top commander 
of U.S. forces in the region told 
lawmakers Tuesday.

As the war in Afghanistan winds 
down, Marine Corps leaders want 
the service to return to its roots of 
being a force that can attack ene-
mies from the sea, as the Marines 
did frequently during World War 
II. But Adm. Samuel Locklear III, 
commander of U.S. Pacific Com-
mand, said that capability does 
not presently exist in his area of 
responsibility.

“We have had a good return of 
our Marines back to the Asia-Pa-
cific, particularly as the activities 
in the Middle East wind down in 
Afghanistan. … But the reality is, 
is that to get Marines around ef-
fectively, they require all types of 
lift. They require the big amphibi-
ous ships, but they also require 
connectors (meaning landing 
craft  and other amphibious ve-
hicles). The lift is the enabler that 
makes that happen, so we wouldn’t 
be able to (successfully carry out 
a contested amphibious assault 
without additional resources).”

His remarks come at a time 
when there are growing concerns 
in Japan and elsewhere that China 

might try occupy the Senkaku Is-
lands in the East China Sea. The 
islands are under Japanese ad-
ministrative control, but China 
has claimed sovereignty over 
them. The Obama administration 
has said that the Senkakus fall 
under America’s defense treaty 
with Japan, which would require 
the U.S. military to come to the aid 
of Japan in the event of an attack 
on Japanese territory by China or 
any other country. 

Last year, the Marines and Jap-
anese Self-Defense Forces con-
ducted a large-scale amphibious 
warfare training exercise off San 
Clemente Island, Calif.

There are four amphibious 
ready groups in San Diego and 
one in Sasebo, Japan. Locklear 
said he has requested additional 
amphibious lift capabilities from 
the Pentagon and that request is 
under consideration, he told mem-
bers of Congress.

Locklear partly blamed global 
force requirements for the prob-
lem. “I’m not the only combatant 
commander that desires amphibi-
ous shipping or the Marines that 
are on them. So there is a global 
competition among us as the world 
situation kind of moves around. 
(And) the global demand signal 
today is … greater than what we 
can resource,” he said.

He told lawmakers he some-
times must send amphibious 
forces that he has trained and 

maintained to commanders in the
Middle East and Europe. Going
forward, he believes that the Pa-
cific should be given the highest 
priority when it comes to amphibi-
ous capabilities.

“In the Pacific, though, it is my 
view that as the Marines come
back that we should optimize the
capability of the Marines in the —
particularly in the area west of the 
[International] Date Line, and to 
do that we have to have adequate
amphibious lift,” he said.

During the same hearing, Army
Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, the com-
mander of U.N. and U.S. forces 
in Korea, raised doubts about his 
ability to effectively counter a 
large-scale North Korean attack.

“I am concerned about the
readiness of the follow-on forces 
in our theater. Given the indica-
tions and warnings and the nature 
of this theater and the threat that
we face, I rely on rapid and ready
forces to flow into the peninsula in 
crisis.”

Scaparrotti agreed with the
statement that low readiness
among forces stationed outside 
Korea would cause a delay in the
buildup of combat power, allow
the enemy more time to build his
defenses and likely prolong com-
bat operations and lead to more
American casualties in the event
of a Korea contingency.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripe

Senior Chief Master-at-Arms Michael Goodfellow instructs sailors before a live-fire exercise aboard U.S. 
7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge , which is currently on patrol in the East China Sea with embarked 7th 
Fleet staff. 

OSCAR FUENTES/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Training aboard the Blue Ridge

Locklear: US lacking the assets 
for a contested amphibious assault

The  Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The sec-
retary of the Army says he will 
have the final say on whether a 
disgraced brigadier general at 
the center of a sexual misconduct 
case retires at a lower rank with 
sharply reduced retirement pay.

John McHugh told a House 

committee Tuesday that the case 
of Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair 
remains open a week after he was 
spared prison and sentenced to a 
reprimand and a $20,000 fine.

“The process is still ongoing. 
I have to make final certifica-
tions about rank and retirement,” 
McHugh told the Armed Services 

Committee.
Sinclair had a three-year affair

with a female captain who accused
him of twice forcing her to per-
form oral sex on him. He pleaded
guilty to lesser charges of adul-
tery and conducting inappropri-
ate relationships with two others 
women. House Democrats called
the Sinclair sentence shocking. 

Secretary McHugh to decide Sinclair’s rank

‘ This is the 
time for 
protection 
and 
predictability, 
not politics. ’

John McHugh
Army secretary
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BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY
AND JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes 

 NAPLES, Italy — The Navy is consider-
ing a ban on all tobacco sales on ships and 
bases due to health concerns over the high 
rate of tobacco use among sailors, officials 
say.

The idea is “one option on the table” as 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus explores ways 
to further curb tobacco use among sailors, 
said a Navy official  who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he was not authorized 
to speak on the subject.  

However, if a ban is considered, Congress 
is likely to weigh in on the matter.

Cmdr. Tamara Lawrence, a spokeswom-
an for the secretary, confirmed Mabus is 
taking a new look at tobacco use across the 
service. 

“We’ve already taken one step by ending 
price subsidies for tobacco products, and 
Secretary Mabus has asked his staff to look 
at additional ways to improve the health and 

readiness of our force,” she said in an email. 
“We are in the early stages of this process.”

Navy Times first reported discussion of 
the possible ban. 

Studies show military members use to-
bacco at higher rates than same-age civil-
ians. A 2011 Defense Department survey 
showed 24 percent of troops smoked, com-
pared with 20 percent of civilians of the 
same age. It also showed that more than 60 
percent of Marines had used some form of 
tobacco in the previous 12 months. 

Pentagon and service regulations on to-
bacco have tightened in recent decades 
after studies linked cigarettes, second hand 
smoke and smokeless tobacco to health 
problems and poor fitness. DOD commis-
saries stopped discounting cigarettes in 
1990s, and the Navy eventually limited their 
sale to exchanges on bases and ships.  

The Navy has also tightened rules around 
smoking across the fleet. Beginning in the 
1990s, it eliminated smoking breaks and 
required designated smoking areas be set 

up away from non smokers in offices, sur-
face ships and submarines. The Navy then 
banned smoking in submarines in 2010. 

Still, pressure from the cigarette industry 
and the efforts of on-base retail outlets to 
lower prices have combined to keep tobacco 
products available, and generally cheap, on 
military bases, as well as Navy ships.

After the commanding officer of the 
aircraft carrier USS  Theodore Roosevelt, 
Capt. Stanley W. Bryant, banned smok-
ing and cigarette sales on the ship in 1993, 
a congressional subcommittee drafted 
language cementing cigarette sales on 
all ships, and handing over control of ex-
change stores on ships to the military’s 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation program. 
The Navy then followed with a new regula-
tion allowing smoking on all vessels. 

Although the statute was overturned 
later by Congress, the story of the Roos-
evelt demonstrated the former power of 
the tobacco lobby and its interest in the 
military market. 

Legislators on the MWR panel received
higher donations from tobacco companies 
than their congressional colleagues, ac-
cording to a National Institutes of Health
study on the Roosevelt case. Internal docu-
ments from Philip Morris and its lobbying
arm, the Tobacco Institute, showed that 
the Roosevelt ban was an industry target.

Critics say the military still encourages
tobacco use by allowing discounted sales at
its exchanges. DOD rules require that ex-
changes sell cigarettes at no more than the
“most competitive” price in the surround-
ing community and no less than 5 percent 
below that price. Yet media reports have
shown that many exchanges still price to-
bacco products well below those rates.

In 2012, the Navy required its exchanges
to price cigarettes at no less than the “most
competitive” price outside the gates, re-
moving the 5 percent discount.  
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
harper.jon@stripes.com

 BY CAROL ROSENBERG

The Miami Herald

The military is putting two 
Guantanamo guards on trial in 
Texas on charges alleging they 
sexually assaulted junior soldiers 
at the remote outpost at a time 
when commanders were grappling 
with the prison hunger strike, the 
military said Monday.

The separate courts-martial 
will take place next month by 
order of Army Maj. Gen. Joseph P. 
DiSalvo, the commanding officer 
of Army South, the headquarters 
unit for personnel activities of sol-
diers at the U.S. detention center 
in southeast Cuba.

In one case, 1st Sgt. Richard A. 
Smith, no age provided, is accused 
of raping a sergeant in January 
2013 as well as sexually assault-
ing two other women at the base 
several months later. Smith, de-
scribed as a reservist from Orlan-
do, Fla., was activated to service 
about 10 weeks before the alleged 
rape.

Smith also faces charges alleg-
ing he bit the neck of one woman, 
a corporal, and groped another 
woman for whom no rank was pro-
vided, suggesting she was a civil-
ian contractor.

His charge sheet describes an 
alleged coercive environment of 
unwanted sexual advances — and 
worse — spanning seven months 
at Guantanamo. They include ask-
ing one junior female soldier to 
persuade another woman soldier 
to move in with him on his return 
to life in Florida; having an appar-
ently consensual adulterous sex-
ual relationship with a married 
specialist; and suggestively speak-
ing with and touching a corporal 
despite her protests to stop.

In the other case, Sgt. Stevontae 
Lacefield, no age provided, is ac-
cused of groping a specialist who 
resisted him in May 2013 in his 
quarters as well as “wrongfully 
pursuing personal and sexual re-
lationships” with four different 
privates in a 10-month span at the 
remote base. He’s also accused of 
allowing one underage private to 

drink liquor.
One of Lacefield’s alleged abuse-

of-power instances was described 
as occurring on a cellblock at the 
prison, which, as of Monday, held 
154 foreign men as war-on-terror 
captives.

At  U.S. Southern Command, 
the South Florida headquarters 
responsible for the prison, Army 
Col. Greg Julian said the cases 
come at a time of increased Pen-
tagon efforts to let soldiers know 
there’s a way to file complaints 
against “predators who prey on 
subordinates.”

 The criminal proceedings were 
first disclosed over the weekend by 
the San Antonio Express News in 
Texas, after the two soldiers’ cases 
appeared on a military docket as 
the lone April trials scheduled by 
the Army South headquarters at 
San Antonio’s Fort Sam Houston.

The Express News report said 
the prosecutions marked the first 
sexual assault trials of non-com-
missioned officers assigned to the 
12-year-old prison.

The Guantanamo prison is also 
investigating a sailor in a different 
sexual assault case. The Pentagon 
prison’s 2,100-strong staff borrows 
troops from different military ser-
vices, mostly the Army. The U.S. 
Navy suspect has not yet been 
charged, said Julian, and works in 
an administrative not guard job at 
the detention center.

The Express News cast next 
month’s trials as the first cases 
by Army South “in which a guard 
was accused of assaulting another 
GI.”

In February, however, another 
Guantanamo guard, Staff Sgt. 
Brandon Shelton, was convicted 
at an Army South court-martial 
of harming the mission by having 
sex with a more junior soldier and 

mistreating another subordinate
through inappropriate comments.

  The charge sheets show the al-
leged misconduct began at a time 
when  soldiers were replacing  sail-
ors as guards on the prison blocks.
It continued through one of the
greatest periods of tension at the
detention center — as captives
protesting their circumstances 
engaged in a sweeping hunger
strike during which SOUTHCOM
 poured in medical reinforcements
to help conduct tube-feedings of
captives.

The documents, released to
the Miami Herald on Monday, 
indicated that the charges were
originally leveled against the two
sergeants in October. Their subse-
quent pretrial hearings  were held
at Fort Sam Houston, according to 
Col. Hans Bush, the public affairs
officer there.

 Army  Maj. Gregory B. Batdorff
will serve as judge at the separate
trials — for Smith April 3-4 and
for Lacefield April 7-10.

 Smith  has spent 26 years in the
military, first with the Air Force 
and Air Force Reserve from 1987
to 2000, then the Army National 
Guard for seven years before
switching to the Army Reserves in 
February 2007. He had three other 
deployments before Guantanamo
— to Kuwait in 2003, Afghanistan
in 2007 and Iraq in 2009.

Lacefield, who lists his home-
town as Waukesha, Wis., served
twice in Iraq, according to his
service record, in 2008 and 2010, 
and got to Guantanamo from an
assignment with the 25th Infantry 
Division in Hawaii.

  Conviction in each case could 
be punished by life in prison, Ju-
lian said. 

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Air Force officials released 
a photo of convicted child molest-
er Michael L. Merritt on Tues-
day and said they are continuing 
their investigation into the former 
Ramstein Air Base airman. 

Merritt, who had served as a 
technical sergeant, was sentenced 
last week to 25 years in federal 
prison for  crimes he committed 
against victims in Germany and 
the United States. 

The Air Force is asking wit-
nesses and potential victims who 
may have knowledge of crimes 
committed by Merritt or other 
 perpetrators to contact the Air 
Force Office of Special Investiga-
tions. The agency’s local tip line 
is: (+49) (0)171-745-5382. Indi-
viduals may also call the  OSI field 
office on Ramstein at: DSN 314-
480-5409; civilian (+49) (0)637-
147-5779; or email afosi.det515.
office@us.af.mil.

Merritt pleaded guilty to  22 
military charges and specifica-
tions, including sexual assault, 
kidnapping and sodomy. His pleas 
covered crimes against four girls, 
ages 5 to 14, from 2003 through 
2013, according to information 
from the Air Force. OSI investi-
gated a number of allegations in-
volving U.S. military dependent 
children and one German  child, 
both on and off base, Air Force of-
ficials said in a written statement. 
Merritt  pleaded guilty only to of-
fenses involving U.S. military de-
pendent children, officials said.

Iris Weinbrandt, a German 

prosecutor from Zweibrücken, 
which has jurisdiction for off-
base crimes  occurring in the 
Ramstein area, said Tuesday that 
her office had no incidents on file 
involving Merritt.  

The last on-base incident 
involving Merritt at either 
Ramstein Air Base or Vogelweh 
was reported on March 27, 2013, 
 the Air Force said.

Merritt, according to his record 
of trial, will have to register as a 
sex offender.

Most of the charges against 
Merritt stemmed from offenses 
he committed while he was at 
Ramstein, an assignment that 
began in October 2006 and ended 
in August 2013, when he  was 
transferred  to F.E. Warren Air 
Base in Cheyenne, Wyo., officials 
said. 

He was sentenced to 50 years 
in prison by the military judge, 
Lt. Col. Grant Katz, but due to the 
terms of a pretrial agreement, 
his confinement will not exceed 
25 years, according to the Air 
Force.

Merritt was to be  sent to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan ., to serve his 
time, Air Force officials said last 
week.

Merritt’s punishment also in-
cluded reduction to airman basic, 
forfeiture of all pay and allowanc-
es  and a dishonorable discharge. 

Air Force officials said Mer-
ritt’s age is protected by the Pri-
vacy Act and cannot be released 
without consent.
Marcus Kloeckner contributed to this 
story.
svan.jennifer@stripes.com

Michael L. Merritt

Navy mulls tobacco sales ban on ships, bases

The charge sheets show the 
alleged misconduct began at a time when 
soldiers were replacing sailors as guards 
on the prison blocks. 

AF seeks 
possible 
victims of 
airman

Guantanamo guards face sex charges
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BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — After protests from rival 
 contractors, the Army is taking 
another look at the multimillion-
dollar contract for security at its 
posts in Germany. 

The Army has terminated the 
five-year, $322 million contract 
it awarded in January to Ger-
man security company Sicherheit 
Nord and plans to reopen  compe-
tition for the contract rather than 
fight a potentially expensive and 
lengthy battle to preserve the ini-
tial award. 

In the meantime, Pond Secu-
rity, which has some 1,800 guards 
 at Army posts in Germany, will 
continue to man the Army’s gates. 
The firm expects to begin negotia-
tions for an estimated six-month 
bridge contract soon, said Chad 
Geier, Pond’s chief of staff.

“Then we have to see what hap-
pens with the big contract, be-
cause it’s still up in the air right 
now,” he said.

By reopening the competition, 
“the government is not starting 
the process over again,” accord-
ing to the 409th Contracting Sup-
port Brigade. 

Companies that originally bid 
for the contract will have the op-
tion to clarify aspects of their pro-
posals and submit revisions. The 
409th will make a new selection 
on the basis of those revisions and 
could again award the contract to 
Sicherheit Nord.

Sicherheit Nord declined to 
make any statements to Stars and 
Stripes about the contract.

U.S.-based Triple Canopy and 
Germany-based Pond each filed 
protests after the Army awarded 
its Germany-wide security con-
tract to Sicherheit Nord in Janu-
ary. Both companies had bid for 

the contract and lost. Neither 
would elaborate on their protests, 
though the 409th characterized 
them as alleging “that the govern-
ment should not have awarded the 
contract to Sicherheit Nord and 
should have awarded the contract 
to a different vendor.” 

The government’s decision to 
terminate the contract and reopen 
the competition did not signal that 
there was any merit to the pro-
tests, according to the 409th, but 
it would better serve the procure-
ment process “because it allows 
both the offerors involved in the 
procurement and the government 
to ensure that there is a common 
understanding of the requirement, 
the content of each proposal, and 
the evaluation methodology.”

Protests such as these are not 
uncommon, according to the con-
tracting brigade. But they have 
complicated a transition that the 
Army had planned to have  com-
pleted by the end of May. Pond, 
which has had the contract for 
years, was  preparing to shed mil-
lions of dollars of equipment as-
sociated with the Army contract, 
which accounts for 80 percent of 
the company’s business. Sicherhe-
it Nord, which was rushing to hire 
at least 1,200 guards to take over 
the job, has been told by the Army 
to “stop work” on its preparations 
for taking over the contract.

Geier said that Pond guards, 
who have been concerned over 
whether they’d be  hired by Sicher-
heit Nord under the new contract , 
 are secure where they are for now. 
Pond has no plans to cut employee 
wages under the bridge contract, 
which is expected to run for about 
six months.

“In fact, they’re getting raises 
through negotiations with the 
state tariff,” he said.  
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

MILITARY

 The Associated Press

TWENTYNINE PALMS, Calif. 
 — More Marines from a Southern 
California base have died while in 
the United States than overseas at 
war in the last seven years, includ-
ing a dozen killed in accidents on 
the same desert highway, a news-
paper investigation showed.

Sixty servicemembers from the 
Marine Corps Air Ground Com-
bat Center in Twentynine Palms 
have died in the Middle East since 
2007, while 64 have died on Amer-
ican soil from causes including 
auto crashes, suicide, homicide, 
training accidents, drownings and 
illness, the Desert Sun  reported 
Monday.

The biggest number of stateside 
deaths, 28, came from off-duty ve-
hicle crashes while stationed at the 

base about an hour’s drive from 
Palm Springs. A dozen Marines 
died on Highway 62, a 151-mile 
route that runs from the Coachella 
Valley to the Arizona border and 
takes Marines from the base to 
the nearest hub for dining, night-
life and shopping.

“Any civilian that gets killed is 
still just as much of a tragedy, but 
just to have to go to war and then 
come back and die at home dur-
ing peacetime,” said Curtis Kolb, 

a San Bernardino County sheriff’s 
deputy who has investigated many
of the crashes, “it just kind of puts
it on a different level of tragic 
situation.”

Extreme speed was listed as 
a factor in more than half those
crashes, and more than a third of
the vehicle deaths involved alco-
hol, according to the newspaper.

Fifteen Marines committed sui-
cide at the base between 2007 and
2012, the paper reported. 

Bragg community marks somber day
Survivor Robert Beaujean bows his head and wipes away tears  during a ceremony at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
on Monday   to commemorate the  anniversary of the Green Ramp Disaster . Twenty years ago, an air crash 
over Pope Air Force Base produced a fireball that killed 24 soldiers and injured dozens more.  

ANDREW CRAFT, THE FAYETTEVILLE (N.C.) OBSERVER/AP

MATT MILLHAM/Stars and Stripes

 A Pond Security service van sits in a parking lot at Kleber Kaserne in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany.  

Army cancels new 
security contract 
with German firm

   German airport workers 
call for strike Thursday

FRANKFURT, Germany  —
Germany’s main public-sector 
union has called on workers at 
Frankfurt and most of the coun-
try’s other major airports to go on 
strike Thursday to reinforce pay 
demands for 2.1 million workers.

The 11-hour strike at Frank-
furt, Germany’s largest airport, 
will last from 3:30 a.m.  until 
2:30 p.m. , Ute Fritzel, a spokes-
woman for the ver.di union, said 
Tuesday.

The strike will affect ground and 
freight handling, maintenance, 
administrative and security staff, 
she said. The airport warned pas-

sengers to expect “major disrup-
tions and flight cancellations.”

Ver.di later said that walkouts
also are planned Thursday at Mu-
nich, Cologne-Bonn, Düsseldorf,
Hamburg, Hannover and Stutt-
gart airports. It said those strikes 
also will affect the day’s early
shift and end by early afternoon. 
From The Associated Press

Report: Southern Calif. base sees more 
Marines killed at home than overseas

‘ To have to go to war and then come back and 
die at home during peacetime, it just kind of puts 
it on a different level of tragic situation. ’

Curtis Kolb
San Bernardino County, Calif., sheriff’s deputy
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BY SLOBODAN LEKIC

Stars and Stripes

 Norway’s former socialist 
prime minister is likely to take 
over as NATO’s top official later 
this year when the term of cur-
rent Secretary-General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen ends, diplomats 
said Tuesday.

Jens Stoltenberg appears 
tapped to assume the top job at 
September’s NATO summit in 
Wales after securing the back-
ing of the United States and other 
leading members, said two dip-

lomats at the alliance’s Brussels 
headquarters who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

Norway’s Aftenposten news-
paper reported on Monday that 
Stoltenberg’s candidacy was sup-
ported by the U.S., Germany, 
Britain and France, and that the 
candidacy was expected to be an-
nounced at next week’s meeting 
of NATO’s foreign ministers.

NATO said it could not com-
ment on the reports.

“I would refer you to the 28 
member states,” said a NATO 
official who could not be named 

under standing rules. “Decisions 
on the appointment of the next 
secretary-general are taken by 
allies, so we can’t comment on the 
discussions or the timing.”

Traditionally, a European civil-
ian heads NATO’s political office 
in Brussels, while an American 
officer commands the alliance’s 
military forces from NATO head-
quarters in Mons, about 50 miles 
southwest of the Belgian capital. 
The secretary-general normally 
serves for a four-year term with a 
possible extension of one year.

Stoltenberg, 55, served two 
terms as Norway’s head of gov-
ernment, from 2000 to 2001 and 
from 2005 until last year. At a 
time when other NATO member 
states were slashing defense bud-
gets, Stoltenberg’s government 
steadily expanded Norway’s mili-
tary spending and modernized its 
armed forces.

He negotiated a settlement to 
a marine dispute with Russia in 
the Barents Sea and cultivated a 
strong relationship with Moscow.

If confirmed by the member 

states, Stoltenberg would take 
over at a time when the alliance is 
due to complete the withdrawal of 
its combat forces from Afghani-
stan after an inconclusive 12-year
war in which it failed to defeat the 
Taliban insurgents and bring sta-
bility to that nation. 

The appointment would also
come at a time of falling defense 
budgets among alliance members
and heightened tensions with
Russia after its occupation of
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula.
 lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

 YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — A former Yokosuka sailor 
was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on Monday for smuggling drugs 
into the country through the U.S. 
military postal system.

Jonathan Octavio Nunez, 32, 
who was extradited to Japan to 
face the charges, also received a 
 $49,000  fine following his convic-
tion for violating Japan’s narcot-
ics control law, Yokohama district 
court officials said Tuesday.

The conviction and sentencing 
come almost 10 years after Nunez 
mailed illegal drugs to the post 
boxes of two civilian employees at 
Yokosuka Naval Base, according 
to court records. Nunez, a former 
USS Vincennes sailor who was ad-
ministratively separated from the 
Navy in 2003, was unemployed 
and looking for a way to support 
the Japanese woman he married 
in May 2004, according to U.S. 
federal court documents.

In July 2004, he traveled to 
Canada and mailed a package 
containing almost 30,000 doses 
of MDMA, commonly known 
as Ecstasy, to Yokosuka Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation employee 
Babe A. Cole, using a fake name 
and return address.

Nunez sent another package 
containing 137 MDMA tablets, 
20,076 mixed MDMA/metham-
phetamine tablets and 137 grams 
of crystal methamphetamine to 
MWR employee William Jenkins, 
according to a 2010 U.S. federal 

court filing.
Both packages were intercepted 

at Narita International Airport in
July 2004. Cole and Jenkins were 
arrested soon afterward and each
sentenced to seven years in pris-
on after confessing that Nunez 
had paid them to receive the
packages.

Following Cole’s and Jenkins’
arrests, Nunez
he lived open-
ly in Minneso-
ta and Miami.
He also lived
in Peru briefly 
while working
for his father’s
aviation parts
company, ac-
cording to
court filings.

Japan 
began pro-
ceedings to
bring Nunez
back for trial
under a bilat-
eral extradi-
tion treaty in
2009. After
years of ap-
peals, Nunez 
was arrested 
in July 2013 
by Japanese

police at Chicago O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport, aboard a Japanese
commercial flight parked on the
tarmac.
Stars and Stripes reporter Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter: @eslavin_stripes 

 BY BROCK VERGAKIS

The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va.  — A civilian 
suspect approached a destroyer 
docked at the world’s largest 
naval base late Monday, disarmed 
a petty officer on watch and fatal-
ly shot a sailor, according to the 
Navy.

Navy security forces then killed 
the suspect, who was authorized 
to be at Naval Station Norfolk and 
did not bring his own weapon 
on base, according to the Navy’s 
statement. No other fatalities or 
injuries were reported.

The male sailor was shot about 
11:20 p.m. on the USS Mahan, a 
guided-missile destroyer, base 
spokeswoman Terri Davis said 
Tuesday. She said she couldn’t 

say whether the suspect had per-
mission to be aboard.

The base was briefly on lock-
down. Davis would not describe 
any other circumstances of the 
shooting but said the scene was 
secure as of early Tuesday.

The Navy will release both 
men’s names once their families 
are notified, Davis said.

The shooting on the Mahan 
comes about a month after the 
Navy held antiterrorism and 
force protection exercises on 
bases around the U.S., including 
an active-shooter drill at the Nor-
folk station.

To get on the base, civilians 
must be escorted or have iden-
tification that allows them to be 
there. Authorized civilians can in-
clude Department of Defense em-

ployees, contractors and military 
family members. Davis would not 
elaborate on how the suspect was 
authorized to get on base.

The shooting comes months 
after a September incident at the 
Washington Navy Yard in which 
a gunman — identified as a con-
tractor and former Navy reserv-
ist — killed 12 civilian workers 
before being shot to death.

The Norfolk base covers more 
than 6,000 acres  and is the home-
port for 64 ships, according to 
information the Navy provided in 
February. About 46,000 military 
members and 21,000 civilian gov-
ernment employees and contrac-
tors are assigned to the base and 
its ships, according to the Navy 
figures. 

Norway’s former PM in line to lead NATO

Former sailor gets
10-year term for
smuggling drugs

The 
conviction 
and 
sentencing 
come 
almost 10 
years after 
Nunez 
mailed 
illegal 
drugs to 
the post 
boxes of 
two civilian 
employees 
in Japan.

Sailor fatally shot, shooter killed
in attack on Navy ship in Norfolk

 AP

 The USS Mahan  moves up the Hudson River in New York during Fleet Week in 2004. A sailor was 
fatally shot aboard the  Mahan at Naval Station Norfolk,Va., late Monday .
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 BY EILEEN SULLIVAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White 
House wants the National Secu-
rity Agency to get out of the busi-
ness of sweeping up and storing 
vast amounts of data on Ameri-
cans’ phone calls.

The Obama administration this 
week is expected to propose that 
Congress overhaul the electronic 
surveillance program by having 
phone companies hold on to the 
call records as they do now, ac-
cording to a government official 
briefed on the proposal. 

The New York Times first re-
ported the details of the proposal 
Monday night. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity be-
cause the official was not autho-

rized to discuss the plan.
Details of the government’s 

secret phone records collection 
program were disclosed last year 
by former NSA systems analyst 
Edward Snowden. Privacy advo-
cates were outraged to learn that 
the government was  retaining 
phone records of innocent Ameri-
cans for up to five years. Obama 
promised to make changes to the 
program in an effort to win back 
public support.

The White House proposal 
would end the practice of sweep-
ing up the phone records of mil-
lions of Americans and  keeping 
those records for five years so the 
numbers can be searched for na-
tional security purposes. Instead, 
the White House is expected to 

propose that the phone records be 
kept for 18 months, as the phone
companies are already required 
to do by federal regulation, and
that it be able to preserve its abil-
ity to see certain records in spe-
cific circumstances approved by
a judge.

According to a senior adminis-
tration official, the president will
present “a sound approach to en-
suring the government no longer
collects or holds this data, but still 
ensures that the government has
access to the information it needs
to meet the national security
needs his team has identified.”  

The president’s plan, however, 
relies on Congress to pass legisla-
tion — something that has so far 
seemed unlikely. 

 The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Port Au-
thority of New York and New 
Jersey and the New York police 
commissioner denounced the 
parachute jump off 1 World Trade 
Center last fall by three skydiv-
ing enthusiasts as a lawless act 
that put others in danger.

“The Port Authority joins the 
NYPD in condemning this law-
less and selfish act that clearly 
endangered the public,” the 
agency said in a statement early 
Tuesday. “One of the jumpers 
worked construction at the WTC 
and violated the spirit of respect 
and reverence for this sacred site 
that almost all connected with the 
WTC project feel.”

Four men — three daredevils 
and someone accused of being 
an accomplice — were arrested 
Monday in connection with the 
Sept. 30 “BASE jumping” from 
the nation’s tallest building. The 
acronym stands for “building, an-
tenna, span, earth.”

 They were arraigned on charg-
es including felony burglary.

“These arrests should send 
a message to anyone thinking 
about misusing a landmark this 
way,” Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton said. 

The arrests came days after 
a New Jersey teenager was ac-
cused of unlawfully entering the 
site, eluding an inattentive secu-
rity guard and spending about 
two hours atop the 1,776-foot-tall 
tower. The skyscraper, still under 
construction, crowns the rebuilt 
World Trade Center, a project 
steeped in security concerns.

The  NYPD said last fall that in-
vestigators were looking for two 
parachutists in dark jumpsuits 
seen floating near the building 
around 3 a.m. on Sept. 30, landing 
by a nearby skyscraper and walk-
ing away.

It was “very exhilarating,” one 
of the accused jumpers, Andrew 
Rossig, said Monday as he and co-
defendant James Brady headed to 
a police precinct to surrender. 

RICHARD DREW/AP

James Brady, left, and Andrew Rossig , two parachutists who jumped 
from 1 World Trader Center in September , are accompanied by 
attorneys Timothy Parlatore, background left, and Andrew Mancilla 
to surrender to police in New York on Monday. 

NSA restrictions are eyed

WTC parachute jump 
condemned as ‘selfish’
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That report was written by geomorphol-
ogist Daniel J. Miller and his wife, Lynne 
Rodgers Miller, The Times said. “We’ve 
known it would happen at some point,” 
Daniel Miller told the newspaper.

Snohomish County Executive John 
Lovick and Public Works Director Steve 
Thomsen said Monday night they were not 
aware of the 1999 report. “A slide of this 
magnitude is very difficult to predict,” 
Thomsen told The Times. “There was no 
indication, no indication at all.”

At a news conference in the Neth-
erlands on Tuesday, President Barack 
Obama asked Americans to send their 
thoughts and prayers to Washington state 
as search operations continue. The presi-
dent called Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
early Tuesday, said Jaime Smith, an Inslee 
spokeswoman.

Within hours of the mudslide, emer-
gency crews were searching for life in a 
postapocalyptic scene, dodging chunks of 
splintered birch trunks, half-buried pickup 
trucks and growing pools of water from the 
now-blocked Stillaguamish River.

Ed Hrivnak, who was co-piloting an 
aircraft that was the first to arrive at the 
scene, said a lot of the houses weren’t bur-
ied. When they got hit, “the houses explod-
ed.” He said cars were crushed into little 
pieces, their tires the only signs that they 
had been vehicles.

He said he saw people so thoroughly cov-
ered in mud that searchers could spot them 
only by the whites of their waving palms. 
His helicopter rescued eight people, in-
cluding a 4-year-old boy who was up to his 
knees in concretelike compressed mud.

The mud was so sticky, the rescuers 
were worried about getting stuck so the 
helicopter hovered about a foot away and 
the crew chief tried to pull him out. “He 
was suctioned in that mud so much that his 
pants came off,” Hrivnak said.

The boy was taken to a hospital and 
was reunited with his mom. Hrivnak said 
the boy’s father and three siblings are 
missing.

Rescuers racing in firetrucks and ambu-
lances screeched to a stop at the edge of the 
wasteland. Somewhere, someone was cry-
ing for help. When a team of firefighters 
waded chest-deep into the mud, they had 
to be rescued themselves, and the ground 
search was suspended overnight Saturday, 
with the death toll at three.

On Sunday, after geologists deemed the 
area stable enough to re-enter, another 
five bodies were found. By Monday, when 
another six corpses were located, exhaus-
tion and despair were overtaking the early 
adrenaline and alarm.

 The threat of potential flash floods or an-
other landslide also loomed over rescuers. 
On Monday, some crews had to pull back 
because of concern that a hillside could 
shift.  

The dry, sunny weather had turned 
to rain, which was expected to continue 
throughout the day. 

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

NATION

Mudslide: Geomorphologist predicted in 1999 ‘large catastrophic failure’

JOSHUA TRUJILLO, SEATTLEPI.COM/AP

Rescue workers remove a body from the wreckage of a home near Oso, Wash., that 
was destroyed by the mudslide .

TED S. WARREN/AP

Th is massive mudslide near Arlington, Wash., killed at least 14 people on Saturday and left almost 200 missing .

‘ He (a 4-year-old boy) 
was suctioned in that 
mud so much that his 
pants came off. ’

Ed Hrivnak
co-pilot of rescue helicopter



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 9Wednesday, March 26, 2014



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 10     F3HIJKLM Wednesday, March 26, 2014

 BY SCOTT MCDONALD 
AND EILEEN NG

The Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia  — 
Malaysia said Tuesday that it has 
narrowed the search for a downed 
jetliner to an area the size of Texas 
and Oklahoma in the southern In-
dian Ocean, while Australia said 
improved weather would allow the 
hunt for possible debris from the 
plane to resume.

The comments from Defense 
Minister Hishammuddin Hussein 
came a day after the country’s 
prime minister announced that a 
new analysis of satellite data con-
firmed the plane had crashed in a 
remote part of the southern Indian 
Ocean, killing all 239 aboard.

But the searchers will face a 
daunting task of combing a vast 
expanse of choppy seas for sus-
pected remnants of the aircraft 
sighted earlier.

 There had been two corridors 
 for the search. Hishammuddin 
said operations had been halted in 
the northern corridor that swept 
up from Malaysia toward Central 
Asia, as well as in the northern 
section of the southern corridor 
that arches down from Malaysia 
toward Antarctica.

That still leaves a large area 
of 1.6 million square kilometers 
 622,000 square miles , but just 20 
percent of the area that was previ-
ously being searched.

In remarks to the Malaysian 
Parliament on Tuesday, Prime 
Minister Najib Razak cau-
tioned that the search will take 
a long time and “we will have to 
face unexpected and extraordi-
nary challenges.”

Late Monday, Najib announced 
that the Boeing 777 had gone 
down in the sea with no survivors. 
That’s all that investigators and 
the Malaysian government have 
been able to say with certainty 
about Flight 370’s fate since it dis-
appeared  March 8 shortly after 
taking off from Kuala Lumpur for 
Beijing.

Left unanswered are many 
troubling questions about why 
it was so far off course. Experts 
piecing together radar and sat-
ellite data believe the plane 
back-tracked over Malaysia and 
then traveled in the opposite 

direction to the Indian Ocean.
Investigators will be looking 

at various possibilities including 
mechanical or electrical failure, 
hijacking, sabotage, terrorism or 
issues related to the mental health 
of the pilots or someone else on 
board.

“We do not know why,” the air-
line’s chief executive, Ahmad Jau-
hari Yahya, told reporters. “We do 
not know how. We do not know how 
the terrible tragedy happened.”

Najib’s announcement set off a 
storm of anguish and anger among 
the families of the passengers and 
crew,  two-thirds of them Chinese.

Nearly 100 relatives and their 
supporters marched to the Malay-
sian Embassy in Beijing, where 
they threw plastic water bottles, 
tried to rush the gate and chanted, 
“Liars!” 

President Xi Jinping ordered 
a special envoy, Vice Foreign 
Minister Zhang Yesui, to Kuala 
Lumpur to deal with the case, 
and Deputy Foreign Minister 
Xie Hangsheng told Malaysia’s 
ambassador that China wanted 
to know exactly what led Najib to 
announce that the plane had been 
lost, a statement on the ministry’s 
website said. 

WORLD

 BY ROD MCGUIRK

The Associated Press

CANBERRA, Australia  — Not
one object has been recovered
from the missing airliner that
Malaysian officials are now con-
vinced plunged into the southern
Indian Ocean 17 days ago. Some 
of the pieces are likely  11,500 feet
underwater. Others are bobbing 
in a fickle system of currents that 
one oceanographer compares to a
pinball machine. And by now, they 
could easily be hundreds of  miles
away from each other.

The job of gathering this wreck-
age, and especially the black boxes
that will help determine what
happened to Malaysia Airlines
Flight 370, is an unprecedented
challenge. 

The crews who needed two
years to find a black box from the

Air France
flight lost in
the Atlantic 
in 2009 had
much more 
information to
go on.

“Even 
though that
was the big-
gest and most
complicated 
search for an
aircraft in the 
ocean ever
conducted, it
was a relative-
ly refined area 
compared 
with what 
we’re talking
about here,” 
said U.S. un-

derwater wreck hunter David 
Mearns, who advised both British
and French investigators in the 
Air France case. 

It was analysis of satellite data,
rather than any confirmed wreck-
age, that led Malaysia to conclude
Monday that Flight 370 plunged 
into the Indian Ocean  1,550 miles
southwest of the Australian west
coast city of Perth, and that all 239
people aboard died.  

Geoff Dell, discipline leader of
accident investigation at Central 
Queensland University, said Tues-
day that if the black boxes are
found, it would be the most diffi-
cult search for a lost plane ever to
succeed.  

“We’re not searching for a nee-
dle in a haystack,” said Air Mar-
shal Mark Binskin, Australia’s 
deputy defense chief. “We’re still 
trying to define where the hay-
stack is.” 

Dell said there’s an urgent
need to find any wreckage from 
the plane. Even one piece would
allow oceanographers to plot
where it might have drifted from. 
That information, combined with
the vague course of the plane
calculated by British satellite
company Inmarsat, could greatly
refine the search area for pieces
that have sunk. 

Plane hunt 
uniquely 
hard due to
conditions

 Relatives of Chinese passengers onboard Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 cry as they protest outside the 
Malaysian Embassy in Beijing  on Tuesday .  

‘ We’re not 
searching 
for a 
needle in 
a haystack 
— we’re 
still trying 
to define 
where the 
haystack 
is. ’

Air Marshal 
Mark Binskin
Australia deputy 

defense chief

Missing jet search area narrows
AP photos

 Crewmen on board an RAAF AP-3C Orion aircraft  search  for missing Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370 over the Indian Ocean on Monday. 
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 BY PETER LEONARD

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Lawmakers 
in Ukraine accepted the resigna-
tion of the defense minister Tues-
day as thousands of troops began 
withdrawing from the Crimean 
Peninsula, now controlled by 
Russia.

In an address to parliament, Igor 
Tenyukh said he rejected criticism 
that he had failed to issue clear 
instructions to troops, but that he 
reserved the right to step down. 
Lawmakers initially refused his 
resignation but later accepted it. 
A majority then voted to appoint 
Col. Gen. Mikhail Kovalyov as his 
replacement.

Authorities in Ukraine have 
come under criticism for their 
often hesitant reaction to Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea, which was 
formalized following a hastily or-
ganized referendum this month.

In Crimea, Ukrainian soldiers 
piled onto buses and began their 
journey to Ukrainian territory 
on Tuesday as former comrades 
saluted them from outside a base 
overrun by Russian forces.

Tenyukh said he had received 
requests to leave Crimea from 
about 6,500 soldiers and fam-
ily members — meaning about 
two-thirds of the 18,800 military 
personnel and relatives stationed 
there were so far taking their 
chances in the peninsula newly 
absorbed by Russia.

He said 4,300  “servicemen 
and 2,200 family members wish 
to continue serving in Ukraine’s 
armed forces and will be evacuat-
ed from the autonomous republic 
of Crimea.” 

In an apparent effort to consoli-
date control from Kiev, Ukrainian 
police forces trying to detain a 
prominent member of a radical 
nationalist movement that was key 
in recent anti-government demon-
strations killed the man after he 
opened fire, the Interior Ministry 
said.

Right Sector’s Oleksandr 

Muzychko, better known by his 
nom de guerre, Sashko Bily, had 
become a recurring figure in Rus-
sian attempts to portray Ukraine’s 
interim government as dominated 
by radical nationalists. Moscow 
has cited the purported influence 
of groups like Right Sector to jus-
tify the absorption of Crimea.

Many in Ukraine downplay 
Right Sector’s importance. Po-
lice say Muzychko was sought for 
organized crime links, hooligan-
ism and for threatening public 
officials.

Ukraine’s new government has 
struggled to exert authority since 
last month’s overthrow of Rus-
sian-supported President Viktor 
Yanukovych.

Officials in Moscow, meanwhile, 
are warning Kiev that the coun-
try’s new government may have to 
pay more for Russian gas, which is 
the main part of Ukraine’s energy 
mix.

President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, said 
on Tuesday that the gas discount 
was linked to the lease deal for 
the Russian Black Sea fleet’s pres-
ence in Crimea. Now that Crimea 
is part of Russia and Moscow does 
not have to pay for the lease, Rus-
sia sees “no reason for the dis-
count,” Peskov said, quoted by 
Russian news agencies.

He added that it is up to gas 
company Gazprom to set the price 
for Ukraine. 

 The Associated Press

LONDON — Air pollution kills about 7 mil-
lion people worldwide every year, with more 
than half of the fatalities due to fumes from 
indoor stoves, according to a new report from 
the World Health Organization published 
Tuesday.

The agency said air pollution is the cause of 
about one in eight deaths and has become the 
single biggest environmental health risk.

“We all have to breathe, which makes pol-
lution very hard to avoid,” said Frank Kelly, 
director of the environmental research group 
at King’s College London, who was not part of 
the WHO report.

One of the main risks of pollution is that tiny 
particles can get deep into the lungs, causing 
irritation. Scientists also suspect air pollution 
may be to blame for inflammation in the heart, 
leading to chronic problems or a heart attack. 

 Last year, WHO’s cancer agency classified 
air pollution as a carcinogen, linking dirty air 
to lung and bladder cancer.

 WHO’s report noted that women had high-
er levels of exposure than men in developing 
countries.

“Poor women and children pay a heavy
price from indoor air pollution since they spend
more time at home breathing in smoke and soot
from leaky coal and wood cook stoves,” Flavia
Bustreo, WHO Assistant director-general for
family, women and children’s health, said in a
statement.

Other experts said more research was need-
ed to identify the deadliest components of pol-
lution in order to target control measures more
effectively.

“We don’t know if dust from the Sahara is as
bad as diesel fuel or burning coal,” said Majid
Ezzati, chair in global environmental health at
Imperial College London.

  Kelly said people could also reduce their in-
dividual exposure to choking fumes by avoid-
ing traveling at rush hour or by taking smaller
roads. 

Despite the increasing use of face masks
in heavily polluted cities such as Beijing and
Tokyo, Kelly said there was little evidence that
they work. 

“The real problem is that wearing masks 
sends out the message we can live with pol-
luted air,” he said. “We need to change our way
of life entirely to reduce pollution.” 

 Egypt to issue verdict 
on mass trial April 28

MINYA, Egypt — An Egyptian 
judge said he will issue a verdict 
on April 28 in a new mass trial of 
683 suspected Islamist supporters 
of ousted president Mohammed 
Morsi for murder and attempted 
murder after a single session boy-
cotted by defense lawyers.

Judge Said Youssef held trial in 
the city of Minya, south of Cairo. 
He went ahead with the session 
on Tuesday, hearing witnesses 
in the case despite the lawyers’ 
absence.

The same judge sentenced more 
than 520 defendants to death on 
Monday in a similar mass trial, 
which lasted only two sessions.

Egyptian authorities are hold-
ing a series of mass trials as part 
of a monthslong crackdown on 
Islamists and the Muslim Broth-
erhood since the military’s July 
ouster of  Morsi. 

From The Associated Press

Defense chief resigns as troops leave Crimea

WHO: Pollution kills 7M annually
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 Children wearing masks walk home after 
school in Beijing  .
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Above: Ukrainian marines leaving their base wave from a bus in Feodosia, Crimea, on Tuesday .  Below: Ukrainian Defense Minister Igor 
Tenyukh pauses as he answers a question during a news conference at a hotel in Kiev, Ukraine. 
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Data on vets’ grad rates dispel ‘dropout’ myth
BY MICHAEL DAKDUK

Data on nearly 1 million veterans 
enrolled in postsecondary edu-
cation from 2002 to 2010 was 
released this  week, giving the 

public a window into how student veterans 
progress  academically. 

The good news: Our nation’s heroes 
graduate at levels comparable to their 
peers in higher education, which means 
our nation made the right investment by 
providing returning veterans with access 
to the funding they need to obtain career 
skills for their post-military life.

The initiative — which was dubbed the 
Million Records Project and was spear-
headed by Student Veterans of America 
in partnership with the National Student 
Clearinghouse and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs — showed completion data, 
fields of study and demographic informa-
tion on nearly 1 million veterans.

The completion rate for student veter-
ans beginning their enrollment within the 
eight-year window, 2002-10, was over 51 
percent. That number, a rate expected to 
rise over time, is far more settling than the 
public narrative previously being shaped. 
Not too long ago veteran advocates were 
combating the notion that veterans drop 
out in high numbers — even as high as 88 
percent in their first year!  Many veteran 
advocates never subscribed to such an ex-
treme picture being presented. This study, 

while far more sobering, should be care-
fully analyzed and appreciated for what it 
is and what it is not.

The Million Records Project is a better 
snapshot of veterans primarily enrolled 
under the Montgomery GI Bill, a benefit 
that while not as generous as the Post-9/11 
GI Bill, still helps hundreds of thousands 
of transitioning servicemembers begin 
their path toward higher education. The 
Montgomery GI Bill provides a monthly, 
flat-rate benefit, whereas the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill provides the highest in-state tuition 
rates for veterans, a housing allowance, an 
optional Yellow Ribbon Program for stu-
dents attending private institutions to off-
set the difference in tuition and fees, and 
benefits for other education-related costs. 
The scope of this latest study does not fully 
capture the completion rates of Post-9/11 
GI Bill veterans enrolled today. 

Consider this reality for student veterans 
prior to the Post-9/11 GI Bill, a majority of 
which is captured in this study: In October 
2002, the benefit for the Montgomery GI 
Bill (active duty) was valued at $900 per 
month for full-time college students. For 
those enrolled under the reserve version, 
the monthly amount was $276. During the 
2002-03 academic year, the average cost 
of attendance at all postsecondary institu-
tions was $14,298.

The Montgomery GI Bill is hardly a ben-
efit comparable to the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

We should be ecstatic about the comple-
tion rates displayed by veterans under the 
Montgomery GI Bill, a program that was 
in dire need of updating given the rising 
costs in higher education. 

While the new data’s results are re-
vealing, they should be analyzed with
an appreciation for their limitations and
the need for additional data. This report
clearly states that it is premature to make
any strong statements about the success of 
veterans enrolled under the new Post-9/11 
GI Bill program. Since the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill was implemented recently — in 2009
— not enough time has passed for veter-
ans to complete their postsecondary pro-
grams. Consequently, data are limited on 
this group of student veterans. 

Most importantly, though, this report
moves the dialogue regarding student 
veterans’ success in a positive direction. 
Veteran advocates have long argued that 
veterans enrolled in postsecondary pro-
grams graduate at rates similar to, or
above, their peers. We must continue to 
create and foster a pathway for student vet-
erans to achieve educational success. 
Michael Dakduk is a former executive direc-
tor of Student Veterans of America . He led the 
Million Records Project partnership between 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, the National 
Student Clearinghouse and SVA. He is currently 
the vice president of military and veterans affairs 
for the Association of Private Sector Colleges and 
Universities .
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Reform can survive Tate, Sinclair verdicts
 BY DAN K. THOMASSON

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON

The verdicts are in and only one 
thing seems certain. No one in the 
two sensational military sexual 
assault cases is innocent — not 

the general or his woman scorned nor the 
Naval Academy midshipman and his once-
reluctant accuser nor for that matter the 
woeful system that prosecuted the whole 
mess.

To paraphrase a legal adage, bad cases 
often bring bad results, and that above 
anything else seems to be the conclusion 
here. Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair escapes 
without jail time after being charged with 
forcing a sexual act on his ex-mistress, an 
allegation that could have brought him life 
in prison. He gets reprimanded and fined 
$20,000. He now just wants to hug his wife 
and kids. I’ll bet he does, if they’re dumb 
enough to accept him.

The mistress — who was his regular 
bedmate for three years — gets to keep her 
anonymity (at least in the national press) 
but loses her veracity by apparently lying 
about a key bit of evidence, resulting in the 
general’s lenient sentence.

One might say these two deserve each 
other. Maybe they should be the ones to 
hug or whatever and make up.

At least Sinclair, the highest ranking of-
ficer to be tried for an adulterous affair, 
was expected to have enough judgment 
to avoid such a dangerous liaison. He had 
full knowledge of the cardinal rule he was 
breaking. That simply is that one can do 
anything in the Army, but just don’t get 

caught. Apparently, the heat of Iraq and 
Afghanistan inflamed him. He also report-
edly had assignations  with other women.

In the matter of Joshua Tate, a former 
Navy football player, the lack of maturity 
on everyone’s part legitimately could be 
cited as a mitigating factor no matter what 
opponents of the current method of mili-
tary justice might demand. Both Tate and 
the female fellow midshipman who clearly 
was pressured into accusing him of taking 
advantage of her while she was too drunk 
to resist were guilty of gross irresponsibil-
ity. This all took place at an off-campus 
Toga/Yoga party where excessive alcohol 
consumption mixed badly with raging 
hormones.

Tate was acquitted of the allegations after 
three days of lurid testimony in which his 
alleged victim admitted she didn’t remem-
ber too much about that night. She had for 
nine months just fervently wished that the 
whole thing would go away and even asked 
Tate to lie for her about what happened. 
She finally capitulated to threats from an-
other female classmate to bring charges.

The entire matter turned on whether one 
can be too drunk to consent. The judge de-
cided the prosecution didn’t make its case 
that she had reached that point.

This is a tragedy for both parties. They 
both lose. Tate has agreed to leave the 
academy rather than face charges of lying. 
While the young lady will remain in line for 
a degree, she has been the object of mind-
less, despicable depictions in the social 
media and is considered a campus pariah. 
She and Tate and others showed hideous 
judgment that often accompanies college 

social activities, especially in high-octane, 
rigidly disciplined schools like the military 
academies. Blowing off steam becomes al-
most a necessity.

That is not meant to trivialize or excuse
what occurred here.

Unfortunately, that has gone on too long
not only at the academies but in the regu-
lar callous response of the military justice 
system and chain of command to those
women who allege sexual exploitation and
harassment on the part of their superiors
or are afraid to do so.

These high-profile cases — Sinclair’s and
Tate’s — were affected by political pres-
sure. In the Sinclair matter, the discovery
of high-level emails discussing the politi-
cal implications tainted the process. Those
in and out of Congress seeking to bring
major changes in the military’s adjudica-
tion of sexual abuse cases were outraged
by Tate’s acquittal. Actually the original
decision to go ahead with the prosecution
obviously was based to some degree on
concern about the political fallout.

Neither outcome should be considered 
prime examples for reforming an obvious-
ly bad system. In truth, the cases probably
should not have been brought considering
the circumstances. There was a strong
implication of an angry, jilted woman in
the Sinclair affair. While clearly guilty of
breaking military law, he was overcharged.
The burden of proof of Tate’s accuser was
too heavy to carry given her own indiscre-
tions and uncertainties.
Dan K. Thomasson is an op-ed columnist for 
McClatchy-Tribune and a former vice president of 
Scripps Howard Newspapers. 
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 BY EUGENE KONTOROVICH

It has become a truism in discussions 
of Russia’s takeover of Crimea that in 
the post-World War II international 
order, countries no longer rewrite 

borders through force — or if they do, rare-
ly find themselves faced with determined 
opposition from other states. As Secretary 
of State John Kerry put it, the Crimea cam-
paign is a “19th-century act.”

Such statements ignore major pieces of 
inconvenient history. Though it is too early 
to say much about the 21st century, the late 
20th century saw countries gobble up for-
eign territory. Indeed, even the more mod-
est claim that such territorial conquest is 
unknown in Europe is not true. Sometimes 
these actions met determined internation-
al opposition, but just as often they did not. 
Immediate objections fade. Indeed, a com-
prehensive study of post-WWII conquest 
finds that United Nations condemnation 
happens in well under half the cases.

Russian President Vladimir Putin need-
ed to look no further than his Black Sea 
neighbor Turkey for inspiration. In 1974, 
Turkey invaded northern Cyprus, and con-
tinues to occupy the northern third of the 
island under an unrecognized puppet re-
gime. Cyprus, a member of the European 
Union, is not a member of NATO. That has 
not prevented the development of close re-

lations, and even solicitude, from the EU 
toward its own occupier.

As Turkey was grabbing Cyprus, Moroc-
co snatched the massive and resource-rich 
Western Sahara — like Russia’s Crimea 
move, in a swift action that did not result 
in the firing of a shot. The Moroccan inva-
sion was met with a U.N. Security Council 
condemnation, which  was shrugged off. 
Although no nation has recognized Moroc-
can sovereignty over the occupied area, 
Morocco remains a close ally of the United 
States and the EU. Indeed, U.S. policy now 
supports Moroccan proposals to retain the 
occupied territory under Moroccan sover-
eignty with local autonomy. Moreover, Eu-
ropean companies happily help Morocco 
exploit Western Sahara’s resources, and 
recent treaties with Europe even acknowl-
edge and engage with Moroccan control.

Perhaps the most egregious examples 
are the bloody conquests of entire coun-
tries. It seems 1975 was the year for such 
things, with North Vietnam wiping South 
Vietnam off the map and Indonesia seiz-
ing East Timor. All nations now recognize 
Hanoi’s sovereignty over all Vietnam. And 
despite a hostile Security Council resolu-
tion, the West quietly supported Indone-
sia’s Timor position for decades, before 
Jakarta’s brutality made the issue difficult 
to ignore.

More recently, Armenia successfully 

conquered parts of Azerbaijan in the 
1990s, a move condemned by the EU but 
that seems unlikely to be reversed. And, of 
course, Russia snagged parts of Georgia 
just five years ago — and, after a series 
of Western threats, was punished with an 
Olympic Games.

When conquest fails, it is because of re-
sistance from the target state — as with 
Argentina’s bid for the Falklands, or Lib-
ya’s for parts of Chad, and Iraq’s attack on 
Iran. But international tsk-tsking does not 
do the trick. Saddam Hussein’s invasion of 
Kuwait, which led to an international effort 
to eject him, is not the paradigm but rather 
the exception.

Even in cases in which the conqueror’s 
control remains in dispute, it does not poi-
son international relations. Israel’s 1967 
Six-Day War successes are the exception 
that prove the rule. It is unimaginable 
that 45 years from now, the EU will be de-
manding that Russian exports be clearly 
marked to indicate they did not come from 
“occupied Ukrainian territory.” Based on 
the current sanctions threats, it will not be 
doing this 45 days from now.

Indeed, the vigor with which the in-
ternational community has maintained, 
and increased, its objections over Israel’s 
presence in the West Bank may divert at-
tention from other conquests. Putin knows 
this. Remarkably, Russia retained its sta-

tus as a member of the “quartet” — with 
the U.S., EU and U.N. — seeking to broker
Israeli territorial withdrawals even after it 
invaded Georgia.

To be sure, the post-Cold War world
has seen an apparent reduction in territo-
rial expansionism. But this is not because 
of any fundamental shift in international
mores but for more mundane reasons. The 
wars of the 21st century have been wars of 
secession and dissolution. Separatism is a
counterbalance to aggrandizement.

More important, territorial control has
on the whole become less valuable for
states. A much smaller percentage of to-
day’s value production comes from land
and natural sources, so control of territory
gets the occupier less. Moreover, improve-
ments in communications and transporta-
tion make it much easier to have a docile
puppet state.

Today, conquest is less often a national
interest. But when it is, legal barriers pose
little restraint. Indeed, the West’s contin-
ued willingness to effectively abide the
major land grabs of Turkey and Morocco
suggests that, except for unusual cases, the
West will do little to stop such acts in the 
future.
Eugene Kontorovich is a professor at 
Northwestern University School of Law, special-
izing in international and constitutional law. This 
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times. 

GOP sure only of Ukraine’s political value

Think Russia’s land grab is unique? Think again

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Senate Foreign Relations Committee ranking member Bob Corker, R-Tenn., on military 
aid to Ukraine: “I don’t know that that’s something we should be doing right away.” 

 BY DOYLE MCMANUS

Los Angeles Times

Here’s what the United States has 
done so far in an attempt to deter 
further Russian incursions into 
Ukraine: applied two rounds of 

economic sanctions and asked Congress to 
approve $1 billion in loan guarantees for 
Kiev.

Here’s what President Barack Obama 
says he won’t do:

“We are not going to be getting into a 
military excursion in Ukraine,” he told a 
television station in San Diego last week.

The president’s careful response and 
unwillingness to consider military inter-
vention has met with general support from 
other Democrats. But Republicans have 
been sharply critical.

“This is the ultimate result of a feckless 
foreign policy in which nobody believes in 
America’s strength anymore,” Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., charged this month.

The sniping is no surprise given the par-
tisan divide in Washington. But would a 
Republican in the White House instead of 
Obama actually plot a different course?

That would depend entirely on which 
Republican we’re talking about. The GOP 
has long been divided on foreign policy, 
and Ukraine has exposed fault lines that 
are likely to grow as the Republicans’ 2016 
nomination contest nears.

On foreign policy in general, and on 
Ukraine in particular, Republicans fall 
into three camps: hawks, realists and 
libertarians.

Let’s start with the hawks. McCain, the 
hawks’ leading voice on Ukraine, has been 
warning against a resurgent Russia at 
least since his 2000 presidential campaign, 
when he called for sanctions against Putin 
over Russia’s actions in Chechnya. In the 
current crisis, he is still not calling for U.S. 
boots on the ground, but he has called for 
immediate shipments of small arms and 
ammunition to Kiev, as well as U.S. intelli-
gence-sharing. “The United States should 
not be imposing an arms embargo on a vic-
tim of aggression,” he said last week.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., a younger 

hawk, has gone a step further, calling not 
only for military aid to Kiev but also for sus-
pending cooperation with Russia on other 
diplomatic projects, including negotiations 
with Iran. “Put simply, Russia should no 
longer be considered a responsible partner 
on any major international issue,” Rubio 
wrote last week in what amounted to a call 
for a new Cold War.

William Kristol, editor of the Weekly 
Standard, may be the most hawkish of the 
hawks. Last week, he told CNN that “de-
ploying ground troops … should not be 
ruled out.”

Closer to the center of the GOP is moder-
ate conservative Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
the top Republican on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and a realist when it 
comes to foreign policy.

Corker had the courage to praise 
Obama’s economic sanctions as “a step in 
the right direction,” although he said he 
thought the president should add tougher 
measures. “We should send some shock 
waves through the Russian economy,” he 
told me.

But military aid can wait, Corker said. “I 
don’t know that that’s something we should 
be doing right away.”

Over the long run, the United States 
should strengthen its military relationship 
with Ukraine, Corker said — but not now, 
in the heat of the crisis. “Military assis-
tance isn’t the priority today,” he said. “It’s 
to establish with the Ukrainians that we’re 
going to be with them over the long haul.”

The calmest part of the Republican 
Party when it comes to Ukraine may be its 
most traditional realists, who ran foreign 
policy during several presidencies.

The main U.S. goal in Ukraine, former 
national security adviser Brent Scowcroft 
said last week, should be to make sure 
the conflict in Russia’s backyard doesn’t 
spread to other countries or other issues.

“I don’t think it’s an issue of that great 
consequence,” Scowcroft said of Crimea. It 
would be a mistake, he said, to try to match 
Russia “belligerence by belligerence.”

“That may be where we end up, but I 
doubt we have to start there.”

Finally, there are the libertarians, which 

brings us to Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., who’s 
at the top of early polls of potential Repub-
lican presidential nominees. Paul has been 
working hard in recent months to make his 
positions sound closer to the party’s main-
stream, which means criticizing the presi-
dent and trying to sound hawkish.

But as a libertarian, he still wants to 
wage a minimalist foreign policy. The cur-
rent situation has left him sounding a bit 
incoherent.

“If I were president, I wouldn’t let 
Vladimir Putin get away with it,” Paul an-
nounced in a column in Time magazine. 
What would he do? Among other steps, he’d 
suspend all U.S. economic aid to Ukraine, 
because some of the money might end up 
in Russia. In short, he’d destroy the Ukrai-
nian economy in order to save it.

But the senator didn’t go as far as his far 
more isolationist libertarian father, who 
wrote in USA Today that even that much 
activism in Ukraine would be too much. 

“Why does the U.S. care which flag will 
be hoisted on a small piece of land thou-
sands of miles away?” Ron Paul wrote. “So
what?”

That attitude may have the most reso-
nance with the American people. A Pew
Research Center poll conducted in early
March, before Crimea was annexed, found 
that most Americans believed the United 
States should “not get too involved” in the
conflict. That included 50 percent of Re-
publicans, against only 37 percent who fa-
vored taking a firm stance against Russia.

The crisis in Ukraine has presented a 
new opportunity for Republicans to snipe
at the Obama administration, and they
have embraced the task enthusiastically.
But the pile-on isn’t without risk. Debate 
about what to do about Russia has also
caused new fissures within the party, and
they’re unlikely to be healed before 2016.
Doyle McManus is a Los Angeles Times columnist . 



 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — About half 
of all payday loans are made to 
people who extend the loans so 
many times they end up paying 
more in fees than the original 
amount they borrowed, a report 
by a federal watchdog has found.

The report released Tuesday 
by the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau also shows that 
four of five payday loans are ex-
tended, or “rolled over,” within 14 
days. Additional fees are charged 
when loans are rolled over.

Payday loans, also known as 
cash advances or check loans, are 
short-term loans at high interest 
rates, usually for $500 or less. 
They often are made to borrowers 
with weak credit or low incomes, 
and the storefront businesses 
often are located near military 
bases. The equivalent annual in-
terest rates run to three digits.

 The CFPB report was based on 

data from about 12 million payday 
loans in 30 states in 2011 and 2012. 
It also found that four of five pay-
day borrowers either default on 
or extend a payday loan over the 
course of a year. Only 15 percent of 
borrowers repay all their payday 
debts on time without re-borrow-
ing within 14 days, and 64 percent 
renew at least one loan one or more 
times, according to the report. 
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Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 65 44 Clr
Akron, Ohio 28 13 PCldy
Albany, N.Y. 32 22 Clr
Albuquerque 67 43 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 37 26 PCldy
Amarillo 70 37 Clr
Anchorage 38 19 Clr
Asheville 44 21 Clr
Atlanta 53 29 Clr
Atlantic City 40 28 Clr
Austin 62 48 Rain
Baltimore 40 26 Clr
Baton Rouge 65 37 Cldy
Billings 46 31 Rain
Birmingham 53 27 Clr
Bismarck 42 19 Cldy
Boise 55 39 Cldy
Boston 39 26 Snow
Bridgeport 38 27 Clr
Brownsville 71 64 Cldy
Buffalo 23 13 Snow
Burlington, Vt. 34 13 Cldy
Caribou, Maine 28 7 Clr
Casper 56 33 Cldy
Charleston, S.C. 55 35 Clr
Charleston, W.Va. 40 21 PCldy
Charlotte, N.C. 49 26 Clr

Chattanooga 50 25 Clr
Cheyenne 60 33 PCldy
Chicago 37 16 PCldy
Cincinnati 39 19 Clr
Cleveland 27 14 PCldy
Colorado Springs 68 33 PCldy
Columbia, S.C. 57 31 Clr
Columbus, Ga. 57 32 Clr
Columbus, Ohio 34 19 Clr
Concord, N.H. 36 16 Clr
Corpus Christi 68 59 Rain
Dallas-Ft. Worth 54 41 Rain
Dayton 35 16 Clr
Daytona Beach 63 46 Clr
Denver 70 37 Cldy
Des Moines 55 22 Clr
Detroit 27 12 PCldy
Duluth 28 0 Clr
El Paso 78 51 Cldy
Elkins 30 14 Cldy
Erie 22 14 Cldy
Eugene 55 42 Rain
Evansville 45 20 Clr
Fairbanks 41 3 Clr
Fargo 40 12 Cldy
Flagstaff 52 31 Clr
Flint 25 5 Clr
Fort Smith 58 30 PCldy

Fort Wayne 35 13 Clr
Fresno 65 52 Rain
Goodland 72 36 PCldy
Grand Junction 60 39 Cldy
Grand Rapids 29 11 Snow
Great Falls 39 26 Cldy
Green Bay 32 4 Clr
Greensboro, N.C. 45 25 Clr
Harrisburg 37 25 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 39 26 Cldy
Helena 46 32 Rain
Honolulu 83 69 PCldy
Houston 65 49 Rain
Huntsville 53 25 Clr
Indianapolis 39 15 Clr
Jackson, Miss. 61 31 PCldy
Jacksonville 58 37 Clr
Juneau 37 19 PCldy
Kansas City 60 25 Clr
Key West 72 65 PCldy
Knoxville 48 23 Clr
Lake Charles 63 44 Cldy
Lansing 28 8 Clr
Las Vegas 72 61 Cldy
Lexington 42 17 Clr
Lincoln 64 27 Clr
Little Rock 56 31 PCldy
Los Angeles 67 55 Cldy

Louisville 45 20 Clr
Lubbock 71 43 Cldy
Macon 58 28 Clr
Madison 38 11 Cldy
Medford 57 42 Rain
Memphis 54 29 PCldy
Miami Beach 71 59 Clr
Midland-Odessa 75 50 PCldy
Milwaukee 36 14 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 40 11 Cldy
Missoula 47 34 Rain
Mobile 62 34 Clr
Montgomery 56 31 Clr
Nashville 49 22 Clr
New Orleans 62 45 Cldy
New York City 36 28 Clr
Newark 38 29 PCldy
Norfolk, Va. 43 28 Clr
North Platte 68 28 PCldy
Oklahoma City 50 40 Rain
Omaha 60 25 Clr
Orlando 68 48 Clr
Paducah 50 22 Clr
Pendleton 55 40 Cldy
Peoria 45 14 PCldy
Philadelphia 39 28 Clr
Phoenix 81 59 PCldy
Pittsburgh 29 15 Cldy

Pocatello 53 38 Clr
Portland, Maine 33 20 Snow
Portland, Ore. 54 43 Rain
Providence 40 27 Snow
Pueblo 73 30 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 46 27 Clr
Rapid City 58 27 PCldy
Reno 53 37 Cldy
Richmond 44 26 Clr
Roanoke 43 24 Clr
Rochester 24 17 Cldy
Rockford 38 13 PCldy
Sacramento 60 50 Rain
St. Louis 53 23 Clr
St. Petersburg 67 55 Clr
St. Thomas 85 76 Clr
Salem, Ore. 55 43 Rain
Salt Lake City 57 46 Rain
San Angelo 68 48 Clr
San Antonio 63 51 Rain
San Diego 66 61 Rain
San Francisco 61 52 Rain
San Jose 62 50 Rain
San Juan, P.R. 85 74 Clr
Santa Fe 63 34 Clr
St. Ste Marie 20 -8 Clr
Savannah 57 36 Clr
Seattle 53 43 Rain

Shreveport 62 37 Cldy
Sioux City 61 22 Clr
Sioux Falls 53 21 PCldy
South Bend 35 14 PCldy
Spokane 49 37 Cldy
Springfield, Ill. 46 16 Clr
Springfield, Mo. 55 24 PCldy
Syracuse 26 18 PCldy
Tallahassee 60 35 Clr
Tampa 68 47 Clr
Toledo 31 12 PCldy
Topeka 62 27 Clr
Tucson 79 54 Cldy
Tulsa 57 31 Clr
Tupelo 55 25 PCldy
Waco 57 42 Rain
Washington 41 28 Clr
W. Palm Beach 68 54 Clr
Wichita 59 35 Clr
Wichita Falls 55 41 Rain
Wilkes-Barre 28 21 Clr
Wilmington, Del. 39 27 Clr
Yakima 55 37 Cldy
Youngstown 27 13 PCldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Mon., 96, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Mon., -27, Embarrass, Minn.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (March 26) .....................$1.4194
Dollar buys (March 26) ....................€0.7045
British pound (March 26) .................... $1.69
Japanese yen (March 26) ..................100.00
South Korean won (March 26)......1,050.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.6519
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1187
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2013
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4158
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9618
Euro ........................................ $1.3777/0.7259
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7567
Hungary (Forint) .................................225.86
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4848
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.48
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2815 
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.0496
Philippines (Peso)................................. 45.12
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.04
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7505
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2692
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,078.64
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8850
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.57
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.2272
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.08
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.05
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.56

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Report: Payday loans 
extend into troubles

MCT

 A customer fills out a form under an ad for payday loans  .
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the following clip he classically
dons the skinned lion as a head-
piece.

But, of course, Hercules is a 
multifaceted fi gure, so we’re also 
treated to a brief shot of the hero 
absorbed in a tender lip-lock.

The teaser’s conclusion takes 
us right back to the barbarous-
ness, with the Greek hero fi ercely
yelling, “I am Hercules!”

At 6 feet 5 inches, the muscular 
Johnson said he trained harder 
for “Hercules,” which hits the-
aters July 25, than for any other
role. “But in the end, it was all 
well worth it,” he said.

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

FACES

AP

‘ It is 
bigger and better 

than the other three 
(films) combined. 

This will be the biggest 
movie of 2014. ’

Mark Wahlberg
“Transformers: Age of Extinction” star, 

talking at CinemaCon in Las Vegas 
on Monday night about the fi lm’s 

box-offi ce prospects

Johnson talks about  
big ‘Hercules’ reveal
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BY JESSICA HERNDON

The Associated Press

It was hard for Dwayne John-
son to keep his “Hercules” look 
under wraps while fi lming the 
Brett Ratner-directed movie in 
Hungary last year. He did it for 
the greater good of the big reveal.

“As an actor, not showing my 
chiseled, extraordinary, hand-
some face was a tremendous sac-
rifi ce for me,” he joked on Monday 
before the premiere of the fi lm’s 
trailer at Las Vegas movie-theater 
convention CinemaCon.

“Paramount, MGM and I made 
a pact,” he added. “We wanted to 
make a massive global and enter-
taining movie while doing all we 
could to never reveal the actual 
look of Hercules.”

Slowly rolling out photos from 
the set of the fi lm for the past 
few months via Twitter, Johnson 
aimed to bring fans on his journey 
— from training to diet and prep.

On Sunday, the 41-year-old ac-
tor fi nally unveiled his “Hercu-
les” look in its entirety.

Via Twitter, he posted a photo 
revealing his full beard, shoulder-
length brown locks and armor. 
In the caption accompanying the 
photo he wrote: “The world’s fi rst 
superhero. #TilDeathOrVictory.”

We’re offered hints of the Greek 
hero’s abilities in the trailer. In it, 
Hercules battles the multiheaded 
Lernaean hydra water monster, 
the behemoth Erymanthian boar 
and the massive Nemean lion. In 

CHRIS PIZZELLO, INVISION/AP

Dwayne Johnson, star of the 
upcoming film “Hercules,” 
introduces a clip from the film at 
CinemaCon on Monday night.

Black Keys, Pixies announce new albums
From wire reports

Two beloved bands have an-
nounced new albums.

The Pixies said Monday that a 
new record, “Indie Cindy,” would 
compile three recent EPs and 
singles into a long-player. The 
album, produced by longtime col-
laborator Gil Norton, will be re-
leased April 29 on the band’s own 
label, Pixiesmusic, in a variety of 
formats.

The Black Keys have an LP of 
new tunes on the way.

“Turn Blue” is the eighth full-
length from the indie-blues duo, 
whose 2011 album “El Camino” 
went platinum and made them 
major stars. “Turn Blue” is 
scheduled for a May 13 release on 
Nonesuch Records.

Other news
� The Allman Brothers post-

poned the rest of their Beacon 
Theatre run this week due to 
Gregg Allman’s bronchitis. New 
dates have not been announced.
� Dave Brockie, who went by 

the stage name Oderus Urungus 
as the frontman for the heavy 
metal band GWAR, was found 
dead Sunday in his Richmond, 
Va., home at age 50. Detectives 
don’t suspect foul play. The Gram-
my-nominated band is known for 
its comically grotesque costumes, 
stage antics and vulgar lyrics.
� A judge in Los Angeles sen-

tenced 1970s teen heartthrob 
David Cassidy to three months in 
rehab and fi ve years of probation 
in a drunken driving case.

� The star of the television
show “Judge Joe Brown” has
been arrested and charged with
fi ve counts of contempt of court 
in Tennessee, court offi cials in 
Memphis said Monday. Shelby 
County Juvenile Court offi cials
said Brown, 66, was sentenced 
to fi ve days in jail after causing 
an outburst Monday while repre-
senting a woman in a child sup-
port hearing.
� Stacy Keibler and her hus-

band, Jared Pobre, are expecting 
their fi rst child together. Her pub-
licist, Pearl Servat, confi rmed the 
news Monday. People magazine
was the fi rst to report the preg-
nancy. Keibler, fi rst famous for 
her work with professional wres-
tling, now works as a TV person-
ality, actress and model. 

Laura Jane Grace, formerly known as Tom Gabel, of the band Against Me!, photographed 
on Jan. 10 in New York. Grace, 33, publicly came out as transgender in 2012. 

Brian Ach, Invision/AP

BY MESFIN FEKADU

The Associated Press

L
aura Jane Grace, who came out as 
transgender in 2012, says she’s able 
to sing in a new, liberated voice on 
her band’s latest album because 
she’s no longer hiding.

Grace, 33, was born Tom Gabel and has per-
formed as the lead singer of the Florida-based 
punk rock band Against Me! since 1997.

“This isn’t the first time on an Against Me! 
record that I’ve written songs dealing with 
those feelings, but it’s the first time that I 
think I’m able to be interpreted correctly or 
being able to be taken from the correct per-
spective,” Grace said in a recent interview. 
“So there was a lack of frustration going into 
this record that’s a really good feeling.”

The band’s sixth album, “Transgender 
Dysphoria Blues,” is a concept record about 
a transgender prostitute. The album marked 
a chart high for Against Me! when it reached 
No. 23 on the Billboard 200 in late January.

“It’s pretty self-explanatory,” Grace said of 
the album’s title. “I’m a person who’s going 
through gender transition, and a lot of the re-
cord was written leading up to the decision to 
embrace that and to go public with that — in 
my private life and in my public life.”

 Band member Atom Willard said Grace’s 
honesty made the group stronger.

“Being passionate about what you’re doing 
and what you’re singing about and what you’re 
playing is paramount to making the music 
good, in my mind,” the drummer said. “So re-
ally to get to the best performance and best 
recording and the best songs ... we’re very 
like-minded about it.”

Grace, who is married and has a 4-year-old 
daughter, said deciding to transition wasn’t 
easy.

“I’ve dealt with gender dysphoria as early as 
I could remember,” Grace said. “The decision 
to fully transition was something that took a 
long time to come to for sure. And it was some-
thing that I struggled with for a long time, but 
I got there at the end.”

Against Me! singer Grace finally feeling liberated

Finding her voice
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Operation Homecoming
In the early weeks of 1973, the infa-

mous Hanoi Hilton was filling up with 
Americans. For once, the influx of pris-
oners was something to celebrate.

Negotiators from the United States 
and North Vietnam had just finished 
wrangling in Paris over an agreement 
to cease hostilities after nearly nine 
years of open fighting between the two 
countries.

For the hundreds of U.S. prisoners 
held at the French colonial-era Hoa Lo 
prison, and those being gathered from 
elsewhere in the country, the end was 
near for a period of wartime captivity 
unprecedented in American history.

Among them were men who had en-
dured marathon torture sessions, long 
stretches of starvation and years of 
isolation in dank cells and even cages. 
Now they could walk the grounds of the 
prison, talk to fellow POWs, even go to 
the jail kitchen for snacks fixed with 
food from a backlog of care packages 
their jailers had 
recently stopped 
withholding.

As more 
prisoners ar-
rived, they no-
ticed they were 
being grouped 
roughly in order 
of their capture 
dates, which they 
guessed would be 
the order in which 
they’d return 
home. Some were 
new arrivals shot 
down during the re-
cent bombing, while 
others had been 
confined for most of 
the war.

In the eyes of most 
of them, no prisoner 
had endured longer 
than Navy pilot Ever-
ett Alvarez Jr. He had 
been shot down in Au-
gust 1964 during a U.S. 
reprisal raid after the 
Gulf of Tonkin incident, 
considered by many the de facto start of 
the war.

“I had become something of a freak-
ish legend,” Alvarez would later write. 
“After all, the period of my captivity 
spanned the entire length of this unde-
clared war.”

For those locked up with him, Alvarez 
was living proof it was possible to main-
tain military discipline and hold on to 
faith in someday making it home.

They knew he’d borne up during an 
early period of isolation as the sole U.S. 
prisoner of war in North Vietnam. He 
had later weathered harsh interrogation 
and outright torture and, in a final blow, 
received some of the most heartbreaking 
news from home any prisoner could get.

Yet he’d never given up.
“I knew I could make one more day be-

cause this other guy was seven or more 
years ahead of me,” said a fellow pris-

oner, Tom Hanton, an Air Force captain 
shot down in 1972 and today president of 
the Association of Vietnam War POWs. 
“There was always someone ahead of 
you.”

As prisoners continued to gather, to 
the surprise of many, word soon spread 
that there was someone ahead of even 
Alvarez.

“Hey, tell Ev there’s a guy here they 
brought up from South Vietnam who’s 
been held longer than Alvarez,” an-
other prisoner said. “His name’s Jim 
Thompson.”

Alvarez had read about Thompson 
being held in the South years earlier and 
wondered whether anyone could survive 
in such conditions. His reply, related by 
author Tom Philpott in Thompson’s bi-
ography: “I’ll be damned.”

Different fates
By the time the United States with-

drew from what was then the lengthiest 
war in its history, the 
two men — Special 
Forces Capt. Floyd 
James Thompson 
and Alvarez — had 
become the lon-
gest-held American 
POWs.

They were two 
of the 662 military 
prisoners of war 
who came home 
alive from Viet-
nam, according 
to Defense De-
partment statis-
tics compiled by 
the Association 
of Vietnam War 
POWs. All have 
their own sto-
ries and faced 
unique chal-
lenges. But in 
many ways the 
soldier Thomp-
son and the 
sailor Alva-
rez represent 

two extremes — the 
yin and yang — of the Vietnam POW 
experience.

Thompson, captured in South Vietnam 
50 years ago today, spent much of his 
nearly nine-year ordeal in remote jun-
gle prison 
camps, 
with the 
Army re-
fusing to 
acknowl-
edge he 
was even 
alive. When 
fighter 
pilot Alva-
rez became 
the first American shot 
down over North Viet-
nam a few months 
later, his face was 
on magazine cov-
ers. He soon 

became widely and incorrectly regarded 
as the longest-held prisoner of the Viet-
nam War.

Thompson’s comparative anonym-
ity continued in the 
post-war years, and 
it galled him. It can 
be traced to at least 
two factors. First, 
his wife, Alyce, 
had developed a 
relationship with 
another man in 
the year after her 
husband’s cap-
ture, and in an 
effort to spare 
embarrassment 
to herself and 
her children she 
had demanded 
the Army with-
hold details 
about Thomp-
son’s captivity.

Second, 
many point to 
a widespread 
bias within 
the Army in 
the 1960s that 
caused POWs 
to be held in 
low regard, al-
most as if they 
had failed by 
being captured. In similar fashion, 
Purple Heart decorations in Vietnam 
were sometimes disdainfully dubbed 
“combat inefficiency badges” for troops 
who, instead of shooting the enemy, 
ended up injured themselves.

The family and admirers of another 
Army captive in South Vietnam — Capt. 
Humbert “Rocky” Versace, who fiercely 
opposed his Viet Cong captors for two 
years until they finally killed him in 
1965 — worked for decades before he 
posthumously received the Medal of 
Honor in 2002.

“I just don’t believe the Army at that 
time was willing to give the Medal of 
Honor to someone who was a prison-
er of war,” Stephen Versace, Rocky’s 
brother, told Stars and Stripes. “In their 
minds, heroes were not people who were 
captured.”

While supporters around the country 
were donning metal POW bracelets to 
help keep attention focused on the fate 

of U.S. 
pris-
oners, 
Thomp-
son’s 
name 
was 
never 
en-
graved 
on one.

It was 
different in the Navy 

and Air Force. Names 
like James Stockdale 
and Lance Sijan 
still reverberate 
in the histories 

of the services. Stockdale was a Navy 
commander (promoted to captain in 
captivity) who had helped set up a secret 
command system in prison and almost 

killed himself to conceal it. Sijan, 
an Air Force cap-
tain, was so bent 
on escape and 
resistance that he 
was murdered by 
his angry captors. 
Each was awarded 
the Medal of Honor 
soon after the war.

Alvarez, who re-
ceived the Silver 
Star and other med-
als for his time in 
captivity, often tried 
to correct the record 
about who was the 
longest-held POW in 
the decades after the 
war. For him — sunny 
and gregarious in his 
outlook once home 
— it was a time of con-
tinual achievement. 
He raised a family, 

succeeded in careers in 
government and private 
business and moved in 
social circles that includ-
ed U.S. presidents.

Thompson, also a Silver 
Star recipient, struggled 
to shake the horror of im-

prisonment. His Vietnam torment gave 
way to tragedy at home that was almost 
mythical in its depth and completeness. 
He battled alcoholism, struggled in his 
Army career, watched the ongoing de-
struction of his family, became disabled 
and suffered deep depression.

“He was kind of our version of Job,” 
said Orson Swindle III, a Marine aviator 
and former POW confined for more than 
six years. “Just endless suffering.”

Old man of the South
Alvarez wasn’t the only one at the 

Hanoi Hilton in January 1973 for whom 
Thompson’s arrival was a surprise. 
Army helicopter pilot Michael O’Connor 
had encountered Thompson in early 
1968 at a prison camp called Bao Cao. At 
the time, he hadn’t seemed a candidate 
for long-term survival.

Thompson, then four years into his 
captivity, had finished a forced march 
up the Ho Chi Minh trail into North Viet-
nam several months earlier. His wel-
come to the country consisted of months 
shackled in a small cage for refusing 
to celebrate North Vietnam’s Indepen-
dence Day.

Everything he’d survived was writ-
ten on his body as he stared out of a cell 
door at the camp, the first place he’d 
been held with other Americans since 
his capture. When the freshly captured 
O’Connor first saw him, he took Thomp-
son for an emaciated corpse propped up 
by guards as a ghoulish joke — until he 
saw him move.
SEE PAGE 17

Two servicemembers depict the yin and yang of the Vietnam POW experience

‘A uniquely American tragedy’

Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

POW Airman 1st Class Bill Robinson is 

guarded by a North Vietnamese soldier 

after his capture on Sept. 20, 1965.

MAI NAM, PIONEER NEWSPAPER/APAn American F-105 warplane is shot down and the pilot ejects and opens his parachute in this photo taken by North Vietnamese photographer Mai Nam in September 1966 near Vinh Phuc, north of Hanoi.  

STORY BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes
For more on the Vietnam War,
go to stripes.com/vietnam50
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“He looked like something out of Aus-
chwitz,” O’Connor told Philpott in “Glory 
Denied,” a 2001 biography of Thompson. 
After hearing half an hour of scratch-
ing through a cell wall, O’Connor asked 
Thompson what he was doing.

“Standing up” was the stoic reply. His 
devastated condition – the result of years 
of starvation, torture and repeated bouts 
of malaria — terrified other new POWs. 
For O’Connor, it showed what a survivor 
determined to see home again was ca-
pable of enduring.

“I don’t know anyone else who could 
have 

lived through the stuff he did,” said 
O’Connor, who soon lost track of Thomp-
son as the North Vietnamese shuffled 
prisoners between camps.

Thompson had come into the Army 12 
years before that meeting, in 1956, as an 
unenthusiastic peacetime draftee but he 
quickly acclimated to Army life.

Though the former grocery clerk 
lacked a college education, he had a 
sharp mind and was considered a prom-
ising enough soldier to attend officer 
candidate school and receive a commis-
sion. Fitness reports tracked down by 
Philpott paint a picture of a cocky, self-
assured officer sometimes given to mak-
ing snap decisions he’d pay for later.

In 1961, he was pulled into the Special 
Forces, which was rapidly expanding to 
meet the demands of an advisory mission 
to help South Vietnamese troops hold off 
a growing communist insurgency.

He and his wife, Alyce, had three 
children and a fourth on the way when 
Thompson — by then a captain — de-
ployed to South Vietnam in December 
1963. There, he commanded a Special 
Forces unit in a remote camp in Quang 
Tri province in north central Vietnam, 
near the location of the later battles of 
Khe Sanh.

Shootdowns
On March 26, 1964, Thompson was on 

an observation mission in a small plane 
flown by Air Force Captain Richard L. 
Whitesides. Wanting a better look and 
undeterred by the danger, Thompson 
told Whitesides to fly lower than the 
1,500-foot altitude allowed by regulation. 
As the plane swooped down, Vietcong in-
surgents opened up with small-arms fire 
and shot it out of the sky.

When Thompson regained conscious-
ness and found himself a prisoner of 
local mountain tribesmen drafted into 

service by the Viet Cong. Whitesides 
was gone. He would later be classified as 
killed in action.

Thompson, suffering from a spinal 
fracture as well as smaller injuries, was 
temporarily crippled by the crash. Luck-
ily, he was also being treated humanely 
by the highlanders.

“I was taken from village to village in 
the weeks following my capture,” he told 
the Army in debriefings after returning 
home. “They made no attempt to inter-
rogate me or treat me like a prisoner. I 
couldn’t walk, so they weren’t worried 
about an escape. They were 

very solicitous of my 
welfare.”

As he regained 
some mobility, mind-
ful of his obligation to 
“make every effort 
to escape” under the 
military Code of Con-
duct, he soon began 
trying to slip away 
from camp. Each 
time, he stumbled 
across a guard and 
pretended he was 
looking for a place 
to urinate to avoid 
punishment.

Unlike Thomp-
son, Alvarez was 
being interrogated 
by communist 
North Vietnam-
ese officials hours 
after fishermen 
pulled him out of 

the Gulf of Tonkin. He’d taken off ear-
lier that day, Aug. 5, 1964, as part of a 
first U.S. attack on North Vietnamese 
targets and been shot down soon after 
he’d emptied his A-4C’s 20mm cannon 
into a warship’s bridge.

Within days, he became the first 
American POW to move into Hoa Lo 
Prison, well before it was dubbed, with 
pitch-black POW humor, the Hanoi Hil-
ton. Although frequently shackled and 
living in revolting, rat-infested condi-
tions, he gave his interrogators only the 
required name, rank, service number 
and date of birth. Further questions he 
met with stony silence.

Neither his North Vietnamese jail-
ers nor the Viet Cong guerillas holding 
Thompson intended to allow their Amer-
ican captives to simply live out the war 
in confinement. Both men, they calcu-
lated, could be made into useful pawns 
in the larger Vietnamese communist 
cause. The administration of President 
Richard Nixon, many believed, would 
later use the plight of the POWs to attack 
North Vietnamese conduct on the inter-
national stage while seeking to shore up 
support for ongoing military actions.

Forced testimony
Alvarez was the first U.S. prisoner 

of war taken in North Vietnam, while 
Thompson was the 14th U.S.  service-
member captured in the South. It 
wouldn’t be long before they were fol-
lowed by many more.

In total, 734 U.S. servicemembers are 
known to have become POWs during the 
Vietnam War, and 662 survived the war, 
as did 138 civilian POWs. An additional 
1,643 U.S. troops remain unaccounted 
for.

By the end of the conflict, their sheer 
numbers made U.S. POWs natural bar-
gaining chips for the North Vietnamese. 
Early on, however, when Thompson and 

Alvarez were first imprisoned, the Viet-
namese communists were more interest-
ed in their potential value as propaganda 
mouthpieces.

From Thompson, his captors were 
particularly desperate for public testi-
mony that the Vietnamese people want-
ed the United States out of the country. 
They also wanted a statement from him 
that he was enjoying great hospitality as 
a prisoner, and they were willing to do 
almost anything to him to get it.

By July 1964, Thompson had regained 
his ability to walk freely, but indoctrina-
tion and interrogation were intensifying. 
His captors had begun reducing his food 
rations to weaken his will to resist and 
transferred him to a newly built, heav-
ily guarded camp where he was the sole 
prisoner.

Suffering from malaria and fearing 
his chance to escape would ebb as he 
grew weaker, Thompson fled the camp 
one morning when his guards thought 
he was asleep. He struggled northward 
through the jungle, hoping the Viet Cong 
would assume he was heading south. He 
was recaptured at dusk by local tribes-
men who caught him as he crossed a 
river.

“It was all downhill 
from that night on,” he 
said in a post-captivity 
debriefing.

When he was 
brought back to camp, 
the commander beat 
him unconscious 
with a stick. VC po-
litical officers sub-
jected him to longer, 
harsher interroga-
tions. Beatings were 
commonplace, and 
his captors began 
starving him in 
earnest.

It continued for 
weeks. Finally, in 
mid-August, drift-
ing in and out of 
consciousness, 
Thompson cop-
ied a statement 
they had writ-
ten for him and 
then read it into 
a microphone, sim-
ply to end the torment. When broadcast 
months later in the United States, the 
tape was the first evidence for the U.S. 
government and his family he was still 
alive.

He was being treated very well, he had 
said. Afterward, he sank into depression 
over what he’d done.

Torture and confession
Alvarez’s jailors became serious about 

extracting a statement from him two 
years into his captivity. By 1966, there 
were more U.S. pilots being held at the 
Hanoi Hilton. As the number of guards 
needed to corral the Americans grew, so 
did the level of brutality.

Failure to bow to guards or a moment 
of defiance could result in a savage, dis-
abling beating. Prisoners began to warn 
others — using the simple tap code that 
had become their primary means of 
communication — about a diabolical 
new method of abuse.

Interrogators were using ropes 
and handcuffs to bind prisoners into 
stretched, distorted positions, cutting 
off circulation in their limbs and injur-
ing joints. Once bent into the unnatu-

ral poses, the Americans could be left 
that way for agonizing hours until they 
agreed to confess to a litany of crimes 
against humanity and the Vietnamese 
people.

“The worst time was at night, when 
you heard their keys rattling,” Alvarez 
said in an interview. “You knew they 
were coming to take someone, and you 
prayed it wasn’t going to be you. Then 
you prayed for the poor guy they took,” 
whose screams often echoed through the 
night.

They came for Alvarez the morning 
of Aug. 9, 1966, and told him to write 
his confession. Alvarez refused. He had 
listened as some of his fellow prisoners 
held out through marathon torture ses-
sions. They might scream their lungs 
out in pain, yet they resisted as long as 
they could. He knew it was his turn to be 
tested.

Soon he found himself bound with his 
elbows pulled unnaturally close together 
behind his back by a pair of handcuffs.

“It felt like a hacksaw had stuck deep 
in my flesh,” Alvarez later explained. 
“The cuffs seemed to cut through to the 
bone. My head was pushed far forward 
and all I could do was yell and scream 

to ride with the 

pain. They left me alone for 
quarter-hour spells and then returned, 
yanking my arms up and squeezing the 
cuffs tighter yet.”

After a few hours, he could take no 
more. He wrote his confession with a 
sense of shame.

“I had vowed to die rather than con-
fess lies yet when the time came I chose 
not to die,” he said.

“I had been tested and found wanting. 
I hollered for them to save my skin and 
this was the price I had agreed to pay. 
I capitulated during a single morning of 
torture.”

Indeed, Alvarez — as Thompson had 
done after a regimen of beatings and 
starvation — had technically violated 
the Code of the U.S. Fighting Force 
by giving more than basic identifying 
information.

It would be hard to find a POW who 
would condemn either for it, however. 
The reality of being twisted with ropes, 
or strung up by the thumbs, or subjected 
to electric shock quickly erases illusions 
of invincibility, POWs say. Some can joke 
about it now.
SEE PAGE 18

In total, 734 U.S. servicemembers are known to have become POWs during the Vietnam War.
662 survived the war, as did 138 civilian POWs. An additional 1,643 U.S. troops remain unaccounted for.

Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

POWs in South Vietnam, held by Viet Cong guerrillas, 

were typically held in cages or huts or were fully 

exposed to the steaming jungle weather and insects. 

SAL VEDER/AP
Released prisoner of war Lt. Col. Robert L. Stirm is 
greeted by his family at Travis Air Force Base in Fairfield, 

Calif., as he returns home from Vietnam on March 17, 
1973.  In the lead is Stirm’s daughter Lori, 15; followed 

by son Robert, 14; daughter Cynthia, 11; wife Loretta; 
and son Roger, 12.
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“They weren’t going to get anything 
out of me. I mean, I was Steve McQueen 
in ‘The Great Escape’ — nothing,” said 
Paul Galanti, a former Navy POW who’s 
now commissioner of the Virginia De-
partment of Veterans Services. “That 
lasted about an hour.”

If a prisoner was tough enough not to 
break under torture, that probably meant 
he would die, several former POWs said.

“We were all on the Code of Conduct, 
you know— name, rank, serial number, 
date of birth,” said Mike McGrath, a 
Navy lieutenant and A-4 pilot shot down 
in 1967. “I contend everybody went be-
yond that.”

Ranking officers among the prison-
ers, who like Stockdale endured some of 
the harshest torture of all, established 
guidelines that gave POWs latitude to 
decide how much agony they could take 
before signing a confession or making 
a statement. The general ethos was one 
of compassion — calling for prisoners to 
do their best to resist torture, but if they 
weakened in one session, to “bounce 
back” and be stronger next time.

The key, McGrath and others said, was 
to find ways to deflect interrogators with-
out defying them. That meant inventing 
names of fictional squadron mates, pro-
viding false information about ships and 
planes or fabricating details about life in 
America.

One prisoner, for instance, told his 
interrogator about his family’s electric 
banana peeler. A fellow POW who heard 
about the story later bragged that his 
family was so well off that even the bed-
rooms in his house had banana peelers.

Most of the interrogators weren’t very 
savvy.

“You’d try to play cat and mouse with 
them, you’d try to tell them the mini-
mum you could just to get out of there,” 
McGrath said.

Sometimes nothing worked.
“Occasionally, they’d put me on my 

knees for three days, and my knees 
turned into flat tires,” McGrath said.

More than four decades after their 
release, orthopedic problems and nerve 
damage from torture are still com-
mon problems among former Vietnam 
POWS.

Family matters
On Sept. 2, 1969, North Vietnamese 

leader Ho Chi Minh died at age 79 — a 
turning point for the prisoners. Within 
weeks, at prison camps across North 
Vietnam, torture and abuse died down. 
As Stockdale said, Ho’s death meant “a 
lot less brutality, and larger bowls of 
rice.”

In a literal sense, the POWs’ existence 
became brighter.

“They came around and knocked the 
bricks out of the windows, which had 
been blocked up, and gave us some ven-
tilation,” recalled Ken Cordier, an Air 
Force captain and 
F-4 pilot shot down 
in 1966.

As life grew more 
bearable for the 
prisoners, Alvarez 
was increasingly 
worried about what 
was happening at 
home. He had noticed 
a growing distance 
and unhappiness in 
the letters sent by his 
wife, Tangee, whom 
he’d married just three 

months before his capture. On Christ-
mas 1970, he received a final letter from 
her, written 13 months earlier but with-
held by prison officials.

Then the letters stopped cold. Finally 
he wrote to his mother, desperately ask-
ing her to level with him about Tangee.

On Christmas Day 1971, Alvarez was 
handed a reply from his mother with the 
words that devastated him: “Tangee has 
decided not to wait.”

The lonely young woman had gone to 
Mexico for a divorce and had a new man 
in her life — a fact that Alvarez’s family 
had been hiding from him.

Alvarez reeled from the pain of the 
blow, and retreated from other POWs 
as he replayed the details of his short 
life with his wife again and again in his 
mind. He leaned heavily on prayer and 
his Christian faith to help him cope.

His despair didn’t survive long.
In April 1972, he was pacing alone 

outside when he looked up at the first 
blue sky he’d noticed since receiving 
the news. He realized that whenever 
he returned to the United States, he’d 
be ready to move on with his life. (Al-
varez would remarry within months of 
his release.)

“I stood revitalized,” he later wrote. 
“It did not hurt to think about Tangee 
anymore. She was finally out of my sys-
tem. I was free of her ghost. I was going 
to live.”

Thompson, too, had fretted for years 
over the family left behind. The young-
est of his four children, a son he had 
never seen, was born the day after he 
went missing in action. The shock had 
sent Alyce, his wife, into labor.

For Thompson, his dreams of return-
ing home to his family had sustained 
him in the darkest periods of captivity. 
At Bao Cao, where he’d been mistaken 
for a corpse, he told Mike O’Connor that 
what bothered him more than anything 
was separation from them.

Thoughts of home likely played a fac-
tor in his determination to rebuild his 
strength once the overt torture and star-
vation regimen ended with Ho’s death. 
A civilian prisoner, Lew Meyer, made 
rehabbing the sickly Green Beret his 
mission. The two were soon jogging laps 
around their cell.

As his strength grew, the old, self-as-
sured Thompson began to re-emerge. 
He sought to establish leadership in vari-
ous prisons where he was held, under the 
assumption he had been promoted on the 
normal schedule and was likely the rank-
ing officer. (In fact, the Army had several 
times inexplicably deferred Thompson’s 
promotions while in captivity.)

In September 1971, a reinvigorated 
Thompson, Meyer and another pris-
oner broke out of their prison camp 
south of Hanoi, nicknamed “Rockpile,” 
in Thompson’s last of several escape 
attempts. They were quickly captured 
amid a hail of bullets.

When they 
were brought 
back into the 
prison, how-
ever, no torture 
and no harsh 
punishments 
awaited them. 
For the Ameri-
can POWs, 
times had truly 
changed.

Pressure 
in the United 
States to end 
the war was 

growing, and the need to bring home 
the POWs had become one of the major 
concerns. Late in 1972, the long-stalled 
peace talks in Paris picked up momen-
tum, hurried along by Operation Line-
backer II, a devastating U.S. bombing 
campaign in December.

On Feb. 12, 1973, a U.S. Air Force C-
141 transport plane landed in Hanoi to 
carry out the first of dozens of groups of 
prisoners who would leave in the follow-
ing two months. Alvarez was on that first 
flight out.

Unhappy return
Although no one had endured a longer 

captivity, Thompson had to wait another 
month for release, with some speculat-
ing the North Vietnamese wanted more 
time to fatten him up for public relations 
reasons.

He finally left Hanoi on March 16, 
less than two weeks shy of nine years in 
captivity.

The blows from fate began to rain 
down on him immediately.

The day he returned, Thompson, who 
had long dreamed of his reunion with 
his wife and children, learned from 
Alyce that years earlier she had moved 
the family to Massachusetts to live with 
an Army sergeant she had begun see-
ing a few months after her husband’s 
disappearance.

She was driven, she said, by a loneli-
ness exacerbated by a lack of support 
from other officers’ wives at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., and by a simple need for help rais-
ing four children.

It would soon become clear that Al-
yce’s betrayal went even deeper. She 
was the one who forbade the Army from 
publicizing his captivity, cutting him off 
from much of the honor his lengthy im-
prisonment had earned him. For years, 
the Pentagon had listed Alvarez’s name 
at the top of the list of longest-held POWs, 
although it also acknowledged there was 
another unnamed prisoner held even 
longer.

In 1971, while aware that he was likely 
alive, the Army prepared a memo ob-
tained by Philpott that revealed Alyce 
was attempting to have Thompson de-
clared dead so she could move on with 
her life.

“He went through hell, but I went 
through hell too,” she later said. “There 
are certain things I did I’m not proud of. 
But I had to do them, for my children, for 
my own sanity.”

Still, Alyce told Thompson on the day 
of his return that she was willing to leave 
the sergeant to attempt to rebuild the 
family.

After nearly a decade of being put 
through hell on earth, Thompson took 
the news calmly and agreed.

Descent
Thompson, who according to Alyce 

had been a heavy drinker before his 
capture, began to rely more and more on 
the bottle now that he had his freedom. 
Their marriage, cold and awkward since 
Thompson’s return, exploded one night 
in 1974 when Alyce accused him of ho-
mosexuality — she’d once walked in on 
him embracing another man, she told 
Philpott — and he began punching her 
in front of their children.

They soon divorced, and Thompson, 
who remained on active duty in the 
Army, fell further into depression and 
alcoholism. He fell out of touch with the 
children, who had believed him dead 

throughout his captivity.
He complained of horrific nightmares. 

In one, he was a skeleton walking down 
a trail in Vietnam, and any food he ate 
dropped out between his ribs.

In 1977, Thompson attempted suicide 
with a combination of drugs and alco-
hol. He lived through the attempt, and 
through sheer determination and the 
help of Alcoholics Anonymous, friends 
said, he began to turn his life around in 
the following years.

In 1981, he suffered a heart attack, 
quickly followed by a debilitating stroke 
that left him in a coma for months and 
struggling with serious disabilities for 
the rest of his life. He was medically 
retired from the military in 1982 at the 
rank of colonel.

It wasn’t the final blow.
In 1990, Jim Thompson Jr., the es-

tranged son born the day after he was 
captured, was charged with killing a 
man he believed was having an affair 
with his wife. He was convicted of sec-
ond-degree murder.

In an interview with The New York 
Times, not long before his death at 69 
in 2002, Thompson looked back on his 
life with deep dissatisfaction and voiced 
his pain in terms almost biblical in their 
directness.

‘’I’m quite bitter,’’ he said, his ability to 
communicate hampered by the stroke. 
‘’The depression and so forth. I can’t de-
scribe it — the agony. All my children 
are foreign to me. Then depression hits 
me. Not now, but for a long period.’’

But to a man whose lot in life was to 
endure, an admission of intolerable pain 
and an admission of defeat are two dif-
ferent things.

Survivors
As Thompson sank and sank, he 

watched Alvarez ascend in public life — 
as an administrator at the Peace Corps, 
deputy administrator of the Veterans 
Administration, with seats on numer-
ous boards of directors and as an entre-
preneur who started several successful 
businesses.

Alvarez, 76, still goes daily to the gov-
ernment IT services firm, Alvarez and 
Associates, which he operates in subur-
ban Washington, D.C. He speaks reluc-
tantly of Thompson’s ordeal, and when 
he does so, like the other former POWs, 
he speaks in hushed tones.

Although he won’t go on the record 
about his relationship with the man he 
unintentionally overshadowed, other 
POWs say that over the years, Alvarez 
tried to use his influence to help Thomp-
son conquer his problems and settle into 
his post-captivity life.

It would never come easy for Thomp-
son, who to the end found his main sat-
isfaction in what he had endured as a 
survivor of the longest and perhaps the 
most brutal POW experience of any 
American in the Vietnam War.

“He absolutely celebrated it, and it 
made his life worth living in those final 
years,” said Philpott, who found Thomp-
son living in isolation in Florida. Outside 
his condominium, he had a POW flag 
flying and a plaque on display to ensure 
everyone knew what he’d been through.

“It’s a uniquely American tragedy,” 
Philpott said. “In the end, everything 
had been taken from him, except his will 
to survive.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll

“I had vowed to die rather than confess lies yet when the time came I chose not to die. I had been tested and found wanting.
I hollered for them to save my skin and this was the price I had agreed to pay. I capitulated during a single morning of torture.” 

Navy pilot Everett Alvarez Jr., seen above reading a copy of Stars and Stripes after being released from the POW camp.
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Pontiac, Sport Coupe SE, 1985
$6000.00 All new brakes, clutch,
and electrical (distributor, alter-
nator, headlights and motor,
computer) .  01712078784
kyoungcox@aol.com

Yamaha, FZ8, 2011 $6500.00
StreetFighter Brand New tires
Power Commander Two Broth-
ers Exhaust Auto Tuner HID
Projector Headlight with ring
Modded Airbox Synthetic Oil
K&N filter US Spec. 314
521-2172 nejelskij@yahoo.com

Fiat, 500, 2011 $9500.00 Metal-
lic red Fiat, air conditioning, CD
player, Bluetooth, USB, custom
seat covers,sun roof panel.
Great car, we have all service
and warranty records. Heading
back to States or we would not
be selling.Looking for good
home.Janet Ramstein +49

16094908450

BUERSTER, TRAILER 530TL
CITY, 1983 $500.00 German
camper that is currently regis-
tered in the U.S. USAREUR
System. Registration is good
until July 2014. Please contact
me if you would like more
pictures or more information.
Camper is located in Pfungstadt.
j g e r s h e n @ h o t m a i l . c o m
01622717145

Opel, Zafira, 2005 $8500.00
2005 Opel Zafira 2.2 liter direct
injection. Automatic, AC, 7
seats, top box included, 1 year
old summer and winter tires with
r i m s . G e r m a n  s p e c s
015164197159

Dodge, Journey RT AWD,
2009 $13000.00 Bought new in
October 2009 from AAFES car
sales. Has every option availa-
ble for this vehicle for the year.
Vehicle is close to immaculate
even though its 5 years old.
Everything works and the car
will be dealer serviced again
with a 2 year inspection for the
new buyer. It has been with us
for 5 years and selling only
because of the family getting
smaller with children going off to
college and PCS. 01622341454
somaratna@juno.com

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Suzuki, Hayabusa, 2011
$10498.00 A red, black and
chrome American spec Busa
with only 3,600 miles. NADA
(average) retail $12,674. Only
mods are incredible sounding
dual Yoshimura 011 49 9662
420 695 lamonte.r.chatman.mil
@mail.mil

Audi, A4 S-Line Quattro, 2005
$8500.00 German specs, 2.0
Turbo, AWD, 6 speed Manual
Transmission, Sport Package,
Quartz Grey Pearl, Bose 10
speaker stereo system, 6 disk
CD changer, Audi Navigation
Plus (GPS), Nokia cell phone
cradle, automatic climate control
system, audible backup sen-
sors, auto lights and wipers,
adjustable heated seats, leather
seats shifter steering wheel
handbrake, custom fit Audi
rubber floor mats and trunk mat,
very clean inside and out.
Passed Vehicle Inspection
3,5,2014 and is valid for two
years. 314-570-2341 mike.grah
am@usace.army.mil

XL German Bed $500.00 Gor-
geous, light cherrywood bed.
Largest bed on the market. Fits
two 100x200 German mattress-
es. Frame only. Paid 3,000.
Must let go due to downsizing!
015140018534 wellmankeri@y
ahoo.com

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

BMW, X-5, 2007 $24000.00
Excellent Condition, 59,000
miles navigation, power every-
thing, panoramic moonroof,
heated front and rear seats, rear
climate, power lumbar, leather
seats, xenon lights, comfort
access, European navigational
discs included. US Specs. Con-
tact Bi l l  032212156795
01622970602 william.e.funcheo
n.mil@mail.mil

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Furniture 510
Travel 1000

VW, Polo, 2000 $2000.00
VWPolo, 1.4 MPI, blue-met., 04
1⁄4000, 60PS, AC, ABS, 5-dr.,
new clutch in Nov., 4 Summer-
tires 4wintertires on Alloy rims,
great on fuel (5,5L1⁄800km),
service book proof, 2000$ or
1500, location: Offenbach &
Wiesbaden. Call 0172-6944749
or contact: nstubbygmx.net

Nissan,  Sentra ,  2012
$13000.00 in excellent condi-
tion. Only 31K original miles and
original owner. Automatic trans-
mission, tinted windows, cruise
control, GPS navigation, AF FM
CD MP3 player, Bluetooth com-
patible, Air Conditioner. This car
looks great and runs good.
Regular maintenance has been
performed since I bought it
brand new 2 years ago. Must
s e e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e .
015238737776 fredpinnix@hot

mail.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan ES,
2001 $3900.00 Great family
vehicle. Selling due to conus
pcs. Tan Leather, Heated Seats,
Tri-Zone AC, Power Seats,
Power Mirrors, 2 Captains
Chairs in 2nd row, Seats 7,
Newer Tires & Brakes, USAR-
EUR Inspection good until
March 2015, 2nd owner (1st
owner was my wife's grand-
mother), 111,000 miles.
0 1 6 0 - 9 7 0 8 - 0 6 1 3
n8_wells@yahoo.com

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19900.00
very clean car with sunroof 4
doors US spec Graf area pics.
a t  c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

Suzuki, GSXR1000, 2007
$9500.00 US Specs; great con-
dition; comes with tons of
extras: ASV levers; Ohlins TTX
shock, fork cartridge kit with
extended caps; and steering
damper; Galfer wave rotors and
steel braided brake lines (plus
extra set of new brake pads);
stock and gel seats; Kenny
Roberts Carbon exhaust with db
killers; IDM Suzuki ECU custom
tune; BMC air filter; 520 Chain
upgrade with 1+2- sprockets
plus stock size; speedo healer;
tail delete and lots more.
onebas3@yahoo.com

Smith&Wesson .38 model 64
revolver $300.00 Model 64 S&W
Special, brusched steel finish,
like new with holster(s), Contact
0160-8980440 or e-mail rl-kabi
g20@hotmail.com 06303-6254

Dodge, Caliber, 2011 $7500.00
Good reliable car. Bought new
from military car sales back
June of 2011. Winter tires
included. PCSing. Need to sale.
Ethan.king@netzero.net

BMW, M3 Convertible, 2011
$53000.00 Own one of the last
V8 M3's. New car condition with
less than 8,000 miles and 100%
OEM stock. Jerez Black with 3M
Scotchgardâ„¢ Paint Protection
Film, Black Novillo Leather
interior. Garaged, winter stored,
never tracked & loaded! im-
2l8@msn.com

Apple Macbook Pro 15"
$650.00, Late 2009-Early 2010
Core 2 Duo 2.8Gh (BTO) Built to
Order. 8Gb Memory, 500 Gb
SATA Hard Disk Drive. Owners
personel Computer and has
been cleaned and Restored to
original condition. Has nearly
new Battery and a new Charger.
Mac OS 10.7.5.  Cel l
01622710793 - email pmr.pac
gmail, Pictures available.

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1996
$2200.00 350 LT1 from a 96
Z28. This was going to go into
my 92 RS, but I no longer have
the car so selling my stockpile. I
have everything for the fuel
injection setup (intake, wiring
harness, PCM, etc.), but I also
have everything to convert it to
carburated which is what I was
planning to do. Will sell in stock
trim for 1500, or with everything
to go carburated for 2200, this
will also include EFI stuff.
016091505042 mcgarnicle@ho
tmail.com

Suzuki, DL1000 V-Strom, 2002
$3950.00,German spec. 36K
(23,000 miles) Complete service
records. New Metzeler tires. Givi
rack and large side cases.
Always garaged. $3,950 Ans-
bach jgbocek@yahoo.com

BMW, 735i 4-door, 1997
$4300.00 stunning dark blue
sedan; meticulously maintained,
summer & winter tires on sep
rims, located in Wiesbaden;
Price neg., email, or call after
1800 at 0171-3039599

Computers 360
Volvo, XC70 (US specification),
2007 $14500.00 For Sale by
original owner 5 cylinder turbo-
injection, standard fuel (not
diesel),208 HP Lots of extras!
Meticulous maintenance record
No lien, buyer pays all applica-
ble taxes, title, and licensing
fees. Sold as is. Please contact:
0176-47267302

Gym, Body Craft $760.00 Body
Craft home gym. Galena pro,
excellent condition with leg
p r e s s  o p t i o n .  N e w
$2300.00.Quality piece ,not
junk. If you see it, you will want
it. +49 160 94908450

NISSAN, ARMADA, 2008
$21500.00 2008 Immaculate
Family SUV, Exceptional Condi-
tion with low miles.Charcoal
G r e y , E v e r y  A v a i l a b l e
Option(except nav)leather,DVD
Entertainment,Moonroof,Heated
Seats,Priced below KBB &
includes 4 X Blizzak Snow Tires
($800). Must be seen to be
appreciated. Must Sell, Owner
Retiring, Hohenfels Area. Seri-
ous Enquiries only please!
015111545427 liamolongbow@
hotmail.com

Chrysler, Town and Country,
2005, 7 seats power sliding
doors, hatch, mirrors, windows,
front seats heated front seats
leather interior back seats are
stow and go 83, 765 miles at
time of original posting in August
2013 automatic available now
bttrflypin@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods 980

BMW, X5 , 2010 $1000.00 Bolt
Pattern: 5 X 120 Stud Size: 14 X
1.5b Hub Center bore: 74.1
Purchased tires and rims from
BMW a month before the winter
season. So they are actually still
new. Tires come with TPM
monitor also billyblanks257@g
mail.com

Honda, VTX 1300C, 2007
$5000.00 in very good condition.
It has 6,500 miles, 200 rear tire,
Cobra drag pipes with remova-
ble baffles, aftermarket mirrors,
Kuryakyn cold air intake, custom
made saddle. Any other ques-
tions, please feel free to ask.
01626946773

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 Crosscountry AWD
Automatic millage 87K leather,
pwr heated front seats,AC, DVD
with wireless headphones, park
assist, tow package, sun roof,
electric windos, geartronic
transmission,dealer maintained,
o r  0 1 7 6 6 1 2 6 6 5 9 5
w.ssims@yahoo.com

Mercedes Elegance 320CLK
convertible 2001, German
specs- one owner- loaded-
excellent condition--garage
kept-serviced by Mercedes-
$12,500 or best offer--original
cost 45k--four summer and
winter tires with rims,heated
seats, parktronic and more--
65,000 miles 07031280681,
email fritz_32@hotmail.com

BMW, 735I, 1996 $5000.00
Body type : limousine: Executive
Model ( 5 seats ) Mileage:
176,000 km Power: 173 kW
(235 hp) fuel: gasoline Exterior
color : Green Metallic Interior:
Full Leather Tan Vehicle De-
scription of the provider Interior:
Full leather, Tan , center
armrest - front, Multi -function
steering wheel , leather steering
wheel , wood interior trim ,
power steering , climate control,
5 Seats, El . adjustable seats -
front, programmable seats ,
leather seats , el. heated seats -
front, Power Windows billyblank
s257@gmail.com

Jeep Grand Cherokee, SUV,
2012 $29200.00 Economical
3.6Lt ENG, Black with BLK
leather, 4X4, sunroof, PWR DRs
INs, Touch Radio w ith CD
HDDRV & BT, still under factory
warrantee. 01743229616

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 2007 Crosscountry
AWD Automatic millage 87K
leather, pwr heated front
seats,AC, DVD wireless head-
phones, park assist, tow pack-
age, sun roof, electric windos,
geartronic transmission,dealer
maintained, or 017661266595
w.ssims@yahoo.com

Moving to Barksdale Air Force
base Louisiana? $347500.00
For sale by owner 4 3 3
swimming pool, 2561 sqft. Fully
wired for surround sound, gas
range, granite countertops, cor-
ner lot in family friendly subdivi-
sion, 15 minutes from base, best
school district in the area. Home
warranty and closing costs
offered. No money down with a
VA loan! Available immediately.
email: colycal@yahoo.com

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $13490.00, A
GREAT FAMILY CAR - 7 seats -
Stow and Go feature - DVD
player with Rear Entertainment
Center - Dual Sliding Doors -
Navigation System - Automatic
Transmission - Cloth Seats -
Keyless entry - Power Windows,
locks, mirrors - ABS Brakes -
Cruise control - Front, Side and
Curtain Airbags - AM FM Radio
with CD Player with MP3 and
AUX - Hard Drive (HDD) for
storing music - 16 " Alloy
Wheels - Steering Wheel with
touch controls - Dual zone
Climate Control - Luggage Rack
-  E n g i n e  3 . 3 L  V 6
0151-2606-7460 onassisromer
o@yahoo.com

Real Estate 850

Audi, A4 Avant S-Line 17
$250.00 4 Audi S-Line 17" 5
spoke rims. Used with a few
scratches. Car was totalled with
winter tires on it and now I have
these rims sitting in my garage.
Current tires on them are
Dunlop summers 235.45. R17
but they won't pass inspection.
(Needed to get new tires for this
summer, but no longer have to
thanks to idiot running the red
light in front of me. Thanks,
Idiot!) Pictures available on
request. Jay 0151-57863351
Wiesbaden

Volvo, S60 T5, 2012 $22000.00
US spec. a very clean car, full
loadet sunroof leather mirrow
camera Graf area pics please
c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

Honda, Nighthawk S 700
CB700SC, 1984 $2650.00 US
Spec One of the best bikes ever
built. This is a rare 30 year old
classic in great condition. Nearly
impossible to find in Europe.
Shaft driven and hydraulically
adjusted valves make this Night-
hawk S virtually maintenance
free. Only 24,560 miles. Honda
service manual included. In-
spection good until September. I
hate to give this bike up, but I
just don't have the time to ride.
Cell & text 0175-251-7575 (only
checked after duty hours..I don't
take my cell phone in the office)
r e d l e g 8 9 @ m e . c o m
0175-251-6957

Find the Magic Formula in
Bavaria, Germany $3.99 Learn
about some of the cultural
differences and superstitions
between the USA and in the
Oberpfalz, Bavaria, and Germa-
ny. Learn why two sometimes
means three. Learn a good tip
about tipping. Find out about
Knockers. Learn what Wood for
the Cabin means in the Oberp-
falz and Bavarian culture. Learn
why HD does not mean High
Definition. Learn the about the
myths of Warm Beer, and
shaving. The author spent thir-
teen years in the Region and
integrated with the culture. He
shared that learning the lan-
guage is helpful, however learn-
ing the culture was more
valuable. Fifty of these insights
are within the guide, drawing the
reader in with various subject
headings that sometimes have
double meanings. Portion of
proceeds benefit the USO.
rayetravelyahoo.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Limited,
2007 $17900.00 Steel blue, gray
leather, sun roof, heated power
seats, front and rear fog lights.
All maintenance completed by
Jeep paperwork available. Ex-
cellent car. Negotiable.
01727105195
tom.lorenzini@hotmail.com

BMW, 525i Kombi Wagon, 2005
$13500.00 76,000 miles Gray
with charcoal leather interior,
BMW navigation, BMW dealer
service all current electric heat-
ed seats very clean, non-
smoking comfortable car. Tires
less then 1 year. More photos
available. Gasoline 09843
936819 & 015166131273 DSN
467-4327, giz356gmail.com

Chrysler, Crossfire Limited
Coupe, 2005 $8500.00 This is a
beautiful gray metallic limited
edition coupe. It has power
windows, power steering, power
seats, ac, and heated seats.
The car is in beautiful condition.
Best offers will be considered.
rralix@gmail.com

Books 250

4 BMW Alloy OEM 15" Rims
$80.00 I am selling 4 bmw alloy
oem 15" rims taken off my `93
318i. The rims are in fair
condition. Good for any BMW
owner who need rims or spares.
ss2day@gmail.com

Harley Davidson, VRSCB,
2005 $11000.00 Custom VROD
with 240mm wide tire kit,
passenger footboards, and re-
movable ultimate touring wind-
s h i e l d .  0 1 5 1 1 5 2 8 7 1 0 0
cwatts7622@me.com

BMW, 316i, 1997 $3000.00
Great car with no problems.
Silver. Automatic transmission.
Seat heaters. Summer tires and
winter tires all on wheels. Call or
email. Willing to negotiate!
016092963047 erinelizabef@h
otmail.com

Honda, Odyssey, 2006
$6000.00 Comfortable, reliable,
automatic sliding doors, heated
seats, room for 8 plus LOTS of
space in the back, includes set
of winter tires. Perfect family car
for your time in Europe.
015140018534 wellmankeri@y
ahoo.com

Automotive 140

Chrysler, 200 Limited, 2011
$16500.00 3.6 l, 6 speed
automatic transmission, Color:
black with clear coat, black
leather seats, dealer main-
tained, low mileage, all weather
tires w rims, extra set of winter
tires with rims included, in very
good condition. 0171-76995 Ti
mothyjlane@live.com

Person to Person 800
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

for help with a drinking problem call
+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit

www.alcoholics-anonymous.eu

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Dodge, Grand Caravan, 2001
$3800.00 2001 Dodge Grand
Caravan.120K miles, power
steering, power brakes, power
windows, power doors, AC,
AMFM CD Player. New tires and
brakes. Runs well drives great!
Vehicle located in Stuttgart,
Germany. Passed Inspection
SEP 13. Hail Damage. Contact
Bob, timelost@gmail.com or +33
626 593 885 (temp number in
France). 004915151617599

Announcements 040

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Ford, Ranger, 2011 $20500.00
Ford Ranger XLT SuperCab
4X4. US Spec, Black, 4.0L v-6,
5-speed manual, Power Steer-
ing, Power Brakes, Air, 4-doors,
runs great. Paint has minor
scratches in bed and on bed
rails but then it is a truck. Asking
$20,500 OBO (below NADA and
blue book). A great truck for a
reasonable price. Call +49
160-9024-8715 or email joe
joes-bugs.com, for more info
or pictures.

PCS Sale $20.00 Pleather arm
chair - $20 Goldstar 19âÄù
Television - $20 AVOL DVD
Player - $15 3 speed Standing
floor fans - $25 3 speed Desk
fan - $15 1600 Watt Transform-
er - $35 750 Watt Transformer -
$25 2 x 300 Watt Transformer -
$20˚ach 75 Watt Transformer -
$15 Krups Power Xl6 blender -
$40 regine.ms@hotmail.com

Harley-Davidson , SOFTAIL
CUSTOM FXSTC, 2010
$13000.00 This bike is NEW
never ridden, never registered,
no taxes paid. Harley Davidson
has stopped production of this
model and is no longer availa-
ble. This is a US Specification
motorcycle. This sharp looking
bike with lots of chrome has
extremely low miles is ready to
ride. The bike is for experienced
riders who want that Fist in the
Air Experience. This is an
unbelievable price for this low
mileage machine. The bike is
located in Germany. Buyer is
responsible for vehicle pick-up
or shipping. ++ 49 171 869 2073

Chevrolet, Camaro, SS, 2011
$21500.00 Black, Green Strips
V8, 426 HP Details: AM FM CD
(Single Disc) Radio, Adjustable
Steering Wheel, Air Condition-
ing, (BREMBO)Anti-lock Brakes,
dimming Mirror, Automatic
Headlights, Power Seat Bucket
Seats, Cruise Control, Front
(Dual) and Rear Side Airbags,
Keyless Entry, Leather Steering
Wheel, MP3, OnStar Communi-
cation System, Power Mirrors,
Power Steering, Tinted Power
Windows, Premium Wheels,
Tachometer jkountz16@hotmail
.com

PCS Sale 780
Toyota, Tacoma,  2011
$26000.00 Fuel Economy: City
16

wy 20
omb 18 MPG Max Seating: 5
Doors: 4 Engine: V6, 4.0 Liter
Drivetrain: 4WD Transmission:
Automatic, 5-Spd wverdrive
EPA Class: Small Pickup Trucks
Body Style: Pickup Country of
Origin: Japan Country of As-
sembly: United States Color:
White Mileage: 37,000 Engine:
V6, 4.0 Liter Transmission:
Automatic, 5-Spd wverdrive
Drivetrain: 4WD Accessory
Packages: TRD Off-Road Pkg
Braking and Traction: Downhill
Assist Control Traction Control
Stability Control ABS (4-Wheel)
Comfort and Convenience: Key-
less Entry Air Conditioning Slid-
ing Rear Window Power Win-
dows Power Door Locks Cruise
Control Steering Power Steering
Tilt & Telescoping Wheel Enter-
tainment and Instrumentation:
AM FM Stereo MP3 (Single
Disc) Safety and Security: Back-
up Camera Dual Air Bags F&R
Side Air Bags F&R Head
Curtain Air Bags Lighting: Day-
time Running Lights Cargo and
Towing: Bed Liner Towing Pkg
Wheels and Tires Alloy Wheels
K&N Cold Ai r  In take
01626946773

Chrysler, Town & Country
Touring Plus, 2010 $16500.00
Outstanding touring van just in
time for Spring Break! Fits 7
passengers plus luggage with
stow & go and roof rack. 70K
mile Bumper to Bumper warran-
ty and remainder of 5yr1⁄800K
powertrain warranty. Seller
guarantees inspection. Has 4
snow tires (mounted) and 4
additional rims for summer tires.
Great vehicle for Europe, has fit
in all parking garages, even with
roof rack. 65,000 miles, US
specs. Email me at: Chrysler.4s
ale@yahoo.com for more de-
tails. 01511-6502218

Ford, Fusion Sport, 2010
$16000.00 Excellent condition,
Sport Blue, 3.5l V6, Completely
new brakes replaced on 14
March with 10,000 mile Ford
warranty, brand new high per-
formance summer tires on OZ
rims, winter tires mounted on
Alu rims, Ford racing suspen-
sion, leather, Sync, non smoking
first and only owner, dealer
maintained, well cared for.
0151-22346825 mineralgrey@y
ahoo.com

Chevrolet, Camaro, 2011
$21500.00 Black Camaro with
Green Stripes, 425 HP, brand
new wheels, great condition.
Car was purchased in U.S. Must
sell due to move. jkountz16@h
otmail.com

Trucks 174

Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $22000.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl color;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,500mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged, no issues whatsoever.
$6K in parts and upgrades to
this bike (full exhaust, dynojet,
12" apes, monotubes, seat with
driver backrest). Too much to
list here; if interested in addition-
al details or photos send me a
request. Private sale and I have
the Title in hand. Serious
inquiries only. Bike located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 275 18471

Fiat, Doblo, 2004 $3600.00
(VAN) 172,000KM, Blue Metalic.
1 Set of Summer and Winter
Tires. AC, Central Lock, Electric
Windows. German Inspection
Until June 2015 $3600 OBO.
Call 06122-7034551 or email
johncaparco@gmail.com

Siemens Washer and Dryer
$350.00 Nice Siemens Washer
and Dryer in excellent condition.
Only 350 Euros for both. I will
also accept U.S. Dollars. Both
units are in very good shape
and work well. These are 220
volt models and I also have
instructions for use in English.
See the photos. Must see in
person to fully appreciate.
015238737776 fredpinnix@hot
mail.com

Subaru, Legacy,  1992
$1500.00 Up for sale today is a
beautiful 1992 Subaru Legacy
for $1500 that runs like a charm
and has just past inspection.
This car has electric windows,
seat warmers, and nice speak-
ers. A plus to buying this car
now is that you will not have to
bring it back to inspection for a
year as long as you buy it in the
next  20  days.  En joy
owendarrow@gmail.com

BMW, R65, 1981 $2500.00 US
specs, Blue, Boxer motor, elec-
tronic ignition, saddlebags +2
seats,16438 miles; clean and
excellent condition. hasenbuhle
rh@yahoo.com

Microwave Ovens For Sale
$125.00 Two microwave ovens
(one LG and one Olimpic) both
220 Volt, $85.00 and $65.00
respectively or BOTH for
$125.00. Vicenza area. E-mail
rmeciv@gmail.com or go to
douglas.c.coltharp.civ@mail.mil

Steel blue, gray leather, sun
roof, heated power seats, front
and rear fog lights. All mainte-
nance completed by Jeep pa-
perwork available. Excellent car.
Negotiable.email: tom.lorenzini
@ h o t m a i l . c o m ,  c e l l
01727105195

Fiat 5 speed, 500, 2011
$10500.00 Fun, Red ,
63kw(85ps). Wet Okole seat
covers, all season tires and
extra summer tires. Sun roof,
CD player, air conditioning. Full
service and warranty records,
European specs. Hate to sell but
heading back to states. It has
been a great car. +49 160
94908450

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1989
$11000.00 350 TPI motor, has
about 15,000 miles since lower-
end rebuild. Transmission is a
T-56 from a 95 Z28, shifts great!
The rear end is from a 2000
Trans am with 4.10 gears. Full
exhaust work from the headers
back with 3 inch cutout, 2
summers ago I did an exterior
refresh with new paint, new
decal and stripes, had the
original rims stripped and polish-
ed, new windshield, all new
weatherstipping. 12" rotors all
around, (LS1 car brake set-up).
Aluminum driveshaft. autometer
gauges, pwr- wind,mirr,seat
016091505042

BMW, X5 - 35i, 2011 $31000.00
Only selling to make room for an
upgrade before we PCS - we
love the X5 that much! Fully
loaded - Alpine white with cocoa
brown interior and dark walnut
trim. The amenities go on and
on for this vehicle...too long to
list in the limited space here.
Contact me for full list. Car is
available on Clay Kaserne M-F
or can meet you after work &
weekends. $31,000 o.b.o. - want
to see this car go to loving
owners rather than trade it in -
hurry, don't delay will trade in o
& a 31Mar14 0160 946 28 435
cjm_1206@yahoo.com

BMW, F650GS, 2012 $8500.00
798cc. Heated grips, comp,
luggage, compft seat, center
stand, cruise control, Warranty,
clean, Inc extras. e-mail: for pics
and details $8500 OBO
jbean114@gmail.com
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Scoreboard

NHL
Roundup

Eastern Conference
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Boston 72 49 17 6 104 230 153
d-Pittsburgh 71 46 20 5 97 222 177
Tampa Bay 72 39 24 9 87 214 193
N.Y. Rangers 73 40 29 4 84 194 178
Montreal 73 40 26 7 87 188 184
Philadelphia 71 38 26 7 83 205 201
Detroit 71 33 24 14 80 189 200
Toronto 73 36 29 8 80 213 226

Washington 72 34 27 11 79 208 213
Columbus 71 36 29 6 78 200 194
New Jersey 72 31 28 13 75 175 187
Carolina 71 31 31 9 71 177 200
Ottawa 71 29 29 13 71 203 240
N.Y. Islanders 71 27 35 9 63 197 239
Florida 72 26 38 8 60 175 235
Buffalo 71 20 43 8 48 138 210

Western Conference
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 71 48 16 7 103 228 160
d-San Jose 73 46 18 9 101 222 175
Anaheim 71 46 18 7 99 228 180
Chicago 72 41 16 15 97 240 186
Colorado 71 44 21 6 94 216 194
Los Angeles 72 41 25 6 88 177 151
Minnesota 72 37 24 11 85 180 178
Phoenix 72 34 26 12 80 199 205

Dallas 71 34 26 11 79 201 203
Vancouver 73 33 30 10 76 176 196
Winnipeg 73 32 32 9 73 202 213
Nashville 72 31 31 10 72 173 213
Calgary 72 30 35 7 67 183 211
Edmonton 72 25 38 9 59 178 236

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

d-division leader
x-clinched playoff spot

 Monday’s games
Montreal 2, Boston 1, SO
Ottawa 4, Tampa Bay 3, SO
Calgary 2, San Jose 1, SO
N.Y. Rangers 4, Phoenix 3, OT
Los Angeles 3, Philadelphia 2
Dallas 2, Winnipeg 1

Tuesday’s games
St. Louis at Toronto
Phoenix at Pittsburgh
Los Angeles at Washington
N.Y. Islanders at Carolina
Buffalo at Montreal
Ottawa at Florida
Detroit at Columbus
Dallas at Chicago
Colorado at Nashville
San Jose at Edmonton

Wednesday’s games
Vancouver at Minnesota
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers
Anaheim at Calgary

Thursday’s games
Chicago at Boston
Phoenix at New Jersey
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh
Montreal at Detroit
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay
Carolina at Florida
Minnesota at St. Louis
Buffalo at Nashville
Vancouver at Colorado
Winnipeg at San Jose

Monday
Senators 4, Lightning 3 (SO)

Ottawa 1 2 0 0—4
Tampa Bay 1 1 1 0—3

Ottawa won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, Ottawa, E.Karlsson 20 

(Greening), 3:57. 2, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
9 (Johnson, Brown), 5:07.

Second Period—3, Ottawa, Spezza 19 
(Michalek, E.Karlsson), 8:12. 4, Ottawa, 
Turris 22 (Stone, E.Karlsson), 8:56. 5, 
Tampa Bay, Hedman 12 (Filppula, Palat), 
13:26 (pp).

Third Period—6, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 
21 (Palat, Callahan), 5:44 (pp).

Shootout—Ottawa 1 (Zibanejad NG, 
Spezza G, Turris NG), Tampa Bay 0 (Filp-
pula NG, Kucherov NG, Stamkos NG).

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 14-10-7-1—32. 
Tampa Bay 7-14-12-5—38.

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 0 
of 3; Tampa Bay 2 of 7.

Goalies—Ottawa, Lehner 8-15-5 (38 
shots-35 saves). Tampa Bay, Bishop 34-
11-7 (32-29).

A—18,486 (19,204). T—2:51.

Rangers 4, Coyotes 3 (OT)
Phoenix 2 1 0 0—3
N.Y. Rangers 0 2 1 1—4

First Period—1, Phoenix, Ekman-Lars-
son 13 (Yandle, Smith), 4:40 (pp). 2, Phoe-
nix, Halpern 5 (Chipchura, Stone), 8:22.

Second Period—3, N.Y. Rangers, Rich-
ards 17 (Hagelin, Pouliot), 6:10. 4, N.Y.
Rangers, Brassard 17 (McDonagh, Zuc-
carello), 10:53. 5, Phoenix, Chipchura 3
(Michalek), 16:51.

Third Period—6, N.Y. Rangers, Girardi 5
(McDonagh, Pouliot), 16:32.

Overtime—7, N.Y. Rangers, McDonagh 
13 (Girardi, Hagelin), 1:56.

Shots on Goal—Phoenix 11-6-4-0—21.
N.Y. Rangers 10-11-12-3—36.

Power-play opportunities—Phoenix 1 
of 4; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 2.

Goalies—Phoenix, Smith (27 shots-25 
saves), Greiss 7-5-2 (10:30 third, 9-7). N.Y.
Rangers, Lundqvist 29-22-4 (21-18).

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:34.

Kings 3, Flyers 2
Los Angeles 0 2 1—3
Philadelphia 0 0 2—2

Second Period—1, Los Angeles, Carter
25 (Martinez, Toffoli), 1:49. 2, Los Ange-
les, Williams 18 (Regehr, Kopitar), 17:28.

Third Period—3, Philadelphia, Read 20 
(Coburn, Couturier), :29. 4, Philadelphia,
Voracek 20 (Hartnell), 8:18. 5, Los Ange-
les, King 13 (Voynov), 10:36.

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 14-19-8—
41. Philadelphia 9-9-14—32.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 0 of 4; Philadelphia 0 of 4.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 24-15-2
(32 shots-30 saves). Philadelphia, Emery
8-10-1 (41-38).

A—19,876 (19,541). T—2:32.

Canadiens 2, Bruins 1 (SO)
Montreal 1 0 0 0—2
Boston 0 0 1 0—1

Montreal won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, Montreal, Emelin 3 

(Briere, Gionta), 6:39 (pp).
Third Period—2, Boston, Bergeron 23

(Hamilton, Eriksson), 14:34 (pp).
Shootout—Montreal 1 (Vanek NG, De-

sharnais NG, Briere NG, Galchenyuk G),
Boston 0 (Bergeron NG, Iginla NG, March-
and NG, Krejci NG).

Shots on Goal—Montreal 5-10-5-2—22.
Boston 10-11-6-2—29.

Power-play opportunities—Montreal
1 of 6; Boston 1 of 6.

Goalies—Montreal, Budaj 9-8-2 (29 
shots-28 saves). Boston, Rask 32-14-5
(22-21).

A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:51.

Stars 2, Jets 1
Winnipeg 0 0 1—1
Dallas 1 1 0—2

First Period—1, Dallas, Whitney 8 (Ja.
Benn, Gonchar), 5:32 (pp).

Second Period—2, Dallas, Seguin 32 
(Ja.Benn, Chiasson), 16:09 (pp).

Third Period—3, Winnipeg, Little 22 
(Kane, Enstrom), 17:16 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 11-7-15—33. 
Dallas 12-9-6—27.

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
1 of 3; Dallas 2 of 4.

Goalies—Winnipeg, Montoya 12-8-3
(27 shots-25 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 27-
17-10 (33-32).

A—15,967 (18,532). T—2:37.

Flames 2, Sharks 1 (SO)
San Jose 1 0 0 0—1
Calgary 0 1 0 0—2

Calgary won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, San Jose, Sheppard 4 

(Nieto, Boyle), 18:11.
Second Period—2, Calgary, Colborne 9 

(Wotherspoon, Glencross), 18:00.
Shootout—San Jose 0 (Marleau NG, 

Pavelski NG, Sheppard NG), Calgary 1 
(Colborne NG, Hudler NG, Cammalleri 
G).

Shots on Goal—San Jose 18-4-10-2—34.
Calgary 8-12-5-2—27.

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 2; Calgary 0 of 3.

Goalies—San Jose, Stalock 11-4-2 (27
shots-26 saves). Calgary, Ramo 13-10-4
(34-33).

A—19,829 (19,289). T—2:42.

Canadiens win shootout,
stop Bruins’ streak at 12

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Alex Galchenyuk 
scored the only shootout goal as 
the Montreal Canadiens stopped 
the Boston Bruins’ 12-game win-
ning streak with a 2-1 victory 
Monday.

The Bruins fell one game short 
of their longest winning streak 
since 1970-71 and two shy of the 
club record set in 1929-30. But 
their one point from the shootout 
loss moved them ahead of West-
ern Conference-leading St. Louis 
for the most in the NHL with 
104.

Boston tied it at 1 with just two 
seconds left on its sixth power 
play of the game. Dougie Hamil-
ton’s slap shot from the center of 
the blue line deflected off Patrice 
Bergeron and past goalie Peter 
Budaj with 5:26 left in the third 
period. It was Bergeron’s 23rd 
goal of the season.

Montreal grabbed the lead on 
Alexei Emelin’s third goal of the 
season at 6:39 of the first. Eme-
lin’s shot from the blue line de-
flected off Bruins forward Chris 
Kelly about 30 feet from the net 
and rose over the glove of goalie 
Tuukka Rask.

The win moved Montreal ahead 
of Tampa Bay and into third place 
in the Eastern Conference.

Flames 2, Sharks 1 (SO): San 
Jose clinched a playoff spot by 
getting a point in a shootout loss 
to host Calgary.

Mike Cammalleri scored the 
only goal in the shootout for 
Calgary.

Cammalleri moved in from the 
right wing and went short side on 
Alex Stalock, setting off a roar 
from the Saddledome crowd. 

Rangers 4, Coyotes 3 (OT): 
Ryan McDonagh scored off a re-
bound of Dan Girardi’s shot 1:56 
into overtime, completing host 
New York’s surprising rally.

McDonagh put the puck past 
backup goalie Thomas Greiss, 
who relieved injured starter Mike 
Smith in the third period and then 
gave up the tying and winning 

goals. Girardi got the Rangers 
even with 3:28 left in regulation 
when he tipped in a drive by his 
defense partner McDonagh. 

Kings 3, Flyers 2: Dwight King 
scored a tiebreaking goal midway 
through the third period, leading 
visiting Los Angeles to the win.

Jeff Carter and Justin Wil-
liams scored in the second for 
the Kings, who won their third 
straight and 11th in 14 games 
while remaining in third place in 
the Pacific Division. 

Senators 4, Lightning 3 (SO): 
Jason Spezza scored in regulation 
and had the only goal in a shoot-

out, helping visiting Ottawa end a 
six-game losing streak.

Erik Karlsson had a goal and 
two assists for the Senators. 
Karlsson, the top-scoring defen-
seman in the NHL with 68 points, 
opened the scoring 3:57 into the 
game with his career-high 20th 
goal.  

Stars 2, Jets 1: Ray Whitney 
and Tyler Seguin scored power-
play goals as host Dallas held off 
Winnipeg.

The victory allowed Dallas to 
move within a point of the Phoe-
nix Coyotes for the Western Con-
ference’s final playoff spot. 

CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Boston center Patrice Bergeron eyes the puck on a face-off with 
Montreal center David Desharnais during the second period of 
Monday’s game in Boston. Montreal won 2-1 in shootout.
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College basketball College baseball

College hockey

Deals

NCAA Men’s tournament
EAST REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At Madison Square Garden

New York
Friday, March 28

UConn (28-8) vs. Iowa State (28-7)
Michigan State (28-8) vs. Virginia (30-

6)
Regional Championship

Sunday, March 30
Semifinal winners

SOUTH REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals

At FedExForum
Memphis, Tenn.

Thursday, March 27
Dayton (25-10) vs. Stanford (23-12)
Florida (34-2) vs. UCLA (28-8)

Regional Championship
Saturday, March 29

Semifinal winners
MIDWEST REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
At Lucas Oil Stadium

Indianapolis
Friday, March 28

Michigan (27-8) vs. Tennessee (24-12)
Kentucky (26-10) vs. Louisville (31-5)

Regional Championship
Sunday, March 30

Semifinal winners
WEST REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At The Honda Center

Anaheim, Calif.
Thursday, March 27

Wisconsin (28-7) vs. Baylor (26-11)
San Diego State (31-4) vs. Arizona (32-

4)
Regional Championship

Saturday, March 29
Semifinal winners

FINAL FOUR
At AT&T Stadium
Arlington, Texas

National Semifinals
Saturday, April 5

East champion vs. South champion
Midwest champion vs. West cham-

pion
National Championship

Monday, April 7
Semifinal winners

Men’s NIT
Quarterfinals

Tuesday, March 25
Belmont (26-9) at Clemson (22-12)
Southern Miss (29-6) at Minnesota 

(22-13)
Wednesday, March 26

Louisiana Tech (29-7) at Florida State 
(21-13)

California (21-13) at SMU (25-9)

CBI
Quarterfinals

Monday, March 24
Siena 54, Penn State 52
Old Dominion 82, Radford 59
Illinois State 62, Texas A&M 55
Fresno State 72, Princeton 56

Semifinals
Wednesday, March 26

Illinois State (18-15) at Siena (17-17)
Old Dominion (18-17) at Fresno State 

(19-16)

CIT
Quarterfinals

Wednesday, March 26
VMI (21-12) at Ohio (24-11)
Yale (17-13) at Columbia (21-12)
San Diego (18-16) at Pacific (17-15)

Thursday, March 27
Towson State (25-10) at Murray State 

(20-11)

NCAA Men’s Division II
tournament
Quarterfinals

At Evansville, Ind.
Wednesday, March 26

S. Connecticut vs. Central Missouri
Tuskegee vs. Metro State
Drury vs. West Liberty
Cal State Chico vs. S. Carolina Aiken

NCAA Women’s tournament
LINCOLN REGIONAL
Saturday, March 22

At Durham, N.C.
Duke 87, Winthrop 45
DePaul 104, Oklahoma 100

At Los Angeles
Nebraska 74, Fresno State 55
BYU 72, N.C. State 57

Sunday, March 23
At Storrs, Conn.

Saint Joseph’s 67, Georgia 57
UConn 87, Prairie View 44

At College Station, Texas
James Madison 72, Gonzaga 63
Texas A&M 70, North Dakota 55

Second Round
Monday, March 24

At Los Angeles
BYU 80, Nebraska 76

At Durham, N.C.
DePaul 74, Duke 65

Tuesday, March 25
At Storrs, Conn.

UConn (35-0) vs. Saint Joseph’s (23-9)
At College Station, Texas

James Madison (29-5) vs. Texas A&M 
(25-8)

Regional Semifinals
At Lincoln, Neb.

Saturday, March 29
UConn-Saint Joseph’s winner vs. BYU 

(28-6)
DePaul (29-6) vs. James Madison-Tex-

as A&M winner

Monday, March 31
Regional Championship

Semifinal winners
STANFORD REGIONAL

First Round
Saturday, March 22

At Ames, Iowa
Florida State 55, Iowa State 44
Stanford 81, South Dakota 62

Sunday, March 23
At Seattle

South Carolina 73, Cal State North-
ridge 58

Oregon State 55, Middle Tennessee 36
At Chapel Hill, N.C.

Michigan State 91, Hampton 61
North Carolina 60, UT-Martin 58

At State College, Pa.
Penn State 62, Wichita State 56
Florida 83, Dayton 69

Second Round
Monday, March 24

At Ames, Iowa
Stanford 63, Florida State 44

Tuesday, March 25
At Seattle

South Carolina (28-4) vs. Oregon State 
(24-10)

At Chapel Hill, N.C.
Michigan State (23-9) vs. North Caro-

lina (25-9)
At State College, Pa.

Florida (20-12) vs. Penn State (23-7)
Regional Semifinals
At Stanford, Calif.
Sunday, March 30

South Carolina-Oregon State winner 
vs. Michigan State-North Carolina win-
ner

Stanford (30-3) vs. Florida-Penn State 
winner

Regional Championship
Tuesday, April 1

Semifinal winners
NOTRE DAME REGIONAL

First Round
Saturday, March 22

At Toledo, Ohio
Arizona State 69, Vanderbilt 61
Notre Dame 93, Robert Morris 42

At West Lafayette, Ind.
Oklahoma State 61, Florida Gulf Coast 

60, OT
Purdue 84, Akron 55

At Lexington, Ky.
Kentucky 106, Wright State 60
Syracuse 59, Chattanooga 53

At Waco, Texas
California 64, Fordham 63
Baylor 87, Western Kentucky 74

Second Round
Monday, March 24

At Toledo, Ohio
Notre Dame 84, Arizona State 67

At West Lafayette, Ind.
Oklahoma State 73, Purdue 66

At Lexington, Ky.
Kentucky 64, Syracuse 59

At Waco, Texas
Baylor 75, California 56

Regional Semifinals
At Notre Dame, Ind.
Saturday, March 29

Kentucky (26-8) vs. Baylor (31-4)
Notre Dame (34-0) vs. Oklahoma State 

(25-8)
Regional Championship

Monday, March 31
Semifinal winners

LOUISVILLE REGIONAL
First Round

Saturday, March 22
At Knoxville, Tenn.

Tennessee 70, Northwestern State 46
St. John’s 71, Southern Cal 68

Sunday, March 23
At College Park, Md.

Maryland 90, Army 52
Texas 79, Pennsylvania 61

At Iowa City, Iowa
Louisville 88, Idaho 42
Iowa 87, Marist 65

At Baton Rouge, La.
LSU 98, Georgia Tech 78
West Virginia 76, Albany (N.Y.) 61

Second Round
Monday, March 24
At Knoxville, Tenn.

Tennessee 67, St. John’s 51
Tuesday, March 25

At College Park, Md.
Texas (22-11) vs. Maryland (25-6)

At Iowa City, Iowa
Iowa vs. Louisville (31-4)

At Baton Rouge, La.
LSU (20-12) vs. West Virginia (30-4)

Women’s NIT
Third Round

Wednesday, March 26
San Diego (24-8) vs. Washington (19-

13)
Thursday, March 27

George Washington (23-10) at South 
Florida (21-12)

Northwestern (17-15) at Indiana (20-
12)

Michigan (20-13) at Bowling Green 
(29-4)

Seton Hall (20-13) at Rutgers (24-9)
Auburn (19-14) at Mississipi State (21-

13)
Minnesota (22-12) at South Dakota 

State (24-9)
Friday, March 28

Colorado (19-14) vs. UTEP (26-7)

NCAA Women’s Division II
tournament
Quarterfinals

At Erie, Pa.
Tuesday, March 25

Limestone vs. West Texas A&M
Nova Southeastern vs. Concordia-St. 

Paul
Bentley vs. Drury
Edinboro vs. Cal Poly Pomona

Baseball America Top 25
DURHAM, N.C. — The top 25 teams in 

the Baseball America poll with records 
through March 23 and previous ranking 
(voting by the staff of Baseball Ameri-
ca):
 Record Pvs
 1. Florida State 19-4 2
 2. South Carolina 19-3 1
 3. Virginia 18-4 3
 4. Louisiana-Lafayette 22-2 5
 5. Cal Poly 19-4 7
 6. Oregon State 19-4 4
 7. Vanderbilt 20-5 6
 8. LSU 20-4 8
 9. Cal State Fullerton 13-8 9
10. Rice 19-6 11
11. Oregon 17-5 12
12. Texas 19-6 15
13. Mississippi 21-4 20
14. Louisville 17-6 14
15. UC Santa Barbara 17-3 19
16. Mississippi State 17-9 21
17. Houston 19-4 23
18. UCLA 14-8 22
19. Kentucky 17-7 —
20. Clemson 14-9 13
21. Auburn 17-8 —
22. Tennessee 19-4 18
23. Georgia Tech 15-9 —
24. North Carolina 15-8 17
25. N.C. State 14-8 10

Collegiate Baseball poll
TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base-

ball poll with records through March 23. 
Voting is done by coaches, sports writ-
ers and sports information directors:
 Record Pts Prv
 1. Louisiana-Lafayette 22-2 493 6
 2. South Carolina 19-3 490 1
 3. Florida State 19-4 488 2
 4. Virginia 18-4 486 4
 5. Vanderbilt 20-5 485 3
 6. LSU 20-4-1 483 7
 7. Oregon 17-5 481 8
 8. Oregon State 19-5 478 5
 9. Cal Poly 19-4 475 10
10. UC Santa Barbara 17-3 472 15
11. Louisville 17-6 468 9
12. Mississippi 21-4 466 16
13. Cal State Fullerton 13-8 465 13
14. Rice 19-6 462 21
15. Texas 19-6 460 19
16. Mississippi State 17-9 457 24
17. Kentucky 17-7 455 —
18. Houston 19-4 451 —
19. Washington 16-5-1 450 —
20. Auburn 17-8 446 29
21. Tennessee 19-4 443 14
22. Seton Hall 15-4 442 22
23. UCLA 14-8 441 23
24. North Carolina 15-8 438 12
25. Maryland 16-6 436 —
26. VCU 20-3 433 —
27. N.C. State 14-8 431 11
28. Clemson 14-9 427 26
29. Baylor 13-10 426 —
30. FIU 20-4 423 30

Monday’s scores
SOUTH

Georgetown (Ky.) 15, Asbury 2
Martin Methodist 12, Freed-Hardeman 

8
Mary Washington 8, E. Mennonite 4
Virginia 5, Miami 3

NCAA Division I poll
MINNEAPOLIS — The top 20 teams in 

the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren-
theses, records through March 23 and 
previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Union (31) 28-6-4 969 2
 2. Minnesota (18) 25-6-6 955 1
 3. Boston College 26-7-4 899 3
 4. Wisconsin 24-10-2 837 6
 5. UMass-Lowell (1) 25-10-4 795 7
 6. Ferris State 28-10-3 750 4
 7. Quinnipiac 24-9-6 709 5
 8. St. Cloud State 21-10-5 632 8
 9. Notre Dame 23-14-2 573 10
10. Providence 21-10-6 546 9
11. Minnesota State 26-13-1 501 15
12. Colgate 20-13-5 451 14
13. North Dakota 23-13-3 437 11
14. Vermont 20-14-3 316 16
15. Michigan 18-13-4 261 12
16. Cornell 17-10-5 225 13
17. Denver 20-15-6 183 —
18. New Hampshire 22-18-1 154 18
19. Northeastern 19-14-4 143 17
20. Ohio State 18-14-5 80 —

Others receiving votes: Yale 33, Rob-
ert Morris 31, Western Michigan 13, Mi-
ami 5, Alaska-Anchorage 1, Minnesota-
Duluth 1.

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
MLB — Suspended Tampa Bay RHP 

Alex Colome 50 games after testing posi-
tive for Boldenone.

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Traded INF 

Alex Gonzalez to Detroit for INF Steve
Lombardozzi. Designated C Johnny
Monell for assignment.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to
terms with LHP Jose Quintana on a five-
year contract.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned RHP 
Trevor Bauer and RHP C.C. Lee to Colum-
bus (IL). Reassigned INFs David Cooper 
and Bryan LaHair to minor league camp. 
Granted RHP Aaron Harang his uncondi-
tional release.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned RHP 
Josh Zeid to Oklahoma City (PCL). Reas-
signed OF Adron Chambers and C Rene 
Garcia to minor league camp. Released
INF Cesar Izturis.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Optioned OF 
Jimmy Paredes to Omaha (PCL). Assigned 
RHP Jon Rauch and C Adam Moore to mi-
nor league camp.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Optioned RHPs
Ryan Pressly and Michael Tonkin and C 
Chris Herrmann to Rochester (IL). Reas-
signed LHPs Matt Hoffman and Aaron
Thompson, RHP Deolis Guerra, OF Wilkin 
Ramirez and INFs Doug Bernier and De-
ibinson Romero to minor league camp. 
Granted RHP Matt Guerrier his uncondi-
tional release.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Released RHP 
Scott Baker.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Optioned OF 
Anthony Gose to Buffalo (IL). Assigned 
C Mike Nickeas and INFs Chris Getz and 
Steve Tolleson to minor league camp.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Optioned LHP 

Ryan Buchter and OFs Jose Constanza 
and Joey Terdoslavich to Gwinnett (IL). 
Reassigned INFs Tyler Greene and Tom-
my La Stella to Gwinnett. Granted RHP 
Freddy Garcia his unconditional release. 
Agreed to tems with RHP Aaron Harang
on a one-year contract.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Waived 
1B/3B Juan Francisco for the purpose of 
giving him his unconditional release.

NEW YORK METS — Named Luis Na-
tera assistant hitting coach. Released
RHP Kyle Farnsworth.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned RHP 
Jesse Hahn to San Antonio (PCL). Reas-
signed C Austin Hedges to minor league
camp.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Optioned OF 
Randal Grichuk to the Memphis (IL).

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Reas-
signed RHP Blake Treinen to minor
league camp. Released C Chris Snyder.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed G 
Casper Ware to a 10-day contract.
Women’s National Basketball Association

CONNECTICUT SUN — Signed G Katie
Douglas to a two-year contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed CB R.J.
Stanford.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Agreed to
terms with OL Paul McQuistan.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed LB 
Arthur Moats to a one-year contract.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Re-signed 
WR Kassim Osgood to a one-year con-
tract.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Signed D 
Justin Faulk to a six-year contract exten-
sion.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Agreed to
terms with D Trevor van Riemsdyk on a 
two-year contract.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Recalled
D Tim Erixon from Springfield (AHL). Re-
turned D Frederic St. Denis on loan to
Springfield.

DALLAS STARS — Recalled F Dustin
Jeffrey from Texas (AHL). Reassigned F 
Chris Mueller to Texas.

DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled LW
Mitch Callahan from Grand Rapids (AHL). 
Assigned C Landon Ferraro to Grand
Rapids.

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Reassigned LW
Garrett Wilson to San Antonio (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassigned
G Andrew Hammond to Binghamton 
(AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

COLUMBUS CREW — Announced the
resignation of president Mark McCull-
ers, effective April 30.

COLLEGE
 BUTLER — Announced men’s fresh-

man basketball F Nolan Berry will trans-
fer to another school.

CARSON-NEWMAN — Announced the
resignation of men’s golf coach John 
Minor.

DAYTON — Signed men’s basketball 
coach Archie Miller to a contract exten-
sion through the 2018-19 season.

GEORGE WASHINGTON — Granted
sophomore F Paris Maragkos his release
to transfer from the men’s basketball 
program.

HOUSTON — Announced the resigna-
tion of men’s basketball coach James 
Dickey.

INDIANA — Announced men’s sopho-
more basketball Fs Austin Etherington
and Jeremy Hollowell are transferring.

 PENN — Named M. Grace Calhoun ath-
letic director, effective July 1.

 WEST VIRGINIA — Announced men’s 
sophomore basketball G Eron Harris 
plans to transfer.

Tennis

Sony Open
Monday

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park
Key Biscayne, Fla.

Purse: Men, $5.65 million (Masters 
1000); Women, $5.43 million (Premier)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Men
Third Round

Milos Raonic (12), Canada, def. Guill-
ermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-1, 6-2.

Alexandr Dolgopolov (22), Ukraine, 
def. Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, 3-6, 6-0, 7-6 
(5).

Benjamin Becker, Germany, def. Aljaz 
Bedene, Slovenia, 6-3, 7-5.

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Denis Is-
tomin, Uzbekistan, 6-1, 6-0.

Stanislas Wawrinka (3), Switzerland, 
def. Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 7-
5, 6-4.

Fabio Fognini (14), Italy, def. Roberto 
Bautista Agut, Spain, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Tomas Berdych (7), Czech Republic, 
def. Joao Sousa, Portugal, 6-2, 6-4.

John Isner (10), United States, def. 
Nicolas Almagro (18), Spain, 7-5, 6-3.

Women
Fourth Round

Maria Sharapova (4), Russia, def. 
Kirsten Flipkens (19), Belgium, 3-6, 6-4, 
6-1.

Angelique Kerber (5), Germany, def. 
Ekaterina Makarova (23), Russia, 6-4, 1-
6, 6-3.

Serena Williams (1), United States, 
def. CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, 
6-3, 6-1.

Petra Kvitova (8), Czech Republic, def. 
Ana Ivanovic (12), Serbia, 3-6, 6-0, 6-0.

Agnieszka Radwanska (3), Poland, def. 
Elina Svitolina, Ukraine, 7-6 (5), 5-7, 6-2.

Li Na (2), China, def. Carla Suarez Na-
varro (15), Spain, 6-0, 6-2.

Caroline Wozniacki (11), Denmark, 
def. Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 
6-0, 6-1.

Dominika Cibulkova (10), Slovakia, 
def. Venus Williams (29), United States, 
6-1, 5-7, 6-3.

Doubles
Men

Second Round
Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and Max 

Mirnyi, Belarus, def. Ivan Dodig, Croatia, 
and Marcelo Melo (3), Brazil, 7-5, 7-5.

Daniel Nestor, Canada, and Nenad 
Zimonjic (6), Serbia, def. Robin Haase, 
Netherlands, and Jonathan Marray, Brit-
ain, 6-2, 6-4.

Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States, 
def. Oliver Marach, Austria, and Dmitry 
Tursunov, Russia, 6-2, 6-2.

Alexander Peya, Austria, and Bruno 
Soares (2), Brazil, def. Julien Benneteau 
and Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 7-6 
(3), 6-7 (8), 10-5.

Women
Second Round

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, and 
Katarina Srebotnik (4), Slovenia, def. 
Darija Jurak and Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, 
Croatia, 6-3, 7-5.

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and 
Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, def. 
Kimiko Date-Krumm, Japan, and Barbora 
Zahlavova Strycova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 
6-1.

Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesn-
ina (2), Russia, def. Julia Goerges and 
Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, 6-3, 7-6 
(4).

Pro baseball

Spring training
Monday’s games

Boston vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla., 
ccd., Rain

Detroit vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, 
Fla., ccd., Rain

Philadelphia 6, Toronto 3, 8 innings
Washington 4, Miami 1
Tampa Bay vs. Minnesota at Fort My-

ers, Fla., ccd., Rain
N.Y. Mets 5, St. Louis 3
Chicago White Sox 7, Seattle 6
L.A. Angels 11, San Francisco 4
Texas 6, Oakland 2
Cleveland 8, Cincinnati 3
Colorado 8, Kansas City 2
Houston 7, Atlanta 5
San Diego 7, Chicago Cubs 1

Tuesday’s games
Baltimore vs. Minnesota at Fort My-

ers, Fla.
Atlanta vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
Boston vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char-

lotte, Fla.
N.Y. Mets vs. Washington at Viera, Fla.
St. Louis vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla.
Toronto vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, 

Fla.
Colorado vs. Chicago White Sox at 

Glendale, Ariz.
Texas vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, Ariz.
Cincinnati vs. Oakland at Phoenix
San Francisco vs. Milwaukee at Phoe-

nix
L.A. Angels vs. Chicago Cubs (ss) at 

Mesa, Ariz.
Philadelphia vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tam-

pa, Fla.
Seattle vs. Kansas City at Surprise, 

Ariz.
Chicago Cubs (ss) vs. San Diego at 

Peoria, Ariz.

Calendar
March 26 — Last day to request un-

conditional release waivers on a player 
without having to pay his full 2014 sal-
ary.

March 30 — Opening day in North 
America, Los Angeles Dodgers at San 
Diego. Active rosters reduced to 25 play-
ers.

June 5 — Amateur draft.
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BY BEN WALKER

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla.

Jarrod Parker, Kris Medlen, Bran-
don Beachy and Luke Hochevar 
are out for the season and Patrick 
Corbin might join them in the op-

erating room soon.
All over spring training, there’s been an 

outbreak of wrecked elbows and pained 
pitchers.

Next stop, those dreaded words: Tommy 
John surgery.

“It doesn’t surprise me at all,” Tommy 
John himself said Tuesday. “Tommy John 
surgery will grow exponentially in the 
next 50 years.”

“I really think there will come a day 
when if you have 12 pitchers on your staff, 
10 will have had Tommy John surgery,” 
the 70-year-old lefty told The Asso-
ciated Press from his home in 
Watertown, N.Y.

Still, this recent wave 
makes Boston Red Sox 
manager John Farrell 
wince.

“It grabs all of 
our attention,” he 
said before his 
World Series 
champions 
played the 
New York 
Yankees. 
“There’s a rash 
of it going on right 
now.”

“Regardless of 
who they play for, 
it’s a sad day when you read about 
a guy that’s having the surgery,” he said. 
“You empathize with the guys going down. 
There’s a long road ahead of them.”

As to why so many sudden cases, Far-
rell isn’t sure.

“It makes you scratch your head,” the 
former big league pitcher said. “I don’t 

have an explanation.”
Stars Stephen Strasburg, Adam Wain-

wright, Tim Hudson, John Lackey and Joe 
Nathan are among the dozens of pitchers 
who have come back strong from the liga-
ment transplant procedure.

Young Mets ace Matt Harvey, who 
threw the first pitch at last summer’s All-
Star game, had the surgery in October. 
He’s working out in camp and hopes to 
pitch this year.

“I think after watching what happened 
to a couple guys on the Braves, everybody’s 
always going to be so cautious about the re-
covery, but as a competitor we’re always 
going to want to get back on the field,” he 
said Tuesday.

One trend Farrell has detected: 

“What’s happening more is guys going for 
a second one,” he said.

The NL East champion Braves took a 
double hit with injuries to Medlen and 
Beachy, both of whom previously had 
Tommy John surgery.

The AL West champion Athletics once 
again lost Parker to the operation. He was 
scheduled to start on opening day. Team-
mate A.J. Griffin might be more fortunate 
— his sore elbow might heal on its own.

Corbin had been set to 
throw the first pitch 

of the 2014 regular 
season.

The 24-year-
old lefty was 
ready to start for 
Arizona in Aus-
tralia this Sat-
urday against 
the Dodgers. 
Instead, the 
All-Star felt 

“a small little 
shock” in his 
arm during an 

exhibition outing.
Corbin later be-

came the latest 
player to

MLB

Shutting it down
Pitchers having a painful spring

Brandon Beachy,
Atlanta Braves

The 27-year-old, four-year veteran 
threw just 6 2⁄3 innings this spring 

when he complained of elbow and 
biceps tightness. An MRI showed a 

tear in the starter’s ulnar collateral 
ligament which required the 

second Tommy John surgery 
for him since 2012.

Luke Hochevar, Kansas City Royals
After feeling a twinge in his right elbow on his next-
to-last pitch in a March 4 exhibition game against 
the Chicago White Sox, an MRI revealed a ligament 
in the 30-year-old relief pitcher’s elbow that was 
at least 50 percent torn, along with corresponding 
tears in the muscle around the elbow. In 2010, he 
suffered a fi rst tear, somewhere between 25 and 40 
percent, but rehabbed it and pitched effectively for 
four years after that.

‘ I really think there will 
come a day when if you 
have 12 pitchers on your 
staff, 10 will have had 
Tommy John surgery. ’

Tommy John
26-year Major League pitcher

Kris Medlen,
Atlanta Braves
The Braves lost their second start-
ing pitcher when Medlen, 28, 
underwent his second right 
elbow ligament replacement 
surgery. He first tore his UCL 
against the New York Mets 
on Aug. 4, 2010.

Jarrod Parker,
Oakland A’s

Penciled in to be Oakland’s 
Opening Day starter, Parker, 
25, was lost for the season 

after undergoing Tommy 
John surgery March 25 

on his right elbow. It is is the 
second surgery of that kind for 

him since 2009.

visit the busy doctor’s office of prominent 
orthopedic surgeon James Andrews.

“This is all new to me,” Corbin said. 
“I’ve never been hurt before, so I’m just 
trying to get through it.”

Hochevar, a reliable reliever for the Roy-
als, felt a twinge on his next-to-last pitch 
in a game on March 4 against the Chicago 
White Sox. An MRI revealed a major tear 
of the ulnar collateral ligament.

The 30-year-old Hochevar missed al-
most three months in 2010 because of a 
sprained elbow.

“I knew this day was coming,” he said. 
“After the first time I hurt it, I knew it was 
coming. I’m extremely thankful it held up 
for four years.”

Not so lucky was Padres pitcher Cory 
Luebke. He recently had his second recon-
structive surgery on his left elbow, having 
missed the entire 2013 season while reha-
bilitating from his first operation.

Everyday players aren’t immune from 
this type of injury, either.

Minnesota power-hitting prospect 
Miguel Sano found out this spring train-
ing that he’ll need the surgery, a setback 
for the 20-year-old third baseman. Texas 
outfielder Shin-Soo Choo had it several 
years ago.

To the pitcher whose name is synony-
mous with the career-saving surgery, 
more players will follow his path. John 

earned 288 victories from 1963 to 1989 
— after Dr. Frank Jobe performed 

the pioneering surgery on him in 
1974, John won 164 times and 

never missed a start because 
of elbow trouble before re-

tiring at age 46.
John thinks too 

many pitchers 
are putting too 

much stress 
on their 

arms 
at an 
early 
age, 
well 

before 
they ever 
become 

pros. He 
also be-

lieves several of 
the pitchers who are 

getting hurt this spring had pre-existing 
conditions.

“I’m not a doctor, but the way I deduce it, 
some of these guys had something wrong 
last year,” he said. “It just doesn’t make 
sense that your arm or elbow just would 
disintegrate in three weeks.”
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How much does it influence the game? 
More than you probably thought. In a sa-
bermetric age where everything is mea-
surable, teams can calculate how many 
runs a catcher can save by mastering the 
art of pitch framing. Webpages galore are 
devoted to the topic, with stat-geeks ana-
lyzing the location of every single pitch 
and tabulating which catchers are best and 
winning balls and losing strikes.

Teams are keeping count as well. Knorr 
is the bench coach for the Washington Na-
tionals, who have devoted more resources 
to analytics in recent years under general 
manager Mike Rizzo. This spring training, 
Rizzo made a trade with the Tampa Bay 
Rays to acquire Jose Lobaton, in part be-
cause Lobaton rated well in pitch framing.

Where did Lobaton learn the skill? From 
the guru himself, Molina.

“It’s like those pitches away that when 
you think that it’s a ball, he can make those 
a strike,” Lobaton said. “I’ve been trying to 
do the same. But I’m not like him. I try to 
be like him, but I can’t.”

A half-dozen extra strikes in a game 
can make a difference. Rays manager Joe 
Madden once said that Molina is worth 50 
runs per season based solely on pitch fram-
ing. Other estimates vary, but mathemati-
cal consensus shows that Molina’s subtlety 
with the glove translates into three to five 
extra wins each year. That’s enough to win 
or lose a pennant.

“Any pitch that can change a count that 
way, whether it’s going to be a 2-1 or a 1-2, 
that’s the biggest swing you can possibly 
have right there,” Nationals reliever Drew 
Storen said. “It keeps you in good counts. It 
definitely helps you out, if you can get five 
or six calls that would’ve gone the other 
way just from the catching framing it.”

Molina’s peers at the top of pitch-fram-
ing ratings include his brother, Yadier 
Molina of the St. Louis Cardinals, and 
Jonathan Lucroy of the Milwaukee 
Brewers. All have something in com-
mon: soft movements using the 
wrist and elbow while the rest of 
the body stays still. Lucroy, who 
checks in at 195 pounds, has 
flourished despite a frame 
not necessarily suitable for 
framing.

“It’s strange,” Brew-
ers closer Jim Hen-
derson said. “You 
would think if you 
miss your spot as a 
pitcher with that 
small target you 
might not get the 
call, but some-
how he makes 
it work within 
the parame-
ters of the plate 
there. So it’s ac-
tually amazing 

how well he does if we screw up.”
Lucroy said it took years to hone the skill 

after he first paid attention in the minors. 
It’s a world of difference from those Little 
Leaguers who yank the ball every which 
way.

“You can see a big, big difference be-
tween guys who can catch and guys who 
can’t,” Lucroy said. “The pitcher hates it 
because he wants to be able to pitch and 
throw, knowing the pitch he throws, that if 
it’s a strike, it’s going to be called a strike 
and not taken outside of the zone. ... The 
easiest thing for young players to work on 
is just keeping your head and body still and 
just moving your hand. That’s all it is; catch 
the ball and stop it.”

Or, as Nats pitching coach Steve McCatty 
put it: “You’ve got to stick the landing.”

Another pitch-framing master was four-
time All-Star Bob Boone. Now a Nationals 
assistant general manager, Boone would be 
so intent on keeping still that if the bases 
were empty he would let the ball glance off 
his webbing and roll to the backstop rather 
than move his mitt to catch it.

“I’m going to try to catch it right here,” 
said Boone, pointing to gap between his 
thumb and forefinger, “but sometimes I 
miss ’em. ‘Hey I’m right on the corner, 
you saw I was on the corner, and he 
threw it in my glove.’ ... If you can get 
a half-inch on each side and the strike 

zone’s 20 inches high, that’s 20 square 
inches. That’s like 4-by-5. All of a sudden 

the pitcher knows I’ve got that much big-
ger strike zone.”

Conversely, there are catch-
ers who just can’t sit still. It 

shouldn’t be a surprise that 
Jorge Posada, who retired 
three years ago, statisti-

cally ranks among the 
worst pitch-framers in 
recent major league his-
tory. Posada spoke of 
the importance of the 
skill while working as 
a guest instructor with 
the New York Yan-
kees this spring, but 
he didn’t venture an 
opinion as to his own 
ability.

“I don’t know. I 
guess people can 
go back and look 
and see how they 
thought I did,” 
Posada said. 
“Some guys 
were better 
than others, 
I guess.” 

A half-dozen extra 
strikes in a game can 
make a difference. Rays 
manager Joe Madden 
once said that (Jose) 
Molina, below, is worth 
50 runs per season 
based solely on pitch 
framing. Other estimates 
vary, but mathematical 
consensus shows that 
Molina’s subtlety with 
the glove translates into 
three to five extra wins 
each year. That’s 
enough to 
win or 
lose a 
pennant.
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Master 
framer
 Jose

 Molina
AP

Edge: Molina brothers, Lucroy among the majors’ most skilled Braves release RHP Garcia
KISSIMMEE, Fla. — Atlanta released 

pitcher Freddy Garcia, who was contend-
ing for a spot in the Braves’ battered rota-
tion, and agreed to a $1 million, one-year 
contract with right-hander Aaron Harang.

The team announced Garcia’s uncondi-
tional release Monday on the deadline for
him to be put on the major league roster
— which would have triggered a $1.25 mil-
lion guaranteed salary.

“They said they didn’t want to pick it
up. I have to go,” said Garcia, who started 
Game 4 of last year’s NL division series
against the Los Angeles Dodgers.

The 37-year-old right-hander was cut 
despite a strong outing Sunday, when he
limited the New York Mets to an unearned 
run and two hits in 5 1/3 innings. He was 1-
1 with a 4.76 ERA in five spring training
starts.

Mets’ Harvey will split rehab
PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla.  — The New York

Mets and Matt Harvey have agreed where
the pitcher will rehabilitate from elbow 
ligament-replacement surgery.

General manager Sandy Alderson said
Tuesday the right-hander will be with the 
club in New York during homestands and
work at the team’s spring  complex in Port 
St. Lucie when the Mets are on the road.

Since arriving in camp in February,
Harvey has been adamant he rehabilitate
in New York rather than Port St. Lucie.

Bourn to start season on DL
GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The Cleveland 

Indians will place center fielder Michael
Bourn on the disabled list before their 
opener at Oakland on March 31.

Bourn might miss only four regular-sea-
son games because of the injury, a tight left 
hamstring.

Outfielder Nyjer Morgan was told by
general manager Chris Antonetti and man-
ager Terry Francona that he will be on the
Indians’ opening-day roster.

Darvish won’t start opener
SURPRISE, Ariz. — Texas Rangers ace

Yu Darvish has been scratched from his
scheduled start in Monday’s season opener
because of stiffness in his neck. The an-
nouncement Tuesday came a day after Dar-
vish stopped throwing while playing catch.

Through his interpreter, Darvish said he
knew he wasn’t going to be ready to pitch
the opener at home against Philadelphia,
so he made the decision now.

Darvish was scratched from a spring
training start Friday. He said then that he 
had stiffness in his neck that he felt after
waking up one morning. He is scheduled
to return to Texas to be examined by spine 
and back specialist Dr. Drew Dossett.
From The Associated Press
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SPORTS BRIEFS/WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT

The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Now both 
Duke basketball teams are done.

The Blue Devil women followed 
the men’s team out of their NCAA 
tournament after they were upset.

The Duke women were done 
in by DePaul 74-65 in the sec-
ond round Monday night — three 
days after the men were bounced 
in their opener by Mercer.

Injury-depleted Duke — which 
had 21 turnovers — became the 
first No. 2 seed to lose in the sec-
ond round since Xavier was beat-
en by Louisville in 2011.

Duke (28-7) led for only 12 sec-
onds and became the first top-four 
seed to lose in the tournament.

Elizabeth Williams scored 12 
points and blocked seven shots. 
Seniors Haley Peters and Tri-
cia Liston each added 11 in their 
final game at Cameron Indoor 
Stadium.

The Blue Devils had made four 
straight appearances in the re-
gional finals and coach Joanne P. 
McCallie wasn’t terribly pleased 
about being placed in the same 
bracket as No. 1 overall seed 
Connecticut.

That’s not a concern anymore.
“They were on top of our ball 

handlers and we didn’t handle it 
very well,” Peters said. “We just 
got a little bit rattled, I think, by 
how aggressive and how much 
pressure they put on us.”

DePaul hit a season-high 14 
three-pointers, and seven of them 
came immediately after baskets 
by the Blue Devils.

“We have the greenish green 
light,” guard Brittany Hrynko 
said. “He doesn’t mind us tak-
ing threes. He said as long as we 
take them, we have to defend and 
rebound.’”

Megan Rogowski scored 22 
points with six threes, Megan 
Podkowa added 18 points and 
Hrynko had 14 for the seventh-
seeded Blue Demons (29-6).

“It has to absolutely be the big-
gest win for this group of young 
women this season,” coach Doug 
Bruno said of a team that has won 
18 of 19 and earned its third ap-
pearance in the round of 16.

DePaul will play the James 
Madison-Texas A&M winner on 
Saturday in the Lincoln Regional 
semifinals. 

BYU 80, Nebraska 76:  At Los 
Angeles, Morgan Bailey tied her 
career high with 18 points, Jen-
nifer Hamson had 15 points and 
14 rebounds, and BYU held on, 
advancing to the Sweet 16 of the 
NCAA women’s tournament for 
the first time since 2002.

Lexi Eaton added 15 points and 
Xojian Harry hit three three-
pointers in the final eight minutes 
for the 12th-seeded Cougars (28-
6), who became just the third No. 
12 seed to reach the final 16. 

Notre Dame Regional
Notre Dame 84, Arizona State 

67: At Toledo, Ohio, Natalie 
Achonwa had 25 points and 11 
rebounds, and top-seeded Notre 
Dame pulled away in the second 
half for a victory.

The unbeaten Fighting Irish 
(34-0) have won their last 15 
games by double digits, although 
the Sun Devils (23-10) kept this 
one close during a sloppy first 
half. Deja Mann scored 16 points 
for Arizona State.

 Baylor 76, California 56:  Od-
yssey Sims scored 27 points in 
her final home game and Baylor 
advanced to its sixth consecutive 
NCAA Sweet 16, taking over in 
the second half for a victory.

Sims punctuated a game-
clinching 13-2 run with a long 
three-pointer with 4½ minutes 
left. Baylor coach Kim Mulkey 
could only smile even though she 
appeared to be calling for a dif-
ferent play from the sideline. Sims 
scored 11 points in that spurt of 
about five minutes that pushed 

Baylor (31-4) ahead 66-52.
 Baylor, the No. 2 seed in the

Notre Dame Regional, has a re-
match with Kentucky (26-8) on
Saturday in South Bend, Ind.

Kentucky 64, Syracuse 59:
Bria Goss scored 17 points and 
third-seeded Kentucky held off 
visiting Syracuse.

Goss went 11-for-12 from the
foul line as the Wildcats (26-8)
ground out a victory two days 
after beating Wright State by 46
points. Syracuse’s physical play
and its 2-3 zone defense had a lot
to do with disrupting Kentucky’s
rhythm and scoring opportu-
nities in a 36-percent shooting
performance.

 Oklahoma State 73, Pur-
due 66: Brittney Martin had 20
points and 20 rebounds to lead 
Oklahoma State past Purdue and 
into the Sweet 16.

The Cowgirls (25-8) won their
second straight, ending a 15-
game stretch in which they had
alternated wins and losses.

 Stanford Regional
Stanford 63, Florida State 44: 

Chiney Ogwumike had 19 points
and nine rebounds, and Stanford
broke open the game with a 30-2 
run spanning the halves.

The second-seeded Cardinal 
(31-3) won two games in Ames , 
Iowa to advance to the regional
they’ll host starting Saturday. 

 Louisville Regional
Tennessee 67, St. John’s 51:

Cierra Burdick had 21 points and 
11 rebounds as host Tennessee 
relied on its smothering defense
to pull away.

Tennessee, the top seed in the 
Louisville Regional, advanced
to a regional semifinal Sunday 
against the winner of Tuesday’s
game between No. 4 seed Mary-
land and No. 5 seed Texas. 

TED RICHARDSON/AP

Duke’s Tricia Liston, left, is pressured by DePaul’s Jessica January during the second half of Duke’s 74-
65 loss in their NCAA tournament second-round game Monday in Durham, N.C.

Roundup

DePaul ousts No. 2 seed Duke

Briefl y

NFL office can aid 
refs on replays

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — The NFL 
officiating department will help 
referees rule on instant replay re-
views starting next season.

League owners passed a rule 
Tuesday allowing referees to 
consult with director of officiat-
ing Dean Blandino and his staff 
to help determine whether a call 
should be upheld or overturned. 
NFL officials said the change 
should speed up the process.

Blandino and other staff will be 
monitoring the games from league 
offices in New York, and they will 
immediately begin reviewing 
challenges before the referee even 
gets to his monitor. They can make 
recommendations on what replays 
to look at, but the referee still will 
make the final decision.

Rich McKay, Falcons president 
and co-chairman of the influential 
competition committee, called it 
“kind of a proof of concept to see 
how this works. We feel pretty 
comfortable with it, though.”

“What we do like is we take the 
true experts in replay, those in 
New York, to be able to commu-
nicate with the referees who have 
the ultimate decision,” McKay 
said. “We just think we get a 
more consistent decision-making 
process.”

Blandino said the new process 
will be faster and make more eyes 
available to help in the reviews.

“We’ll be reviewing all the 
angles the network is providing, 
in essence finding what is the 
best reviewable aspect, and get-
ting a baseline for the referee,” 
he said. “Then we will begin the 
communication process with the 
referee once he is done speaking 
to the coach and announcing the 
challenge.

“Consistency is what we are 
striving for in officiating and 
this will definitely help us in that 
area.”

 The owners also banned roll-
up blocks to the side of a player. 
In the past, the rule only barred 
such blocks from behind. 

HOF QB Kelly to have 
more cancer surgery

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Hall of 
Fame quarterback Jim Kelly is 
expected to have surgery again 
following the recurrence of can-
cer that his wife described as ag-
gressive and “starting to spread.”

Doctors for the 54-year-old for-
mer Buffalo Bills star are leaning 
toward surgery Thursday or per-
haps April 1 at a New York City 
hospital, brother Dan Kelly told 
The Associated Press on Tuesday.

Jim Kelly’s doctors in Buffalo 
said March 14 the cancer was 
found to have returned when 
Kelly had follow-up tests after 
surgery last June to remove can-
cerous cells from his upper jaw.

Since then, wife Jill Kelly has 

been providing updates on social 
media. In a March 21 blog post 
she described the hospital rooms 
“where we ‘huddle-up’ as a family 
to call the next play and plan the 
next move now that the cancer’s 
back, aggressive, and starting to 
spread.”

In other NFL news:
� The Dallas Cowboys have 

filed a complaint against Jay 
Ratliff and are seeking compensa-
tion from the defensive lineman.

Ratliff was sidelined last sea-
son while recovering from a 
sports hernia that required sur-
gery. He was placed on the physi-
cally unable to perform list, but 
when he told the Cowboys he was 
not physically able to play, they 
released him in October.

A week later, Ratliff’s surgeon 
medically cleared him to play and 
he signed with the Bears, playing 
five games for them.

The Cowboys want to recover a 
portion of the signing bonus Ratliff 
got when he agreed to a five-year, 
$40 million contract in 2011, a per-
son familiar with the complaint 
told The Associated Press.

Family: Navy RB has 
‘long road ahead’

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The fam-
ily of Navy running back Will 
McKamey says their son faces a 
“long road” ahead after he was 
hospitalized with a brain injury,

McKamey collapsed during 
practice Saturday and was imme-
diately transported to a hospital.

His family said in a statement 
released through the school on 
Monday the injury was not the 
result of a particularly hard hit. 
The statement said: “Will did 
not sustain a bad hit or unusual 
or extreme contact. ... The Navy 
coaches have poured through the 
films of practice and seen noth-
ing more than Will carrying the 
football normally, doing what he 
truly loves.”

The family says, “We are in for 
a long road.”

McKamey was hospitalized in 
2012 with a brain injury but was 
cleared to play after seeing four 
neurosurgeons and undergoing 
several CAT scans and MRIs, his 
family said.

Franchitti to drive
pace car for Indy 500

INDIANAPOLIS — Three-time 
Indianapolis 500 winner Dario 
Franchitti will drive the pace car 
in the 98th Indy 500 on May 25.

Franchitti was forced to retire 
in November from injuries suf-
fered in an October IndyCar race 
at Houston. The four-time series 
champion from Scotland won the 
Indy 500 in 2007, 2010 and 2012.

Franchitti has  moved into a 
driver development role with 
Chip Ganassi Racing.
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NCAA TOURNAMENT

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The NCAA apologized to 
New Mexico State and said it will evaluate 

its travel policy after the 
Aggies had to fly home 
in the middle of the night 
following their second-
round tournament loss 
and were met by only one 
bus at the airport.

Athletic director 
McKinley Boston said in a phone interview 

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Steve Fisher’s 
San Diego State Aztecs are pain-
fully familiar with their opponent 
in the Sweet 16, the top-seeded 
Arizona Wildcats.

Last season, Nick Johnson 
swooped out of nowhere to block a 
layup by Chase Tapley to preserve 
a one-point Wildcats win in a tour-
nament in Hawaii. In the second 
game this season, San Diego State 
pulled within four points of the 
visiting Wildcats before freshman 
Aaron Gordon had a soaring dunk 
off an inbounds pass from T.J. 
McConnell to put away the Aztecs. 
Arizona won 69-60.

“They both sting, but the one 
in Hawaii kind of hurt the most 
because we thought we for sure 
had that game won, and then Nick 
Johnson just came out of nowhere 
and blocked the shot,” San Diego 
State’s star point guard, Xavier 
Thames, said Monday. “But it’s 
always a good game when we 
play against Arizona the last few 
years. So I’m sure it’s going to be 
another great one.”

They’ll meet again Thursday 
night in Anaheim. While Arizona 
is used to getting this far, it’s only 

the second Sweet 16 appearance 
for the fourth-seeded Aztecs. 
They lost in the regional semifi-
nals three years ago to eventual 
national champion Connecticut, 
also in Anaheim.

“We’re trying to do something 
we’ve never done before,” Fisher 
said. “Arizona is trying to do old 
school, what they’ve gotten used to 
doing. So we’ll both have the same 
goal, win two games in Anaheim.”

San Diego State reached the 
Sweet 16 by beating New Mexico 
State in overtime and then rout-
ing North Dakota State behind 
Thames’ 30 points. While the Az-
tecs were winning in Spokane, 
Wash., the Wildcats won twice in 

San Diego, beating Weber State 
and then racing by Gonzaga.

Arena workers removed the
floor used for the tournament
and had the Aztecs’ hardwood
reinstalled in time for practice
Monday.

While the Aztecs are excited to
still be alive, “we don’t want any-
body to assume that we don’t feel
like we belong,” Fisher said. “We 
are going up with the expecta-
tions that we feel like we’re good
enough to win.”

Beating the Wildcats would be
huge for a lot of reasons, includ-
ing being another major step
under Fisher, who has turned a 
once-moribund team into one of 
the best programs in the West.

On Monday morning, several
students lined up at Viejas Arena 
to buy tickets to the Sweet 16.

“We’ve packed this building,
12,414 strong, for several seasons
now in a row,” Fisher said. “I can 
look out my window and see the
ticket window during the sea-
son, and I could tell. Sometimes
I would ask, ‘What concert is
there?’ And they would say, ‘No,
that’s for us. That’s for our game.’ 
So that doesn’t surprise me. We’re 
right up the road.” 

West Region semifinal
No. 1 Arizona (32-4) vs.

No. 4 San Diego State (31-4)
AFN-Xtra

3 a.m. Friday CET
11 a.m. Friday JKT

San Diego State painfully 
aware of its Sweet 16 foe

NCAA apologizes for New Mexico State’s travel issues

with The Associated Press on Monday that 
he received a call during the weekend from 
Dan Gavitt, vice president of the men’s bas-
ketball championship.

“He said it was inconsistent with their ef-
fort to provide the full NCAA experience,” 

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

San Diego State’s Xavier Thames (2) scored 19 points in the Aztecs’ 
first meeting with Arizona this season, a 69-60 loss on Nov. 14. 
Thames gets another shot at the No. 1-seeded Wildcats on Thursday 
in a West Region semifinal game in Anaheim, Calif. 

Boston said. “He was disappointed that our 
experience wasn’t a positive one and that 
they would do everything possible to evalu-
ate it and try to make sure the experience 
going forward was adequate.”

New Mexico State and San Diego State 
were told before Thursday’s game in Spo-
kane, Wash., that the loser would have to 
fly home that night. The game started later 
than scheduled because the North Dakota 
State-Oklahoma game went into overtime, 
and then the Aggies and Aztecs went into 
overtime before San Diego State won.

After Aggies coach Marvin Menzies and 
the players fulfilled their postgame inter-
view obligations, the team, pep band and 
cheerleaders went back to the hotel 15 miles 
east of downtown Spokane and quickly 
packed while hotel employees prepared 70 
box lunches.

The Aggies arrived at the airport, which is 
west of downtown, at about 1 a.m. The plane 
departed at about 2:15 a.m. and arrived in 
El Paso, Texas, at around 7 a.m., but only 
one bus was waiting. The team and some 
boosters were bused to Las Cruces, N.M., 
while everyone else had to wait to make the 
2 1⁄2-hour round trip to pick them up.

“That part of it was probably the most 
disappointing thing for me, only because I 
knew that two-thirds of the plane was going 
to be disappointed that we’d flown all night, 
and now they’ve got to sit around for another 
two to three hours because at that point we 
didn’t know very much information other 
than there was one bus,” Boston said.

The matter might not have been a big 
deal beyond Las Cruces if not for San Diego 
State coach Steve Fisher, who ripped into the 
NCAA in his postgame news conference.

“I’m going to do something I never do.
I’m going to complain about the NCAA pro-
cess. And I hope somebody writes it,” the
normally genial Fisher said, mentioning 
that neither team wanted to go home that
night if it lost.

“It’s disgraceful,” said Fisher, who hired 
Menzies as part of his original staff at San
Diego State in 1999. “For the billions of dol-
lars that we have here for them not to find a 
way to accommodate these kids, the student-
athletes — You can’t tell me they couldn’t 
find charter planes. And that’s what they
told me. I shouldn’t have to call the NCAA,
and I did today to say, ‘Why?’ ”

 David McCollum, New Mexico State’s
deputy AD, said he received an apology
from the bus company. He said details about 
the Aggies’ arrival time somehow hadn’t
been passed along to the company. 
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BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — It’s 
hard to mock Southeastern Con-
ference basketball right now.

Panned for early season losses 
and relatively weak non-confer-
ence schedules, the league has 
three teams still playing in the 
NCAA tournament. Florida, Ken-
tucky and Tennessee — the only 
SEC squads to make the 68-team 
field — all advanced to the Sweet 
16 over the weekend, giving the 
SEC a perfect 7-0 mark in college 
basketball’s premier event.

“I’m sure some people are pret-
ty surprised at three SEC teams, 
because all I heard all year was 
that the SEC was in a down year 
and it was a weak SEC,” Florida 
guard Scottie Wilbekin said Mon-
day. “It’s pretty cool to see three 
SEC teams in the Sweet 16.”

The Gators (34-2), the tourna-
ment’s overall top seed, will play 
fourth-seeded UCLA in the South 
Regional on Thursday night in 
Memphis, Tenn. Midwest No. 8 
seed Kentucky (26-10), which 
handed Wichita State its only loss 
of the season Sunday, advanced to 
face fourth-seeded Louisville on 
Friday night . No. 11 Tennessee 
(24-12), which already has three 
tournament wins since opening 
play in the First Four, will join 
the Wildcats in Indianapolis and 
play Michigan on Friday.

Only two other conferences 
— the Pac-12 and the Big Ten — 
landed three teams in the round 
of 16. Both of those leagues were 
ranked in the top three in confer-
ence RPI.

The SEC, meanwhile, ranked 
seventh, just ahead of the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference.

Florida coach Billy Donovan 
blamed early season struggles for 
the widespread perception that 
the league was down.

“It’s very, very unfair to pin a 
league based on what happens 
in November and December,” 
Donovan said Monday. “In a lot 
of ways, maybe some of the losses 
that our league took in November 
and December prepared them to 
be better in our league. I think 

our league can play with any 
league in the country.

“But I would say this: Just be-
cause certain league teams get 
knocked out early doesn’t mean 
the league is overrated. And be-
cause a league really, really ad-
vances in the tournament doesn’t 
mean the league is great. I just 
get upset when all of a sudden 
everybody just throws out and 
makes assumptions or draws con-
clusions of a league being good or 
bad based on what’s happened in 
the non-conference. That to me 
is, I think, somewhat unfair.”

There were plenty of eye-open-
ing losses early.

Texas-El Paso upset Tennes-
see. Drexel beat Alabama. North-
western State defeated Auburn. 
Davidson surprised Georgia. 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
topped LSU. Utah State knocked 
off Mississippi State. Missouri 
State stunned Texas A&M. And 
USC Upstate shocked South 
Carolina.

There also were setbacks in 
more high-profile matchups: 
Michigan State and Baylor beat 
Kentucky. Connecticut and Wis-
consin defeated Florida. Texas, 
Providence, Butler and Saint 
Louis knocked off Vanderbilt.

So the SEC was down before its 
teams even started beating each 
other up.

It surely didn’t help the league’s 
image when Florida, which isn’t 
close to being Donovan’s most 
talented team, swept the regu-
lar season and the tournament. 
The Gators finished 18-0 in the 
regular season, becoming the 
first from a major conference to 
accomplish the feat since Indi-
ana in 1976, and then beat Ken-
tucky for the third time to win the 
tournament.

“When you have a stage and a 
platform and you’re on television, 
you’re allowed to say what you 
want to say,” Vols coach Cuonzo 
Martin said. “I think sometimes 
perception becomes a reality. It’s 
a very tough league, a very tal-
ented league. You’ve got the No. 1 
team in all of college basketball in 
the SEC. You have the winningest 
college program in the SEC, in 

Kentucky.
“I don’t think the criticism is 

accurate. But the teams that are 
in the tournament, they won it be-
cause they’re good teams.”

It might not just be the teams in 
the tournament, either.

Entering Monday games, the 
SEC was 12-2 in postseason play 
thanks in part to wins by Geor-
gia, Missouri, LSU and Arkansas 
in the NIT and Texas A&M in the 
College Basketball Invitational.

Of course, those victories hard-
ly compare to what Florida, Ken-
tucky and Tennessee have done.

“If everybody in the SEC was 
out of the tournament, they’d 
say, ‘See, I told you the league is 
no good,’ ” Donovan said. “Now 
we’ve got some teams advancing, 
‘Wow, the league must be really, 
really underrated.’ Sometimes it 
has to do with matchups, some-
times it has to do with who you’re 
playing against. Sometimes it has 
to do with how well you’re play-
ing. There’s a lot of variables that 
go into winning in postseason.”

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — The gritty 
point guard maneuvered around 
three taller defenders for a put-
back and a three-point play. A 
backup forward drew a turning-
point charging call that riled up 
the bench.

It’s the little things that helped 
carry Wisconsin into the pro-
gram’s third trip to the Sweet 16 
in four seasons. Baylor is next on 
Thursday in a West region game 
in Anaheim, Calif.

The No. 2 seed Badgers don’t 
typically boast the quickest or 
flashiest players, but they sure 
get the job done with a philosophy 
of playing smart, disciplined, and 
physically and mentally tough 
basketball.

“Especially here, at Wiscon-
sin, they pride themselves on 
being tougher than the opponent 
— outworking them, out-toughing 
them on the court, which is why 
they’ve been able to have the suc-
cess they’ve had,” forward Nigel 
Hayes said.

That blueprint was on display 
Saturday night before a pro-Wis-
consin crowd that rocked the 
 Bradley Center in Milwaukee. 
Down 12 at the half to up-tempo, 
physical Oregon, the Badgers ral-
lied for an 85-77 victory to clinch 
a spot in the regional semifinals.

Sure, 7-footer Frank Kaminsky 
had a team-high 19 points, and 
Ben Brust hit a highlight three-
pointer with 1:07 left that gave the 
Badgers (28-7) the lead for good.

But point man Traevon Jack-
son set the tone out of halftime by 
converting an air ball into a score 
and drawing a foul near a crowd-
ed bucket. Backup Duje Dukan 
drew the inspirational charge 
with about 9:30 left with the Bad-
gers clinging to a four-point lead.

“How about a teammate saying 
probably the play of the game was 
Duje taking that charge?” coach 
Bo Ryan said . “Without a doubt if 
you saw our bench, if you looked 
at our bench when that happened, 
you looked at our guys — that was 
the play of the game.”

So far this tournament, Wis-
consin has routed methodical 
American 75-35 and its Princ-
eton-style offense, and overcome 
Oregon’s transition game and 

in-your-face defense. It helps to 
have once-decorated recruits
like sophomore Sam Dekker, a
2012 Parade All-American, and
Hayes, a freshman and the Big
Ten’s Sixth Man of the Year.

But Ryan is particular when it 
comes to intangibles that he looks
for in recruits, and how those
traits might translate once they’re
around the rest of the squad. No
“me” players. Team first.

“Does somebody feel that 
they’re the main reason why the
game’s being played?” Ryan said
recently. “Do they have that kind 
of ego? Do they have that kind 
of work ethic you want to have?
People that are going to be able
to blend, mix, with the other guys
... and can adapt to the collegiate 
setting at a rigorous institution.”

The wide-eyed Dekker can add 
energy. Kaminsky is a soft-shoot-
ing big man who can drive to the
hoop. Combined with the athletic
Hayes, they form probably the
most offensively-skilled frontcourt 
that Wisconsin has had in a while. 

 The gritty heart of the team
can be found in the three-man
starting backcourt of Jackson, 
Brust and Josh Gasser, who usu-
ally draws the toughest defensive 
assignment.

“Bo has always grinded it out, 
pick the heck out of you,” Oregon 
coach Dana Altman said last 
week. “That’s just the way they
play. It’s a physical game. He re-
cruits to that.”

“Scrappy” has been another 
word used to describe Badgers
players by opponents over the 
years.

“I think that’s actually a com-
pliment because it shows how
tough every possession is,” Jack-
son said. “As an offense, you think 
of playing against a team that’s
scrappy, that’s not fun.” 

NCAA TOURNAMENT

No. 1 Florida vs. No. 4 UCLA
AFN-Sports

2:30 a.m. Friday CET
10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT

Wisconsin vs. Baylor
AFN-Xtra

12:30 a.m. Friday CET
8:30 a.m. Friday JKT

Strong and sweet:
SEC perfect so far

Little things add up
for scrappy Badgers

JOHN RAOUX/AP

Florida center Patric Young 
scores in the Gators’ third-round 
win over Pittsburgh.
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BY DAVE SKRETTA

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Andrew Wiggins 
slumped in his seat. Wayne Selden 
stared into space. Joel Embiid 
was sure he would have been able 
to play if Kansas had only made it 
another week.

The Jayhawks didn’t, and now 
all three talented freshmen are 
left to ponder whether the NBA 
awaits, or whether they’ll return 
to school and attempt to wipe 
away the disheartening memory 
of a loss to Stanford in the third 
round of the NCAA tournament.

“I’m not thinking about that 
right now,” Wiggins said Sunday, 
barely above a whisper.

Soon, though. Very soon.
Wiggins is expected to be a lot-

tery pick, perhaps even first over-
all, if he declares for the draft after 
his memorable freshman season. 
He’s indicated all year long that 
he wouldn’t be long for Lawrence. 
But only he knows whether the 
dud he played in the season finale 
— four points on 1-for-6 shooting 
— is the way he wants to punctu-
ate his college career.

“Everything is a learning advice 
with young kids. And you know, 
this isn’t the worst thing that’s 
going to happen to him in his life,” 
Jayhawks coach Bill Self said. “If it 
is, he’s had a charmed life, there’s 

no question about that.
“So you’ve got to grow from it,”

Self said. “When you get in these 
positions again, maybe do some-
thing a little differently, maybe to 
put yourself in the game or pre-
pare or something. But hey, the
kid’s had a remarkable season.”

 Embiid may also be a lottery 
pick, and just may shove aside 
Wiggins for the first choice over-
all, if the 7-footer declares for the
Draft. But the Cameroon native 
has only been playing basket-
ball for a few years, and while
his natural athleticism and Fred
Astaire-like footwork have made
scouts salivate all season, it is 
clear that he still has plenty of 
room to improve.

 But complicating the decision is 
the fact that Embiid hasn’t played
the past few weeks with a stress 
fracture in his back. His stock
may never be higher.  

Selden is the most likely to
return. He showed flashes of
brilliance this season, but also
disappeared, most notably in the
60-57 loss to Stanford that ended 
the Jayhawks’ season.

 If any of the three come back
next season, and the Jayhawks
return everyone else that they 
expect, they should be the pro-
hibitive favorite to win their 11th
straight Big 12 title. 

BY JOE KAY

The Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — For the last 
14 years, the NCAA tournament 
has started with play-in games 
and the First Four at the Univer-
sity of Dayton Arena. The home 
team? Didn’t even get in the 
bracket most times.

This year, it’s flying high.
With two close wins under 

daunting circumstances, the Fly-
ers have turned Dayton into more 
than just a starting point for the 
NCAA tournament. It’s become a 
focal point.

President Obama is tweeting 
about it. The national media is 
talking about it. Students are stay-
ing up until the early morning 
hours celebrating the Flyers’ first 
trip to the Sweet 16 in 30 years.

“This opportunity is a once-
in-a-lifetime chance,” guard Jor-
dan Sibert said Monday before 
practice.

Given how things had gone 
lately for the Flyers, it felt like 
a lifetime since they’d been rel-
evant in March.

Dayton was a mainstay in the 
tournament in the 1960s, finish-
ing as the runner-up in 1967 with 
a loss to UCLA. The winning 
waned after 1990. Dayton went 
10 years before its next tourna-
ment appearance and is making 

only its fifth NCAA trip in the last 
14 years.

Those Flyers fans who pack UD 
Arena for the First Four can keep 
cheering this time — which is 
exactly what they’ve been doing 
since the 11th-seeded Flyers (25-
10) beat Ohio State 60-59 in Buf-
falo, followed by a 55-53 win over 
Syracuse. They’ll play 10th-seed-
ed Stanford (23-12) in Memphis 
on Thursday.

“We have to sort of come back 
down out of the clouds a little bit,” 
coach Archie Miller said. “There’s 
just so much hype, media and the 
talk around you.”

As soon as the Flyers finished 
off Syracuse, the pundits started 
talking about Miller possibly 
moving on after his third season 
rebuilding the program. He had 
privately agreed to a contract ex-
tension midway through the sea-
son, but wanted to hold off saying 
anything about it until the Flyers 
were finished.

On Monday, he and athletics 
director Tim Wabler announced 
the extension through the 2018-
19 season, hoping it will dampen 
some of the where-will-he-go-
next speculation.

Wabler thinks the Sweet 16 
appearance will jump-start the 
program.

“It’s credibility nationally,” 
Wabler said. “It’s putting us on 

the map as far as with recruits 
and saying Dayton not only is a 
great place to come to school and 
play, but now it’s an even greater 
place.”

 The Flyers were still trying 
to get back on schedule Monday 
after their wild weekend. They 
returned to Dayton after the win 
over Syracuse, their bus reaching 
campus around 3:30 a.m. with an 
estimated 200 students waiting 
up to greet them.

“Well, I was a little bit worried 
that they were going to tip the 
bus over, seeing some of the pho-
tos and some of the action before 
we landed,” Miller said. “It was 
overwhelming. I was happy for 
our fans and really happy for our 
students.

“This is what it’s about, what 
in my mind that a proud tradition 
deserves.” 

Stanford preparing for surging Dayton

Flyers finally get
their shot at fame

NICK LOVERDE/AP

Dayton coach Archie Miller got 
a contract extension through 
2019 after the Flyers made the 
round of 16.

Kansas freshmen left 
to weigh NBA futures

Stanford (23-12) vs. Dayton (25-10)
AFN-Sports

Midnight Thursday CET
8 a.m. Friday JKT

BY JOSH DUBOW

The Associated Press

STANFORD, Calif.— Stanford coach 
Johnny Dawkins has had good reason to 
keep a close tab on Dayton because coach 
Archie Miller is recruiting his son to play 
there next season.

Dawkins will see the Flyers in a differ-
ent light on Thursday night in Memphis, 
Tenn., when they play the Cardinal in a 
surprising Sweet 16 matchup between a 
pair of double-digit seeds.

With a spot in the regional final on the 
line, the recruitment of Aubrey Dawkins 
will be on the back burner for a few days.

“I think both staffs will be focused on the 
task at hand but it is a neat thing that he’s 
being recruited by them and the success 
they’re having,” Dawkins said Monday.

“He really likes them. I’m just really 
happy for Archie and his program because 
I know how hard he’s worked to get this op-
portunity so I know he’s making the most 
of it.”

Aubrey Dawkins, who is attending a prep 
school in New Hampshire, is planning to 
come to the game. He is also being recruit-
ed by Pepperdine, Montana Utah State and 
the College of Charleston and is expected 
to make his decision next month.

For now, the focus is on his dad’s team, 
which is proving to be a very tough out in 
the NCAA tournament after spending most 
of the season just fighting to get into it.

Stanford (23-12) used wins over higher-
seeded New Mexico and Kansas to make it 
past the first weekend of the tournament 
for just the second time since 2001 and 
give Dawkins his most significant victories 
in six seasons on The Farm.

The 10th-seeded Cardinal had little time 
to celebrate after knocking off No. 2 seed 
Kansas 60-57 on Sunday. They got home 
late Sunday night, held a film session and 
practice on Monday before flying the fol-
lowing day to Memphis, Tenn., where they 
will play 11th-seeded Dayton (25-10) in the 
only Sweet 16 matchup between double-
digit seeds.

“We celebrated yesterday after the win 
and on the flight back,” guard Chasson 
Randle said. “But once we woke up this 
morning and got to the gym it was strictly 
about preparing for Dayton.”

The Cardinal are playing some of their 

best basketball at the most important time, 
winning five of their past six .

This success has come after five years of 
struggles under Dawkins, whose job was in 
jeopardy had he not gotten Stanford to the 
tournament this season.

“We’ve been working for this since we got 
to the school,” forward Dwight Powell said. 
“We put a lot of hours into preparing for the 
experience we’re having now and the games 
we’ve played and the game we have coming 
up. It’s been a work in progress.”

It paid off last weekend. They beat the 
seventh-seeded Lobos 58-53 on Friday 
despite getting no field goals from Powell, 

their second leading scorer.
Stanford then used stellar defense to si-

lence talented freshman Andrew Wiggins 
to beat Kansas 60-57 and get national rec-
ognition for the first time under Dawkins.

“You’re able to put your program in a
different light when you’re competing on a 
national stage and everyone is watching,”
Dawkins said. “You get a chance to show not
only how well your players perform on the
court but who they are as people. That’s what 
excites me. You get a chance to learn about
my players what I already know. I have an 
unbelievable group of kids to coach.”

The Cardinal hadn’t even made the tour-
nament since 2008 under ex-coach Trent
Johnson, when they also won two games
before losing to Texas in the round of 16.

 But none of this is new to Dawkins, who
played in a national title game as a player
and won it all as an assistant at Duke.

“The good thing about this for me is this 
isn’t the first time I’ve been doing this,”
Dawkins said. “I’ve been here as a player
and fortunately I’ve been here a number of
years as an assistant coach. I’m just excited 
for our kids to have this opportunity.”

JEFF ROBERSON/AP

Stanford’s Josh Huestis, left, and Dwight Powell, right, celebrate as Kansas’ Tarik 
Black watches in the background after the Cardinal’s 60-57 win on Sunday.
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BY  JON KRAWCZYNSKI

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS

Three years ago, Jeff Green joined one of the most exclusive clubs 
in the NBA. He didn’t ask to be a part of it. Didn’t even know 
it existed until a doctor told him that he had an aortic 
aneurysm and his career with the Boston Celtics 

was in jeopardy.
Open-heart surgery was looming and Green never 

felt more alone, more uncertain. That’s when the 
calls, the text messages, the overtures started com-
ing. First from Fred Hoiberg and Etan Thomas, then 
from Ronny Turiaf.

They offered advice. They offered encouragement. 
They had all been there before. And just like that, Green 
wasn’t alone. But as he quickly found out, it was so much 
more than a club.

Hoiberg calls them the “Zipper Brothers” — a small and 
tight-knit group of players who have overcome serious heart 
ailments to continue playing at the highest level of a game that 
tests an athlete’s heart as much as any does. Hoiberg cut his NBA 
career short after having open-heart surgery — and getting the zip-
per-like scar on his chest that birthed the nickname — to address an 
enlarged aortic root in 2005. Thomas and Chris 
Wilcox were able to play after their own surger-
ies and Turiaf, Green and Phoenix Suns forward 
Channing Frye all missed a year while recover-
ing but are still playing to this day. Chuck Hayes 
never needed surgery, but a heart abnormality 
found during a routine screening in 2011 did re-
quire significant testing before he was cleared to 
continue playing with Toronto.

“It’s definitely a brotherhood,” Turiaf said. 
“It’s something that’s hard to put into words. We 
don’t have to talk all the time. But when those in-
stances happen, we talked, each and every one 
of us, some way, somehow, was linked with the 
other. And whenever we see each other, it’s like, 
we made it.”

Unlike torn knee ligaments, blown Achilles ten-
dons or dislocated shoulders, heart defects carry 
with them a much more frightening outlook. 
Boston’s Reggie Lewis, Loyola Marymount star 
Hank Gathers and Atlanta Hawks center Jason 
Collier are among the players who have died dur-
ing their playing careers from heart problems. 

So when the diagnosis comes, so do the Zipper 
Brothers. Hoiberg, who now coaches Iowa State, 
was there for Turiaf. Turiaf was there for Green. 
Green was there for Frye. And Frye will be there 
for the next one.

“The surgery that we had is rare and there’s 
only a few guys that have had it,” Green said. “We 
formed a bond that if we can help in any kind of 
way to help another fellow player or person that’s 
having the surgery get through it, we’re going to 
do it because it’s rare that you really hear about an 
athlete having to go through something like this.” 

None of the  players really knew each other all 
that well before their heart issues were revealed. 
Now they seek each other out when their teams 
play each other regularly and swap texts.

“This whole league is a fraternity, but when 
you know somebody has gone through the same 
situation you have, you reach out to them, you ask 
them about their condition,” Hayes said.

“Anytime you find a bunch of guys going 
through your same situation, it helps make you 
feel not as special,” Frye said.

“I take pride in having that as a legacy to help 
others going through a situation that I know 
is probably the worst situation that I had to go 
through as a professional athlete and as a man,” 
said Turiaf, who wears No. 32 with the Timber-
wolves in honor of Hoiberg.

 Together, they have laid down a blueprint that 
they hope no one else  has to follow. Every day they 
pray that their group doesn’t get any bigger. But 
if does have to grow, they’ll be there to welcome 
the next member just as they were welcomed. 

Wednesday, March 26, 2014
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Two years removed from 
heart surgery, Boston’s Jeff 
Green is averaging a career-
high 17.0 points and is 
one of the few bright spots 
in a tough season for the 
Celtics. Green is part of an 
exclusive “Zipper Brothers” 
club, the name conjured up 
by Iowa State coach Fred 
Hoiberg for those players 
that have overcome serious 
heart ailments to continue 
playing, such as, left, 
from top, Ronny Turiaf, 
Channing Frye and Chuck 
Hayes.

AP photos

Exclusive club creates special bond
Heart to heart
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 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 39 30 .565 —
Brooklyn 37 32 .536  2
New York 29 41 .414 10½
Boston 23 47 .329 16½
Philadelphia 15 56 .211 25

Southeast Division
x-Miami 48 21 .696 —
Washington 36 34 .514 12½
Charlotte 34 37 .479 15
Atlanta 31 38 .449 17
Orlando 19 52 .268 30

Central Division
x-Indiana 51 20 .718 —
Chicago 40 31 .563 11
Cleveland 27 44 .380 24
Detroit 26 44 .371 24½
Milwaukee 13 58 .183 38

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 54 16 .771 —
Houston 48 22 .686  6
Memphis 42 28 .600 12
Dallas 42 29 .592 12½
New Orleans 30 40 .429 24

Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 52 18 .743 —
Portland 45 26 .634  7½
Minnesota 34 35 .493 17½
Denver 32 39 .451 20½
Utah 23 48 .324 29½

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 50 21 .704 —
Golden State 44 27 .620  6
Phoenix 42 29 .592  8
Sacramento 25 45 .357 24½
L.A. Lakers 23 46 .333 26

x-clinched playoff spot
Sunday’s games

Toronto 96, Atlanta 86
Phoenix 127, Minnesota 120
Denver 105, Washington 102
Sacramento 124, Milwaukee 107
Brooklyn 107, Dallas 104, OT
Cleveland 106, New York 100
L.A. Lakers 103, Orlando 94

Monday’s games
Houston 100, Charlotte 89
Miami 93, Portland 91
Phoenix 102, Atlanta 95
Chicago 89, Indiana 77
Oklahoma City 117, Denver 96
Memphis 109, Minnesota 92
New Orleans 109, Brooklyn 104, OT
San Antonio 113, Philadelphia 91
Detroit 114, Utah 94
L.A. Clippers 106, Milwaukee 98

Tuesday’s games
Portland at Orlando
Toronto at Cleveland
Oklahoma City at Dallas
New York at L.A. Lakers

Wednesday’s games
Phoenix at Washington
Brooklyn at Charlotte
Toronto at Boston
Cleveland at Detroit
Atlanta at Minnesota
L.A. Clippers at New Orleans
Miami at Indiana
Denver at San Antonio
New York at Sacramento
Memphis at Utah

Monday
Clippers 106, Bucks 98

MILWAUKEE — Middleton 2-10 0-0 4, 
Adrien 4-11 6-6 14, Pachulia 7-11 0-0 14,  
Knight 3-12 2-2 9, Sessions 13-21 0-0 28, 
Henson 4-5 2-5 10,  Mayo 3-7 0-0 8, Ante-
tokounmpo 4-4 1-3 9, Udoh 1-4 0-0 2. To-
tals 41-85 11-16 98.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 3-8 0-0 8, Grif-
fin 10-19 7-9 27, Jordan 3-4 0-0 6,  Paul 5-13 
4-4 14, Collison 5-9 2-4 15, Davis 4-6 1-2 9,  
Crawford 4-11 4-4 13, Granger 2-3 4-4 9, 
Dudley 2-3 0-0 5,  Turkoglu 0-2 0-0 0. To-
tals 38-78 22-27 106.

Milwaukee 25 27 22 24— 98
L.A. Clippers 35 22 22 27—106
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 5-13 

(Sessions 2-3, Mayo 2-4, Knight 1-3,  Mid-
dleton 0-3), L.A. Clippers 8-18 (Collison 
3-4, Barnes 2-5, Dudley  1-1, Granger 1-
1, Crawford 1-6, Paul 0-1). Fouled Out—
None.  Rebounds—Milwaukee 42 (Adrien, 
Henson 7), L.A. Clippers 52 (Griffin 14).  
Assists—Milwaukee 27 (Pachulia 8), L.A. 
Clippers 29 (Paul 7). Total  Fouls—Mil-
waukee 18, L.A. Clippers 17. Technicals—
Knight, Milwaukee  defensive three sec-
ond. A—19,060 (19,060). 

Pistons 114, Jazz 94
DETROIT — Smith 4-9 2-4 12, Monroe 

9-15 0-0 18, Drummond 9-10 1-3 19,  Jen-
nings 6-9 0-0 15, Singler 2-5 0-0 5, Stuckey 
8-16 2-2 19,  Jerebko 2-6 2-2 7, Bynum 1-3 
0-0 2, Caldwell-Pope 4-9 4-5 13,  Mitchell 
0-0 2-2 2, Datome 1-1 0-0 2, Siva 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 46-83 13-18 114.

UTAH — Jefferson 4-9 1-2 12, Favors 
1-5 2-8 4, Kanter 6-12 2-2 14,  Burke 6-15 
3-4 15, Hayward 10-19 9-10 32, Williams 
5-13 0-0 11,  Garrett 2-7 0-0 4, Evans 0-1 
0-0 0, Lucas III 0-2 0-0 0,  Thomas 0-0 0-0 
0, Clark 0-0 2-2 2, Gobert 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
34-83 19-28 94.

Detroit 26 34 26 28—114
Utah 23 17 29 25— 94
Three-Point Goals—Detroit 9-17 (Jen-

nings 3-5, Smith 2-3, Singler 1-1,  Jerebko 
1-2, Stuckey 1-2, Caldwell-Pope 1-3, By-
num 0-1), Utah 7-27  (Hayward 3-6, Jeffer-
son 3-8, Williams 1-5, Garrett 0-2, Lucas 
III 0-2,  Burke 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Detroit 58 (Drummond 14), Utah 
42  (Favors 9). Assists—Detroit 23 (Bynum 
9), Utah 16 (Hayward 6). Total  Fouls—De-
troit 19, Utah 17. A—17,595 (19,911). 

 Spurs 113, 76ers 91
PHILADELPHIA — Thompson 3-7 0-0 8, 

Young 7-20 3-5 17, Sims 5-8 0-2 10,  Cart-
er-Williams 5-20 5-7 17, Anderson 4-9 0-0 
10, Williams 6-7 0-2 14,  Varnado 0-0 0-2 0, 
Nunnally 0-3 0-0 0, Ware 0-3 0-0 0,  Mul-
lens 6-11 0-0 15. Totals 36-88 8-18 91.

SAN ANTONIO — Leonard 6-9 2-2 15, 
Duncan 9-12 1-2 19, Diaw 3-6 0-0 7,  Jo-
seph 5-11 2-2 12, Ginobili 3-7 2-4 9, Beli-
nelli 2-7 4-4 9,  Daye 8-13 0-0 22, Mills 6-9 
0-0 15, Ayres 2-3 1-2 5, Baynes 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 44-79 12-16 113.

Philadelphia 24 20 24 23— 91
San Antonio 31 29 29 24—113
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 11-33 

(Mullens 3-7, Williams 2-2,  Thompson 
2-4, Anderson 2-4, Carter-Williams 2-8, 
Nunnally 0-1, Ware 0-2,  Young 0-5), San 
Antonio 13-27 (Daye 6-10, Mills 3-6, Diaw 
1-2, Belinelli  1-2, Leonard 1-3, Ginobili 
1-3, Joseph 0-1). Fouled Out—None.  Re-
bounds—Philadelphia 50 (Mullens 8), 
San Antonio 51 (Joseph 7).  Assists—Phil-
adelphia 22 (Sims 7), San Antonio 31 (Be-
linelli 8). Total  Fouls—Philadelphia 15, 
San Antonio 17. A—17,798 (18,797). 

 Pelicans 109, Nets 104
BROOKLYN — Johnson 4-14 6-6 15, 

Pierce 7-16 6-6 24, Plumlee 2-3 2-4 6,  Wil-
liams 8-17 4-4 23, Livingston 4-11 2-3 10, 
A.Anderson 1-6 0-0 2,  Thornton 1-6 1-1 
3, Teletovic 3-7 1-1 9, Blatche 3-8 6-7 12,  
Gutierrez 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 33-90 28-32 
104.

NEW ORLEANS — Aminu 0-5 3-4 3, Davis 
9-17 6-6 24, Stiemsma 0-0 0-0 0,  Roberts 
6-11 2-2 17, Evans 13-19 6-10 33, Ajinca 3-6 
0-0 6,  Morrow 4-12 0-0 11, Rivers 4-9 1-
3 10, Babbitt 1-5 2-2 5,  Miller 0-1 0-0 0, 
Withey 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-85 20-27 109.

Brooklyn 26 32 18 22 6—104
New Orleans 20 22 31 25 11—109
Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 10-40 

(Pierce 4-11, Williams 3-9, Teletovic  2-6, 
Johnson 1-8, A.Anderson 0-1, Gutierrez 
0-1, Blatche 0-2, Thornton  0-2), New Or-
leans 9-20 (Roberts 3-5, Morrow 3-7, Riv-
ers 1-1, Evans 1-2,  Babbitt 1-4, Miller 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 
51 (Plumlee  11), New Orleans 62 (Davis 
14). Assists—Brooklyn 16 (Williams 5), 
New  Orleans 19 (Evans 7). Total Fouls—
Brooklyn 21, New Orleans 26.  Techni-
cals—Pierce, Evans, New Orleans defen-
sive three second. A—14,599  (17,188). 

Thunder 117, Nuggets 96
DENVER — Miller 4-10 3-5 12, Faried 5-

12 1-2 11, Mozgov 5-8 2-3 12,  Lawson 5-11 
13-16 25, Foye 4-14 0-2 11, Fournier 2-5 1-3 
6,  Arthur 2-6 1-2 6, Brooks 1-8 3-4 5, Ran-
dolph 2-3 3-3 8. Totals 30-77 27-40 96.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 10-21 6-7 
27, Ibaka 7-15 0-0 15, Adams 4-6 2-4 10,  
Jackson 4-6 5-6 16, Roberson 1-2 0-0 2, 
Butler 10-19 0-0 23,  Collison 4-5 1-2 10, 
Fisher 2-4 2-2 7, Lamb 1-8 0-0 2, Jones 2-2 
0-0 5,  Shakur 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 45-89 16-
21 117.

Denver 24 34 15 23— 96
Oklahoma City 41 31 18 27—117
Three-Point Goals—Denver 9-28 (Foye 

3-9, Lawson 2-4, Randolph 1-2,  Fournier 1-
2, Arthur 1-4, Miller 1-4, Brooks 0-3), Okla-
homa City 11-22  (Jackson 3-3, Butler 3-7, 
Fisher 1-1, Collison 1-1, Jones 1-1, Ibaka  
1-1, Durant 1-7, Lamb 0-1). Fouled Out—
Roberson. Rebounds—Denver 58  (Faried 
11), Oklahoma City 51 (Ibaka 7). Assists—
Denver 20 (Lawson 7),  Oklahoma City 
32 (Jackson 11). Total Fouls—Denver 25, 
Oklahoma City 33.  A—18,203 (18,203). 

Bulls 89, Pacers 77
INDIANA — George 8-22 4-4 21, West 4-

12 6-6 14, Hibbert 0-5 3-4 3,  G.Hill 6-10 3-3 
17, Stephenson 3-9 1-1 8, Turner 1-4 1-1 
3,  Mahinmi 1-1 1-2 3, Copeland 0-0 0-0 0, 
Sloan 2-4 0-0 4, Scola 1-4 0-0 2,  Allen 1-
1 0-0 2, R.Butler 0-1 0-0 0, S.Hill 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 27-73 19-21 77.

CHICAGO — Dunleavy 6-12 0-0 13, 
Boozer 3-10 3-3 9, Noah 5-10 0-0 10,  Hin-
rich 7-13 2-2 18, J.Butler 3-10 5-6 12, Snell 
0-6 0-0 0,  Augustin 2-8 0-0 4, Gibson 9-15 
5-5 23, Mohammed 0-0 0-0 0,  Murphy 0-
0 0-0 0, Shengelia 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-84 
15-16 89.

Indiana 19 15 22 21—77
Chicago 15 18 31 25—89
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 4-10 (G.Hill 

2-3, Stephenson 1-1, George 1-6),  Chica-
go 4-15 (Hinrich 2-4, Dunleavy 1-2, J.Butler 
1-4, Gibson 0-1,  Augustin 0-1, Snell 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 
46  (Stephenson 10), Chicago 52 (Boozer 
10). Assists—Indiana 11 (G.Hill,  West 4), 
Chicago 22 (Noah 8). Total Fouls—Indi-
ana 21, Chicago 20.  Technicals—West, 
J.Butler. A—21,803 (20,917). 

Grizzlies 109, T-wolves 92
MINNESOTA — Brewer 6-10 2-3 15, 

Love 6-18 2-2 16, Dieng 5-10 1-2 11,  Rubio 
1-8 4-4 6, Martin 5-13 3-4 13, Muhammad 
1-5 0-0 2,  Cunningham 4-7 1-1 9, Budinger 
3-9 2-2 9, Shved 1-7 2-2 5,  Mbah a Moute 
0-1 0-0 0, Hummel 2-2 0-0 6. Totals 34-90 
17-20 92.

MEMPHIS — Prince 6-11 0-0 12, Ran-
dolph 7-11 2-2 17, Gasol 6-13 2-5 14,  Con-
ley 9-12 2-5 23, Lee 0-1 0-0 0, Calathes 
1-4 0-0 2,  Miller 4-8 1-1 11, Davis 6-8 0-0 
12, Johnson 2-7 0-0 4,  Koufos 4-11 0-0 8, 
Udrih 2-3 0-0 4, Leuer 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 48-
91 7-13 109.

Minnesota 15 24 29 24— 92
Memphis 30 27 24 28—109
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 7-

24 (Hummel 2-2, Love 2-8, Brewer 1-1,  
Budinger 1-3, Shved 1-3, Martin 0-3, Rubio 
0-4), Memphis 6-12 (Conley  3-5, Miller 2-
3, Randolph 1-1, Gasol 0-1, Johnson 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None.  Rebounds—Minneso-
ta 49 (Dieng 17), Memphis 59 (Gasol 12).  
Assists—Minnesota 19 (Shved 5), Mem-
phis 25 (Conley 6). Total  Fouls—Minne-
sota 14, Memphis 19. Technicals—Love, 
Martin. A—17,784  (18,119). 

Suns 102, Hawks 95
PHOENIX — Tucker 3-6 1-2 8, Frye 7-12 

0-0 18, Plumlee 0-3 0-0 0,  Dragic 8-15 2-2 
19, Bledsoe 7-15 3-4 20, Mark.Morris 6-9 
4-4 17,  Green 4-6 4-4 13, Marc.Morris 3-8 
0-0 7, Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Len 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
38-74 14-16 102.

ATLANTA— Carroll 5-8 7-7 19, Millsap 
6-14 7-10 19,  Antic 2-6 0-0 5,  Teague 4-
10 7-7 17, Mack 2-9 0-0 5, Brand 2-5 0-0 
4,  Williams 5-8 5-7 17, Schroder 0-0 0-0 0, 
Scott 4-10 1-2 9,  Muscala 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 
30-72 27-33 95.

Phoenix 25 17 35 25—102
Atlanta 23 22 23 27— 95
Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 12-24 

(Frye 4-9, Bledsoe 3-3, Green 1-1,  Mark.
Morris 1-2, Tucker 1-2, Dragic 1-2, Marc.
Morris 1-5), Atlanta 8-23  (Williams 2-3, 
Teague 2-3, Carroll 2-4, Antic 1-4, Mack 
1-4, Millsap  0-2, Scott 0-3). Fouled 
Out—Tucker. Rebounds—Phoenix 43 
(Tucker 11),  Atlanta 43 (Antic 8). As-
sists—Phoenix 21 (Dragic 6), Atlanta 18 
(Mack  6). Total Fouls—Phoenix 25, Atlan-
ta 19. Technicals—Tucker, Atlanta Coach  
Budenholzer. A—12,240 (18,729). 

Heat 93, Trail Blazers 91
PORTLAND — Batum 4-8 0-0 11, Wright 

2-7 1-2 7, Lopez 3-6 4-4 10,  Lillard 3-15 12-
14 19, Matthews 6-15 0-0 15, Williams 5-12 
5-5 17,  Leonard 0-2 0-0 0, Robinson 3-5 2-2 
8, Barton 2-4 0-0 4. Totals 28-74 24-27 91.

MIAMI — James 13-23 6-9 32, Bosh 5-10 
3-6 15, Oden 2-4 0-2 4,  Chalmers 5-9 0-0 
11, Douglas 0-3 0-0 0, Allen 3-10 0-0 8,  An-
dersen 4-8 5-6 13, Cole 4-10 0-0 8, Battier 
0-2 0-0 0,  Beasley 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 37-84 
14-23 93.

Portland 25 17 19 30—91
Miami 22 24 26 21—93
Three-Point Goals—Portland 11-39 

(Batum 3-7, Matthews 3-11, Williams  
2-6, Wright 2-6, Lillard 1-8, Barton 0-1), 
Miami 5-15 (Bosh 2-3, Allen  2-4, Chalm-
ers 1-3, James 0-1, Cole 0-2, Douglas 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None.  Rebounds—Portland 
49 (Batum 10), Miami 56 (Andersen 11).  
Assists—Portland 18 (Lillard 6), Miami 16 
(James 5). Total  Fouls—Portland 17, Mi-
ami 24. A—20,030 (19,600). 

Rockets 100, Bobcats 89
HOUSTON — Parsons 3-11 3-4 11, Jones 

9-15 0-1 18, Howard 4-9 2-4 10,  Beverley 
3-10 0-0 8, Harden 11-19 5-7 31, Lin 4-6 0-
2 10,  Motiejunas 2-5 0-0 4, Asik 1-2 0-0 
2, Hamilton 2-5 0-0 6. Totals 39-82 10-18 
100.

CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 1-4 4-5 6, 
McRoberts 5-10 0-1 11,  Jefferson 8-17 4-6 
20, Walker 7-19 6-6 22, Henderson 5-13 2-2 
13,  Zeller 4-5 2-2 10, Neal 0-8 0-0 0, Doug-
las-Roberts 2-6 3-3 7,  Ridnour 0-3 0-0 0, 
Biyombo 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 32-86 21-25 89.

Houston 25 29 24 22—100
Charlotte 24 26 18 21— 89
Three-Point Goals—Houston 12-27 

(Harden 4-7, Lin 2-2, Parsons 2-4,  Ham-
ilton 2-4, Beverley 2-7, Motiejunas 0-1, 
Jones 0-2), Charlotte 4-21  (Walker 2-6, 
McRoberts 1-3, Henderson 1-5, Ridnour 
0-1, Jefferson 0-1,  Douglas-Roberts 
0-2, Neal 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Houston 52  (Howard 10), Char-
lotte 57 (Jefferson 11). Assists—Houston 
22 (Harden 5),  Charlotte 12 (McRoberts 
4). Total Fouls—Houston 24, Charlotte 18.  
Technicals—Charlotte Coach Clifford. 
A—15,511 (19,077). 

Scoreboard

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — The San 
Antonio Spurs knew the Philadel-
phia 76ers were coming in on a 
long losing streak.

They had no intentions of tak-
ing it easy on them.

Austin Daye had 22 points and 
Tim Duncan added 19 as the 
Spurs earned their 14th straight 
win with a 113-91 victory Mon-
day night that sent the 76ers to 
their 25th consecutive loss.

Philadelphia will face Houston 
on Thursday with the dubious 
distinction of being a loss shy of 
tying the NBA record for consec-
utive losses set by the Cleveland 
Cavaliers in 2010-11. Before the 
game, Spurs coach Gregg Popov-
ich said he felt terrible for former 
assistant Brett Brown, now the 
76ers’ coach. But he added that he 
did not feel sorry for “one of my 
best friends,” because pity would 
upset his former protégé.

“Obviously, it’s a rough season 
for them,” Duncan said. “It’s a re-
building season for them. [Brown] 
knows that, they know that. They 
have a lot of young guys. He’s just 
trying to get the system in place 
that has them playing the way he 
wants them playing. It’s a pro-
cess. He knows that.”

Kawhi Leonard and Patty Mills 
scored 15 points each and Cory 
Joseph added 12 for San Antonio, 
which maintained the league’s 
best record at 54-16. The Spurs 
did not play starters Tony Parker, 
Tiago Splitter and Danny Green, 
but did not need them against the 
lowly 76ers.

Thaddeus Young and Michael 
Carter-Williams each scored 19 
points, Byron Mullens added 15 
and Elliot Williams had 14 for 
Philadelphia (15-56).

 Heat 93, Trail Blazers 91:  
LeBron James scored 32 points, 
including a layup with 11.4 sec-
onds left, and Chris Bosh capped 
his 30th birthday by blocking Da-

mian Lillard’s layup in the final 
moments as host Miami escaped
with a win.

 Rockets 100, Bobcats 89: 
James Harden scored 31 points
and Dwight Howard had a dou-
ble-double in his return to the
court as visiting Houston earned
its fourth straight win.

 Suns 102, Hawks 95: Eric
Bledsoe scored 20 points to lead
four of his teammates in double
figures as Phoenix won its fourth 
in a row, beating host Atlanta 
to pull even with Dallas for the
final playoff spot in the Western 
Conference.

 Bulls 89, Pacers 77: Taj Gib-
son led five players in double
figures with 23 points as host Chi-
cago brushed off a poor offensive 
first half to rally past Indiana.

 Thunder 117, Nuggets 96: 
Kevin Durant had 27 points and 
eight assists to help host Okla-
homa City.

Caron Butler scored 23 points, 
his highest total since the Thun-
der added him right after the
trade deadline.

Grizzlies 109, Timberwolves 
92: Mike Conley had 23 points
and six assists, and Marc Gasol
added 14 and 12 rebounds as host
Memphis built an early lead and 
easily dispatched short-handed
Minnesota.

 Pelicans 109, Nets 104 (OT): 
Tyreke Evans scored a season-
high 33 points as short-handed 
New Orleans rallied from 22 
down in the third quarter to beat 
visiting Brooklyn.

 Pistons 114, Jazz 94: Andre
Drummond had 19 points and 14 
rebounds as visiting Detroit shot 
a season-best 55 percent to blow
past Utah.

 Clippers 106, Bucks 98: 
Blake Griffin had 27 points and
14 rebounds as host Los Ange-
les made it consecutive 50-win 
seasons with a lackluster victory
over Milwaukee. 

ERIC GAY/AP

The Spurs’ Tim Duncan, center, is pressured by the 76ers’ 
Thaddeus Young, left, and Hollis Thompson during the first half 
Monday in San Antonio. The Spurs won 113-91.

Roundup

Spurs help extend
76ers’ slide to 25

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

Bulls forward Taj Gibson 
celebrates after his dunk off a 
rebound against the Pacers on 
Monday in Chicago. The Bulls 
won 89-77. 
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The Washington Nationals’
 Jose Lobaton catches the ball during 

a spring training workout in Viera, Fla. 
This spring, Nationals GM Mike Rizzo 

made a trade with the Tampa Bay Rays
 to acquire Lobaton, in part because 

Lobaton rated well in pitch framing.
ALEX BRANDON/AP

BY JOSEPH WHITE

The Associated Press

I
t was a crucial pitch in a game in the early 
1990s. A fastball. Away.

When the ball hit Randy Knorr’s mitt, 
the Toronto Blue Jays catcher moved it 
back over the strike zone.

The umpire called it a ball.
“Fifty-thousand fans in the stands are booing,” 

Knorr said. “I knew it was a ball. I was just try-
ing to bring it back over. And he smacked me in 
the back of the head and said: ‘Don’t ever do that 
to me again. You know that was a ball, and now 
you made everybody in the stadium think it was 
a strike. Don’t do it again.’ ”

At that moment, at least, Knorr was no Jose 
Molina.

We’ve all seen it. When a game’s on television, 
the center-field camera zooms in on the mitt, 
where the catcher does his best to massage 
balls into strikes. Sometimes it works; 
sometimes it doesn’t. Technically, it’s 
an attempt to cheat, an ingrained 

and artful baseball deception 
as old as the neighborhood 
play at second base.
SEE EDGE ON 
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The art of pitch framing
 can turn balls to strikes,

 save runs and even
 help win pennants
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